
WATER IS LIFE
IT IS NOT ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT,

IT IS ABOUT LIFE AS WE KNOW IT

The global water crisis is fundamentally one of 
injustice & inequality. Those who control water, 
food and land control all living things. Without 
land and water; we cannot grow food; we cannot 
raise animals; we cannot live!

WATER FACTS

Fresh water is the world’s most essential natural 
resource. It is why we are able to exist! 

Water covers 70.9% of the Earth’s surface but 97% 
is salt water. Only 3% is fresh water.

- Of that 3%,only 0.3% is readily accessible in 
surface water - in lakes, rivers& swamps. The little 
freshwater we do have, is being polluted, privatized 
and wasted!

BLUE GOLD

Where there is scarcity, there 
are those who see a way to 
make money, regardless of 
the consequences; shaping 
a new view of water as “blue 
gold”more valuable than oil.

Many other industries in Belize use hundreds of 
millions of gallons of water daily & pay nothing for it.

 × Bowen & Bowen, Travellers and other producers 
of alcohol & bottled drinks use unaccounted for 
amounts of water.

 × The same is true of industries producing 
crops, raising cattle, pigs and chicken and 
manufacturers.

SAFEGUARDING OUR WATER

Decisions regarding water must be based on 
many interests at stake-environmental & social 
factors & not only financial considerations. 

We must put safe guards in place to ensure Belize 
won’t have to deal with water scarcity problems: 

 ♦ Large commercial entities must pay for water 
they abstract; 

 ♦ Pricing of water must be aimed at conservation 
& equity while preserving affordability for the 
poor.

 ♦ Control deforestation - our rainforests are 
complex eco-systems and the source of our 
water supply;

 ♦ Better enforcement of our pollution & effluent 
limitation regulations;

 ♦ All decisions impacting our water supply must 
be made with the input of an informed public;

 ♦ Involve communities in monitoring polluters;

 ♦ Involve EVERYONE in protecting our water 
resources.

Water management policies must be based on the 
premise that water is a social resource necessary 
for all life; therefore, we cannot allow Belize to 
be pressured by transnational corporations, the 
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank & 
others to turn over control of water resources to 
private interests, who are capitalizing on the growing 
scarcity of water. 

Each one of us whether rich or poor has the right to 
clean, available water.

Decisions must be made with the input of the people.

PROTECT OUR RIVERS 
& WATERSHEDS!!

WATER IS A HUMAN RIGHT!
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The world is facing life-threatening water shortages. 
Climate change, population growth, desertification, 
pollution, changing consumption patterns, increased 
demands, & inadequate infrastructure are propelling 
us towards a global water crisis.

Our water crisis is much more worrisome than 
our energy dilemma.

 × Unlike oil, water is more than a commodity: it 
is the basis of life.

 × Unlike oil, water has 
no substitutes.

 × It is through water that 
we will experience 
the impacts of climate 
change most directly.

PRIVATIZATION

The vision of the multi-national corporations is 
to privatize every aspect of life - water, food, land 
& biodiversity. That way they control all living things.

Water has become a 
commodity to be bought 
and sold; it will not go to 
people in the water scarce 
regions, it will be exported 
to those who can afford to 
purchase it - corporations 
and the rich.

The global water industry is not only privatizing public 
and regional water, but is now controlling water 
through the ownership of dams and waterways, 
bottled water, and water exportation.

WATER SCARCITY – 2014
Do you know that water shortages are already 

occurring around the world?

 Ô Slightly more than one billion people live in arid 
regions that will face absolute water scarcity by 
2025.

 Ô Almost 800 million people lack access to 
clean safe water every day. That’s more than 
2½ times the population of the United States.

 Ô Almost 3.5 million people die every year 
from water, sanitation & hygiene-related 
causes, almost all of them (99%) in the so-
called developing world.

 Ô Every 21 seconds, another child dies from 
a water-related illness. Diarrhea is the 2nd 
leading global cause of death for kids under five.

 Ô Over 1 billion people 
lack access to sanitation 
services. Contamination of 
community water supplies 
results. Sanitation & clean 
water go hand in hand.

 Ô Yet 2,275 million gallons 
of water is used to make 
one 6-inch computer chip. 
Globally, the industry uses 
1.5 trillion liters of water and 
produces 300 billion liters of 
wastewater every year.

WATER IN BELIZE

There are no laws, at this printing, that regulate 
companies that use large amounts of water extracted 
from the rivers, streams & ground water. There is no 
quality control for human use/consumption & they 
don’t pay for the water they extract. 

In Belize, the citrus, banana, sugar & aquaculture 
(shrimp & fish farms) industries use large quantities 
of water to operate. 

For an idea of the magnitude of water needed, 
consider that it takes:

• 3 liters of water to produce 1 liter of bottled water

• 45 - 82 gallons to produce a half liter of soda

• 20 gallons of water to make a pint of beer;

COMMERCIAL USE OF
WATER IN BELIZE

Examples of water used & effluents (liquid 
waste) disposed of by some industries in Belize: 

 Î The Belize aquaculture industry (fish & shrimp 
farms) extracts hundreds of millions of gallons of 
water per day from the sea, estuaries, lagoons 
and rivers. They produce millions of gallons of 
effluent per day.

 Î The Belize sugar industry produces over 30,000 
gallons of effluent per minute, primarily from its 
water cooling system, causing thermal pollution. 
The effluent ponds dump over 5 tons of organic 
demand into the New River every day. The river 
is within the tidal range of the sea so some of this 
effluent will affect marine life. When biological 
& chemical oxygen demands of the factory 
depletes the oxygen in the river, townspeople 
learn of it when a fish kill is recorded.

 Î The Belize citrus industry 
uses millions of gallons 
of water & produces, 
among other things, over 
100,000 tons of citrus peel 
every year. It leaches into 
the ground water, rivers 
& streams. This causes 
depletion of oxygen in the 
river leading to dead fish & 
polluted water.

 Î The Belize banana industry uses some 460 
million gallons of water per year, mostly from 
the South Stann Creek, Swasey, Trio & Bladden 
Rivers & from wells within the banana belt. The 
water is used for irrigation & fruit processing, 
but is also used for aerial spraying, airplane 
cleaning, & mixing herbicides. The waste waters 
& runoff from irrigation ends up back in our 
streams and rivers.

 Î The rice industry uses an unknown amount of 
water for flood irrigation from Blue Creek in the 
north & from rivers & streams in the south.


