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Country Size: 8,867 square miles, including 266 square
miles of offshore cayes.

Climate: The climate is subtropical with prevailing
winds from the Caribbean Sea. The annual temperature
averages 27° Celsius or 80° Fahrenheit.

Government: An independent country since 1981, with
a democratically elected parliamentary government,
Belize is a member of the Commonwealth of Nations.
Population: The population of approximately 370,000 is
made up of diverse ethnicities including Creole, Garifuna,
Mestizo, Spanish, Maya, English, Mennonite, Lebanese,
Chinese and East Indian.

Languages: The official language is English; however,
other languages, including Kriol and Spanish are widely
spoken. Other languages include Maya (Mopan,
Kekchi and Yucatec), Garifuna, German (spoken by
Mennonites) and Mandarin.

Time Zone: Belize’s time zone is GMT-6 (US Central
Standard Time). Daylight saving is not observed.
Currency: The Belize dollar has a fixed exchange rate
to the US dollar (BZ$2=US$1). Other currencies such

Belize City and Northern Belize offer spectacular
treasures to discover. Experience the amazing Maya
archaeological sites: Lamanai, set alongside the
New River Lagoon, or Cerros perched above the
azure waters of Corozal Bay. Many animals, including
jaguars, crocodiles and storks, inhabit the river banks
and lush forests of northern Belize, and the country is a
birdwatcher’s paradise, with over 570 recorded species.

Tour Belize City, the commercial hub, and view
stunning historical artifacts at the Belize Museum, visit
the old downtown area, the historic St. Johns Anglican
Cathedral, and the House of Culture.

WESTERN BELIZE

The picturesque Hummingbird Highway snakes across
the Maya Mountains leading visitors from Belmopan,
the capital of Belize, to the towns of Dangriga, Hopkins,
Placencia and Punta Gorda. The vibrant local cultures of
the Maya and the Garifuna are alive with rich traditions
in this part of Belize. This is also home to the world's
first Jaguar Reserve, the intricate Maya architecture of
Lubantuun and over five offshore marine protected areas.

Dangriga is a great choice for experiencing the music,
art and rich traditional Garifuna way of life before
exploring the islands offshore. The quiet fishing village
of Hopkins further down the coast offers sandy beaches
and a range of visitor services. Placencia has become a
thriving tourism center as a quaint seaside village with
a local flair, while the peninsula offers modern resorts,
vacation rentals and condominiums. Punta Gorda is the
gateway to lush rainforest, Maya villages, waterfalls,
rivers, Maya sites, extensive cave systems, and
numerous national parks and protected areas teeming
with wildlife.

PLAN THE PERFECT VACATION WITH US

Belcove Hotel
belcove.com
Regent St. West, Belize City

T: (+501) 227-3054
E: info@belcove.com

Best Western Plus
Belize Biltmore Plaza
belizebiltmore.com

3.5 Mls Philip Gldsn Hwy., Belize City
T: (+501) 223-2302

E: salesmgr@belizebiltmore.com

Bird’s Eye View Lodge
birdseyeviewbelize.com
Crooked Tree Village, Belize Dist.
T: (+501) 203-2040 / 235-7333

E: birdseye@btl.net

Cataleya’s Guest House
cataleyasguesthousebz.com

1257 Rainbow Runner, Vista Del Mar
Ladyville, Belize City

T: (+501) 225-4072

E: letsbook@cataleyasguesthousebz.com

Chan Chich Lodge
chanchich.com
Gallon Jug, Orange Walk

1 King St, Belize City
T: (+501) 227-7031 / 223-4419

ntl: (877) 279-56726

E: reservations@chanchich.com

Hill Bank Field Station
pfbelize.org

Rio Bravo Conserv. & Mgmt. Area
1 Eyre St, Belize City

T: (+501) 227-1020 / 227-5616

E: tourism@pfbelize.org

La Milpa Lodge & Research Center
pfbelize.org

Rio Bravo Conserv. & Mgmt. Area
Orange Walk

1 Eyre St., Belize City

T: (+501) 615-3900 / 227-5616

E: tourism@pfbelize.org

North Park Hotel e
northparkbelize.com

18 North Park Street, Belize City

T: (+501) 223-2607
E:reservations@northparkbelize.com

Radisson Fort George Hotel & Marina

radissonhotels.com
2 Marine Parade, Belize City, Belize @
T: (+501) 223-3333

E: amin.dredge@radisson.com

Ramada Belize City Princess Hotel
ramada.com @
29 Newtown Barracks
Kings Park, Belize City

T: (+501) 223-2670 / 223-2671
E: reservations@ramadabelizecity.com

The Alexander Belize
1886 Driftwood Bay, Belize City @
T:501-610-1072

E: info@thealexander.com.bz

The Great House Inn
greathousebelize.com @
13 Cork St., Belize City

T: (+501) 223-3400 or 1-214-613-9296
E: greathouse@Dbtl.net

Banana Beach Resort
bananabeach.com

Seagrape Dr., San Pedro, A.C.
T/F: (+501) 226-3890

Intl: (877) 288-1011

E: info@bananabeach.com

Banyan Bay Suites
banyanbay.com

100 Seagrape Dr., San Pedro, A.C.
T: (+501) 226-3739

Intl: (866) 352-1163

E: info@banyanbay.com

@ G

Bella Vista Resort
bvrbelize.com
2.5 Miles North San Pedro Town,

G,
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Portofino Beach Resort
portofino.bz

6 Miles North of San Pedro, A.C
T: (+501) 226-5096 / 678-5096
E: info@portofinobelize.com

Ramon'’s Village Resort
ramons.com

Coconut Dr., San Pedro, A.C.
T: (+501) 226-2071

E: info@ramons.com

Placencia Village, Stann Creek
T: (+601) 523-3337

Banana Bank Lodge
bananabank.com

Mile 49 George Price Hwy.,
Belmopan

T: (+601) 832-2020

E: bbl@bananabank.com

 ©)

Cassia Hill Resort
cassiahillbelize.com

68 Mls. George Price Hwy.
San Ignacio, Cayo

T: (+501) 610-1100

E: info@cassiahillbelize.com

Caves Branch Adventure
Co. & Jungle Lodge
cavesbranch.com

Mile 41.5 Hummingbird Hwy.
Belmopan, Cayo

T: (+501) 610-3451

E: info@cavesbranch.com

® O

Hidden Valley Inn
hiddenvalleyinn.com
4 Cooma Cairn Rd.,
Mountain Pine Ridge
T: (+501) 822-3320
Intl: (866) 443-3364
E: reservations@hiddenvalleyinn.com

 ©)
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Jaguar Creek Belize A
jaguarcreek.org

Mile 42 Hummingbird Hwy.

T: (+501) 610-2034

E: reservations@jaguarcreek.org

Ka’ana Resort and Spa @
kaanabelize.com

Mile 69 % George Price Highway

San Ignacio, Cayo

T: 501-824-3350

E: info@kaanabelize.com

San Ignacio Resort Hotel
sanignaciobelize.com
18 Buena Vista Street, San Ignaci®

T: (+601) 824-2034

E: reservations@sanignaciobelize.com

Sweet Songs Jungle Lodge
sweetsongslodge.com

Chial Road, San Ignacio, Belize

T: (+501) 824-3101

E: reservations@sweetsongslodge.com

The Lodge at Chaa Creek
chaacreek.com
#77 Burns Avenue, San Ignacio

T: (+601) 824-2037

E: reservations@chaacreek.com

v

A Belizean Nirvana
belizeanirvana.com

Westby Way, Placencia

T: (+501) 523-3331 / 636-4833
E: belizeanirvana@gmail.com

Maya Beach, Placencia
T: (800) 997-1289
E: info@belizeanoceanclub.com

Caribbean Beach Cabanas
caribbeanbeachcabanas.com

The Placencia Sidewalk, Placencia

T: (+501) 622-4142

E: info@caribbeanbeachcabanas.com

Casa Palma

casapalmaplacencia.com @
Placencia Village, Stann Creek

T: (+501) 580-4662
E: casapalma@outlook.com

Belize Ocean Club
belizeoceanclub.com

Miramar Apartments
miramarbelize.com

Placencia Village, Stann Creek
T: (+501) 523-3658

E: info@miramarbelize.com

\©)

Pelican Beach Resort (Dangriga)
pelicanbeachbelize.com
Dangriga

T: (+501) 522-2044 / 522-2570
E: sales@pelicanbeachbelize.com

 ©)

Sieri Del Mar
seiridelmar.com

North Road, Hopkins

T: (+501) 532-4592

E: info@belizehopkins.com

O

Sirenian Bay Resort & Villas
sirenianbay.com

Mile 17.5 Placencia Road,
Surfside, Seine Bight

T: (+501)614-2010

E: reservations@sirenianbay.com

 ©)

The Placencia Resort

(&)

San Pedro
T: (+501) 226-4047
E: booking@bvrbelize.com

Chabil Mar Villas
chabilmarvillas.com
Placencia Road, Stann Creek

T: (+501)523-3606

E: info@chabilmarvillas.com

pounds and euros can be exchanged at most banks.
ATMs are available in major towns and cities. American

theplacencia.com
Mile 13 Placencia Road,
Stann Creek

E: reservations@raycaye.com
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CAYES & ATOLLS

DIVING

The azure waters offer a remarkable experience for
the first time snorkeler or avid scuba diver. The Belize
Barrier Reef stretches for 185 miles (298km) along
the length of the country. The beauty of this natural
wonder is recognized locally and internationally with
seven marine reserves having World Heritage status.
With so much to choose from, it is no wonder that
snorkelers, divers, sport fishermen and marine biologists
come to Belize and return often. Come and see what
they enjoy.

ECOTOURISM

\Whether seeking extreme adventures or a yoga retreat,
travelling as a couple, with family or even solo, the
level of adventure and degree of comfort can be
customized. Each region of Belize offers unique
examples of globally acclaimed biological diversity.

MAYA

Belize has hundreds of Maya sites, ranging from small
mounds to internationally acclaimed pyramids, from
city complexes to sacrificial cave systems. Experience
one or try many. They are all so very different.

ROMANCE

Belize combines the perfect elements to create a
romantic getaway, wedding or honeymoon of your
dreams. Intimate or extravagant, you are only limited
by your imagination.

115 Barrack Road

%Jiw

HOTEL ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 2480

Belize City, Belize

Tel: (+501) 223.0669

Email: info@belizehotels.org
www.belizehotels.org

Express, Visa and MasterCard are widely accepted. Be
sure to notify your bank or credit card provider of travel
plans in advance.

Clothing: Light cotton clothing is recommended during
the day, with a light jacket or long-sleeved shirt for cool
evenings. For jungle locations and trekking, long pants,
long-sleeved shirts and hiking boots are recommended,
as are binoculars, insect repellent, sunscreen, and hats.
Cuisine: Restaurant choices, at hotels as well as in
towns and villages, include an eclectic combination
of local and international cuisine. Tasty local favorites
include rice and beans, fish simmered in coconut milk,
spicy chicken escabeche with fresh corn tortillas and
refreshing tropical fruit.

Water: Tap water in Belize is treated and fit to drink;
however, bottled water is readily available.

Passport and Visas: All visitors require a valid passport
with proof of a return ticket. Many visitors do not require
visas for stays less than 30 days. A notarized permission
letter from parent/s not traveling with their child/children
is required and will be requested at your departure point.
Contact the Belize Embassy in Washington DC, Belize
High Commission in London, or the Belize Consulate
in Canada for more information. For a complete and
current listing of countries that enjoy visa-free travel to
Belize, visit www.mfa.gov.bz

Departure Fees: Airport departure fees are included in
most airline tickets. Please check with your individual
airline for more information. Exit fees at the borders
with Mexico and Guatemala are US$20 per person.
Taxes: Hotel Room Tax is 9%. General Sales Tax (GST)
is 12.5% on most goods and services.

Tipping: 10-20% is the standard gratuity for most
restaurants and tour guides. Establishments may add a
service charge.

Mobile Phones: Cellular coverage is widespread and
there are two providers. SIM cards may be bought at
the International Airport. If you wish to roam, be sure to
check your home carrier’s plans; roaming fees can be
costly. Wifi is available extensively.

Safety: Basic safety tips should be followed wherever
you go in the world. Ask your hotel manager or local
guide for specific safety advice for local areas.

Health Services: There are three hospitals in Belize City;
one public and two private. Several private doctors are also
available. The district towns and larger villages also have
hospitals or clinics. It is recommended that all international
travelers purchase medical insurance prior to traveling.

Ecotourism adventures abound in Cayo, which is also
the gateway into Belize from Guatemala. The lively
towns of San Ignacio and Santa Elena and the quiet
border town of Benque Viejo del Carmen provide
a glimpse into the lives of the friendly residents.
Numerous accommodation options from which to base
your explorations range from luxurious jungle lodges to
local bed and breakfasts. Adventures include horseback
riding, canoeing, exploring underground rivers, hiking,
cave tubing, ziplining, mountain biking and birding. The
region offers an unsurpassed combination of nature
reserves, national parks, Belize's largest Maya sites
and Central America’s largest cave systems.

VISITING FOR THE DAY?

If you are only staying a few hours take a day tour.
Visit Altun Ha Maya site, or explore the ancient Maya
city of Lamanai, cruising along the New River and
spotting exotic wildlife as you make your way toward
the awe-inspiring archaeological site. Go cave tubing
and ziplining, two of the most popular activities people
from all over the world come to experience in Belize.
Hike through the lush jungle of the foothills of the Maya
Mountains to see the flora and fauna, or float on tubes
through a large cave system past the stalagmite and
stalactite formations; then get your adrenaline pumping
on a seven-line zipline adventure.

Try snorkeling at the famous Shark Ray Alley and Coral
Gardens sites; you will swim in pristine waters with
nurse sharks and sting rays and be dazzled by coral
formations teeming with marine life.

Over 450 exquisite small islands, locally known as
cayes dot the turquoise waters off the length of Belize's
coast. Three atolls sit outside the magnificent Belize
Barrier Reef, which is the second largest reef system
in the world. The azure waters offer a truly remarkable
experience for the first-time snorkeler or the avid scuba
diver. Caye Caulker, the epitome of the “laid back
island” lifestyle, has brightly-colored wooden houses
interspersed with shops, restaurants and small hotels.
The larger islands in the north support charming towns,
while elsewhere on the Barrier Reef, smaller, private
islands provide exclusive getaways. The town of San
Pedro on Ambergris Caye offers an eclectic choice of
accommodation and a wide variety of sophisticated
international cuisine in beachside restaurants. Traditional
Belizean food can also be savoured at charming local
restaurants. Top activities include exploring Bacalar
Chico National Park and snorkeling at Hol Chan Marine
Reserve and Shark Ray Alley.

PHOTOGRAPHY © BELIZE TOURISM BOARD & MAYNOR LARRIEU

Belize Hotel & Restaurant Supplies
T: (+501) 223-5659
E: citruschem@btl.net

(ALLIED MEMBERS

Atlantic Bank Ltd.
atlabank.com

T: (+501) 223-4123

E: atlantic@atlabank.com

Belize Foam & Furniture Ltd.
belizefoam.com
T: (+501) 222-4143

Barefoot Services E: sales@belizefoam.bz

barefootservicesbelize.com
T: (+501) 629-9600
E: info@barefootservicesbelize.com

Belize Insurance Center
belizeinsurance.com
T: (+501) 227-7310

Belize Book Direct E: cynthia@belizeinsurance.com

belizebookdirect.com
T: 970-331-5089
E: jay@tripsin.com

Belize Ship Handlers
T:5601-222-4075
E: info@belizeshiphandlersbz.com

Belize Brewing Company Ltd.
belikin.bz

T: (+501) 227-7031

E: dcraig@bowen.bz

Belize Telemedia Limited
T: (+501) 223-8017
E: info@livedigi.com

BRC Printing
breprinting.com

T: (+501) 823-3139

E: sales@brcprinting.com

Belize Diving Adventures
belizedivingadventures.net

T: (+501) 226-3082

E: contact@belizedivingadventures.net

Caribbean Treasures Ltd
L caribbeantreasuresbelize.com

\

Brahma Blue
brahmabluebelize.com

5 miles West, San Pedro, Ambergris Caye

T: (+501) 610-8706
E: belizebrahmablue@gmail.com

Caye Caulker Plaza Hotel
cayecaulkerplazahotel.com

Avenida Langosta, Calle Al Sol, Caye Caulker
T: (+501) 226-0780

E: info@cayecaulkerplazahotel.com

Cayo Espanto

aprivateisland.com @
San Pedro, A.C.

T: (910) 323-8355

E: reservations@aprivateisland.com

Diamond Lodge @
diamondlodgebelize.com

2 Seagrape Drive, San Pedro, Ambergris Caye

T: (+501) 226-4377
E: hello@diamondlodgebelize.com

grandcaribebelize.com

2 Miles North of San Pedro. A.C.

T: (+501) 280-4726

E: reservations@grandcaribebelize.com

Island Magic Beach Resort
islandmagicbelize.com
Front Street/Beach Front, Caye Caulker
T: (+501) 226-0505

E: reservations@islandmagicbelize.com

Grand Caribe Belize Resort '

Mahogany Bay Resort and Beach Club,
Curio Collection by Hilton
mahoganybayvillage.com

Sea Grape Dr., San Pedro, A.C.

T: (+501) 236-4817
E: info@mahoganyvillage.com

Pelican Beach (South Water Caye)
pelicanbeachbelize.com

South Water Caye

T: (+501) 522-2044

E: sales@pelicanbeachbelize.com

Pelican Reef Villas
pelicanreefvillas.com
2.6 Miles South Beachfront, San Pedro,

Ambergris Caye
T: (+501) 226-4352 @
E: info@pelicanreefvillas.com

sanpedroholiday.com

6 Barrier Reef Dr., San Pedro, A.C.
T: (+501) 226-2014 / 226-2103
Intl: (713) 893-3825

E: info@sanpedroholiday.com

St. George’s Caye Resort
belizeislandparadise.com
Beachfront, St. George's Caye

T: (800) 813-8498

E: reservations@belizeislandparadise.com

Sunbreeze Hotel
sunbreeze.net
7 Coconut Dr, San Pedro, A.C.

T: (+501) 226-2191 / 226-2346
E: sunbreeze@btl.net

Ray Caye Resort @
raycaye.com

San Pedro Holiday Hotel

()

Sunbreeze Suites
sunbreezesuites.com

Barrier Reef Dr., San Pedro, A.C.
T: (+501) 226-2191 / (800) 820-1631
E: sunbreezesuites@btl.net

The Palms Oceanfront Suites
belizepalms.com

Coconut Dr., San Pedro, A.C.

T: (+501) 226-3322

E: thepalms@belizepalms.com

Turneffe Island Resort
turnefferesort.com
Turneffe Atoll

T: (800) 874-0118

E: info@turnefferesort.com

&

Victoria House Resort & Spa @
victoria-house.com

22 Coconut Dr., San Pedro, A.C.
T: (+501) 226-2067

E: info@victoria-house.com

&

We’Yu Boutique Hotel
Weyuhotel.com

Caye Caulker

T: 501-674-1234

E: reservations@weyuhotel.com

6,

Copal Tree Lodge
copaltreelodge.com

15 Wilson Road, Punta Gorda
T: (844) 238-0216

E: reservations@copaltreelodge.com

Hamanasi Adventure & Dive Resort
hamanasi.com

Sittee River Rd., Hopkins

T: (+501) 533-7073

E: reservations@hamanasi.com

Hopkins Bay Resort
hopkinsbaybelize.com
North End, Hopkins
T: (800) 603-7610

E: reservations@hopkinsbaybelize.com

Los Porticos Villas
losporticosvillas.com

Placencia Peninsula

T: (+501) 523-3227 / 634-0953

E: reservations@losporticosvillas.com

Mariposa Beach Suites
mariposabelizebeach.com @
Main Road, Placencia

T: (+501) 523-4474

E: reservations@mariposabelizebeach.com

® O O

T: (+501)633-4111
E: reservations@theplacencia.com

The Ellysian Boutique Hotel
theellysian.com

#1 Williams Drive,

Placencia Peninsula

T: (+501) 610-4898 / 523-4898
E: reservations@theellysian.com
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The Lodge at Big Falls
thelodgeatbigfalls.com

Punta Gorda

T: (+501) 732-4444

E: info@thelodgeatbigfalls.com

L &

Thatch Caye Resort
thatchcayebelize.com

Thatch Caye, Hopkins

T: (800) 435-3145

E: info@thatchcayebelize.com

®

Villa Verano
villaveranobelize.com

Sittee Point, Hopkins

T: (+501) 533-7016

E: info@villaveranobelize.com

@

Ayinha Adventures Ltd
ayinha.com

T: (+501) 671-2946

E: info@ayinha.com

Belize R’ US Tours and Resort
belizerus.com

T: (+601) 2259158
E:beverly@blackorchidresort.com

Chukka Belize

chukka.com

T: (+501) 223-4438

E: belize@chukkacaribbean.com

Darah Travel
belizetravelservices.com

T: (+501) 822-3272

E: info@belizetravelservices.com

Let’s Go Belizing
belizing.com

T: (+501) 824-2768

LE: accounts@belizing.com
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Muy’Ono Adventures
muyono.com

T: (+501) 523-3304

E: adventures@muy-ono.com

S&L Travel and Tours Ltd.
sltravelbelize.com

T: (+501) 227-7593 / 610-3358

E: sltravel@btl.net info@sltravelbelize.com

Splash Dive Center
splashbelize.com

T: (+501) 523-3058

E: patricia@splashbelize.com

UnBelizeable Travel
T: (877) 927-6466
E: confirmations@unbelizeabletravel.com

ViaVenture Central America
viaventure.com

T: (+502) 7934-6687

E: info@viaventure.com

T: (+501) 223-3354
E: directors@caribbeantreasuresbelize.com

Development Finance Corporation
dfcbelize.org

T: (+501) 822-2350
hipolito.bautista@dfcbelize.org

eData Ltd.
edata.bz

T: (+501) 223-1805
E: info@edata.bz

Glitz Office Supplies
gitz.bz

T: (+601)824-2767

E: admin@gitz.bz

Green Belize
T: (+601) 223-6672
E: greenbelize.1@gmail.com

Grupo Lumiere Ltd
grupolumiere.com

T: 501-670-7570

E: info@grupolumiere.com

Heritage Bank Ltd.
heritageibt.com

T: (+5601) 223-5698

E: services@banking.bz

Idea Lab Studios
T: +(501) 223-6386
E: demsol@idealabstudios.com

James Brodie & Company
T: (+501) 227-7070
E: info@brodies.bz

Karl H. Menzies & Co. Ltd.
karlmenzies.com

T: (+501) 223-0896

E: info@karlmenzies.com

Love Entertainment/Love FM
lovefm.com

T: (+501) 203-2098 / 0528

E: lovenewsbz@yahoo.com

Lutron Electronics Co.
T: 786-843-8039
E: spimentel@lutron.com

Madisco
madisco.bz

T: (+501) 224-4158
E: sales@madisco.bz

Mirab & Co
mirabsbelize.com

T: (+501) 223-2933

E: pcardona@mirabs.com

Pro Solar Engineering Ltd
T: (+601) 677-0017
E: info.prosolar@gmail.com

Recinos Imports Limited
recinosimports.com

T: (+501) 804-2935

E: jorge@recinosimports.com

RF&G Insurance Company Ltd.
rfginsurancebelize.com

T: (+501) 223-5734

E: ldawson@rfginsurancebelize.com

Tropic Air

tropicair.com

T: (+501) 226-2626

E: reservations@tropicair.com

Smart Travel Belize
smarttravelbelize
T:501-610-0478
E:smarttravelbelize@gmail.com

United Distributors Limited
Silver Oaks Hospitality Solutions udl.bz
T:501-322-0000
E: sales@udl.bz

silveroaksasset.com
T: (+501) 824-2696
E: teresita@silveroaksasset.com

United States Embassy
bz.usembassy.gov

T:501-822-4011
E:belmopancomercialinquiries@state.gov

The Angelus Press Ltd.
angeluspress.com

T: (+601)223-5777

E: jebailey@santiagocastilloltd.com

Vista Real Estate Services Ltd.
vistabelize.com

T: (+501) 610-1404

E: info@vistabelize.com

The Added Touch Belize
theaddedtouchbelize.com

T: (+501) 223-1461

E: addedtouchhotelsupplies@gmail.com

T-Shirt Factory 1
T: (+5601)223-4901
E: directors@caribbeantreasuresbelize.com

ABOUT THE BELIZE HOTEL ASSOCIATION

The Belize Hotel Association (BHA) is Belize's oldest private sector tourism organization
and is a non-profit, non-governmental association. The BHA works diligently to support

the sustainable growth of its members and the tourism industry in Belize, through global
marketing initiatives, private and public sector partnerships, and training opportunities
aimed at growing tourism and increasing standards and professional service.




