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Each September 
B e l i z e a n s 
from every 
community in 
our nation come 

together to commemorate 
and celebrate the historical 
milestones that helped 
to shape our Belizean 
identity, our democratic 
way of life and our Belizean 

sovereignty. Our annual 
traditions thus transform 
September into a colourful, 
exciting and festive time in 
our country.

It is always a matter 
of great satisfaction that in 
the middle of the festivities 
we take time out to 
honour Belizean men and 
women – past and present 
– whose service to their 
fellow Belizeans has been 
exemplary.

Each of the honourees 
tonight has, in their own 
unique way, risen above 
personal interest to serve 
the people; to serve their 
communities; and to serve 
our nation with dedication 
and self-sacrifice.

It is meet and right 
that we pay tribute to them 
as we enjoy our September.

God bless Belize!

Message by Prime Minister  Dean Barrow

The Order of Distinction Meritorious Service Award 

Rev. Charles Da-
vid Goff was born in Dan-
griga Town to Rev. Charles 
and Mrs. Alice Goff. 

He received his early 
education in Belize and com-
pleted his studies in Jamaica, 
where his father was relocated. 

Rev. Charles David Goff

Alma Eiley, B.Ed

After leaving school, 
Rev. Goff worked for two years 
for the Government of Jamaica. 

While there he re-
sponded to the call of God and 
offered himself as a candidate 
for the Methodist Ministry. 

He graduated with 
his Diploma in Ministe-
rial Studies in 1982 and 
was ordained to the Chris-
tian Ministry in 1985. 

He returned to Be-
lize in 1992 where he has 
served in various capacities 
in the Methodist Church. 

In 2002, he was made 
a Member of the Most Excel-
lent Order of the British Em-
pire (MBE) for his service to 
the community and in 2010, 
was made an Officer of the 
same order (OBE) for his ser-
vice in the field of religion. 

The Order of Distinction 
Donald Norman Al-

bert Fairweather was born in 
Belize on December 27, 1899 
and died on May 2, 1985. In 
1915 he joined the British 
Honduras Territorial Force 
and became Commandant of 
the British Honduras Volun-
teer Guard from 1948 to 1963. 
He entered the civil service in 
1916. In 1937 he established 
the first radio station (ZIK2). 
He was made Director of Tel-
ecommunications in 1948.

An Anglican, he was 
made chairman of the cor-
porate body of the Anglican 
Diocese in 1951. Other such 
positions of responsibility in-
clude Chairman of the festi-
val of the arts, Chairman of 
the Public Service Commis-
sion, Chairman of the Belize 
Ex-Servicemen League and 
Representative of the Mar-
coni Company of London.

This husband of Ethel 
Payne and father of twelve 
is the author of two seminal 
pieces of literature in their 

Colonel Donald Fairweather 
(Posthumously)

Hon. Dean Barrow 
Prime Minister of Belize 

fields, namely The Handbook 
of Wireless Telegraphy and A 
Short History of the British 
Honduras Volunteer Forces. 

Donald firmly be-
lieved in the statement “ask 
instead what you can do for 
your country”. For such work 
and community involve-
ment, Mr Fairweather has 
previously been awarded the 
M.B.E, O.B.E. and the C.B.E.

With a Belize Trained 
Teacher’s Certificate and a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Second-
ary Education in English, Ms. 
Alma Eiley has contributed a 
great deal to the youths, teach-
ers and country of Belize. 

Beginning her career as a 
teacher in 1964, Ms. Eiley taught 
at almost every level of education 
– preschool to high school – dur-
ing her twenty-six year tenure. 
Thereafter, she served in several 
capacities within the education 
system and has worked as a con-
sultant with organizations such 
UNESCO and Peace Corps Belize. 

Ms. Eiley’s contribu-
tions in the area of Early Child-
hood Education are numerous 
and include publications such 
as the Child Development Mod-
ule – Positive Discipline, the Na-
tional Preschool Curriculum 
and the Preschool Teachers’ Re-
source Manual to name a few. 

Additionally, Ms. Eiley 
has been actively engaged with 
the community doing volun-
tary work. She has acted in nu-

merous capacities as a volunteer 
leader with the Scout Associa-
tion and is the present chairper-
son for the St. Ignatius Church 
Parish Council and Coral Grove 
Neighbourhood Organization. 

Presently, Ms. Eiley is the 
Director of Education at Eglah’s 
Training Center for Women 
and Families, a non-profit or-
ganization that provides training 
in literacy and other life skills. 
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Altagracia Dienela Alvarez 

Altagracia Dienela 
Alvarez, better known as Mrs. 
Gingie, was born in San An-
tonio Village in Orange Walk. 

As a young woman, Al-
tagracia was hired as a shelf 
clerk at the People’s Store in 
Orange Walk and displayed 
passion and skills that earned 
her several promotions. 

Mrs. Gingie went from 
shelf clerk to her final position as 
assistant manager. No one could 
talk about People’s Store with-
out mentioning Mrs. Gingie. 

Mrs. Alvarez was active 
in organizing Queen of the Bay 
Pageants, spearheading La Im-
maculada charismatic, prayer 
and choir groups, and lending a 
helping hand to people in need.

 Now retired, Mrs. 
Alvarez continues to dem-
onstrate a passion and love 
for life through her involve-
ment in her community. 

On May 13, 1941, Ms 
Leolin Staine and Mr. Reginald 
Lashley welcomed their son 
Raymond Lashley. 

He Began his education 
at Wesley Primary School, and 
after his graduation from the 
Belize Technical College, he 
studied to be a pharmacist at 
the Old Belize City Hospital. 

During those days, he 
was also involved in Sports - 
Basketball, Cricket, Softball and 
Baseball.

After being transferred 
to the San Ignacio Hospital in 
1966, Raymond Lashley’s in-
volvement in sports took off. 
Alongside Bishop O.P. Mar-
tin, he organized an annual 

basketball tournament and he 
also formed the female softball 
team, Stork Club. 

When he returned to Be-
lize City that same year, he the 
Hoover Female Softball Team, 
and in that same year he was 
elected as the coach, and even-
tually manager of the National 
Team, which travelled to Jamai-
ca for the C.A.S.T Tournament. 
Belize was victorious.

With Lashley as its man-
ager for almost 20 years, the 
Belize National Women’s Team 
won seven medals: two Gold, 
three Silver, and two Bronze. 

His contribution and 
dedication to the development 
and growth of  World Softball 
led to his recognition and hon-
our by the International Soft-
ball Federation. 

Then in 1988, he was 
bestowed the Title of M.B.E by 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
11 for his outstanding and dis-
tinguished performance; and 
in 1997, he was elected into the 
International Softball Hall of 
Fame. 

He also served as Presi-
dent  of the Football Federation, 
Chairman of the Belize Basket-
ball     referees and Chairman of 
the National Sports Council.             

Raymond Lashley 

Ian Gaynair 

Woodrow West 

Woodrow Wilson West 
was born to Joe and Elma West 
on September 19, 1985 in Corozal 
Town. 

At an early age Woodrow 
displayed athletic talent as he en-
gaged in school sporting events 
at Libertad Methodist Primary 
School; but born into a family of 
footballers including his father, 
there was no surprise that he had 
an inclination for the sport. 

With his father as his 
personal coach, Woodrow spent 
quality hours training in his front 
yard. His father’s encourage-
ment, knowledge and Woodrow’s 
dedication showed quickly when 
Woodrow was named MVP For-
ward for the Primary School Foot-
ball Nationals. This would only 
signal the beginning of his football 
journey.

It was in High School that 
Woodrow made the comfortable 
move to goalkeeper, successfully 
playing in that capacity on every 
team until he landed himself a po-
sition of the U-21 National Selec-
tion. Since becoming of member 
of the Belize National Football 
A-Team in 2005, Mr. West has 

competed in fifteen international 
matches including the 2013 UN-
CAF Nations Cup in Costa Rica; 
there he assisted the Belize Jaguars 
to qualify for the first time to the 
Gold Cup. 

On July 28, 2013, Wood-
row and teammate Ian Gaynair 
received awards of honour for 
rejecting a match-fixing bribery 
during the Gold Cup. Such a show 
of honour and integrity is a reflec-
tion of Woodrow’s commitment 
to team, country and the sport he 
loves and has dedicated tremen-
dous time to – football. 

Lydia Jones-White and 
Steve Gaynair welcomed their 
third child, Ian Elvis Gaynair – or 
“Yellow” as he is better known – 
on February 26, 1986. 

Most of Ian’s time was 
spent playing football on Berger 
Field; he took it upon himself to 
learn the sport which he had a 
natural ability for. At age nine, 
he played with the U-10 Raptors 
team where he remained until he 
was able to join the U-17 National 
Team. Thereafter, he was drafted 
for the Kremandala team where 
he played in the semi-pro league; 
he then FC Belize winning two 
championships. 

At age twenty, Yellow was 
selected as a member of the Na-
tional A-Team that advanced to 
the CONCACAF Gold Cup after 
qualifying at the Copa Centro-
Americano Games in San Jose, 
Costa Rica this year, a first in Be-
lize’s football history. In Belize’s 
first Gold Cup match against the 
United States, Gaynair scored 
what was our  only goal through-
out their three matches. 

Ian presently plays with 
the Belmopan Bandits Football 
Team and is dedicated to his full-
time position at the Vital Statistics. 

He is also devoted father to 
his daughter and to the many chil-
dren who look to him as a father 
figure. He often visits his where he 
grew up and organizes summer 
programs for the neighbourhood 
children. 

Ian wishes to continue 
teaching youths to be humble and 
just dream big.
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Rafael Contreras Angela Therese Casey 

Lauren Burgess-Eagan 

Mary Eleanor Tillett 

Alberto “Chapay” Ra-
fael Contreras, J.P, was born 
in Benque Viejo Del Car-
men on January 16, 1939. 

He attended St. Jo-
seph School, now Mount 
Carmel Primary School.

Always passionate 
about the development of his 
home town, Rafael entered 
politics under the United 
Democratic Party in 1978 and 

served as a member of the 
Benque Viejo Town Board and 
served as Mayor of Benque 
Viejo from 1984 to 1986.

But his mark on Belizean 
history goes beyond politics. 

He coached the Mount 
Carmel School Football 
Team form 1970 to 1995 and 
led them to many victories. 

The Verdes Foot-
ball Club was born in 1980 
and Rafael would be known 
to play a significant role in 
its success. Verdes repre-
sented Belize at the CON-
CACAF stage several times. 

In 1985, Rafael Con-
treras was awarded Na-
tional Coach of the Year, 
and in 1987, he got second 
place for the same award. 

Though he officially 
stopped coaching the Verdes 
Football Club in 1995, he 
was never far from Foot-
ball, his life-long companion.      

A teacher for forty-three 
years, Mrs. Angela Therese Ca-
sey has touched the lives of over 
five thousand children from Bel-
mopan and surrounding areas. 

Her journey as a teacher 
began after receiving her Teach-
er’s diploma from the Belize 
Teachers’ College, starting her 
career as a teacher at the Roar-
ing Creek Roman Catholic Pri-
mary School and thereafter var-
ious schools throughout Belize. 

Mrs. Casey’s legacy, 
however, is best credited to the 
Belmopan Community Pre-
school which she founded in 
1983 and for which she was 
appointed Principal in 1984.

A desire to give younger 
children an advantage before 
enrolling in primary school and 
one year leave without pay is all 
it took to start the school. With 
overwhelming response, the 
school relocated from its small 
Corozal Street location to a new-
ly-constructed building funded 
by USAID. The school opened 
its doors in October 1987.

With a passion for 
teaching, Mrs. Casey returned 

to her post as principal at the 
Belmopan Community Pre-
school only four years af-
ter her retirement in 2000. 

She has served many 
years as a Cayo Preschool 
zone leader, as a member 
of the Cayo District Pre-
school Association, a Sunday 
school teacher and a leader 
of her church ladies’ group. 

Wife to Mr. Simon Ca-
sey and mother to sons, Evan 
and Paul, Mrs. Casey remains 
actively involved with edu-
cation and her community.

Born in 1934 in the 
small community of English 
Town in Southern Belize, 
Mary Eleanor Tillett nee An-
derson would grow up to be 
a dedicated educator to thou-
sands of Belizean students. 

Not entering school 
until the age of eight, Eleanor  
embarked on her journey of 

education throughout which 
she acquired a love of learn-
ing. 

After graduating as 
valedictorian from St. Hilda’s 
College at age 17, she began 
her teaching career. 

Eleanor taught at seven 
primary schools in the coun-
try, guiding students through 
their formative years of educa-
tion. 

She retired from teach-
ing in 1993, but couldn’t stay 
away from the classroom. El-
eanor continued to teach until 
2006 and also served in sev-
eral consultative capacities for 
the Ministry of Education and 
the Anglican School Manage-
ment. 

Her dedication has re-
sulted in her students saying 
that she gave them the “cour-
age to try and the wings to fly”. 

Mrs. Lauren Burgess-
Eagan is a graduate of the Be-
lize Technical College, class of 
1973. 

She has been no stran-
ger to the Belizean public due 
to her work as a radio and 
TV host on the “Laaren da 
Mawnin, Laaren Again and 
Laaren Boil Up” show. 

She has served several 
times as a mistress of ceremo-
ny and showcasing her comic 
monologue work at many 
events for over 35 years. 

Ms. Lauren has served 
a teacher and counsellor to the 
youth. She is a member of the 
board for Hand in Hand Min-
istries; the founder, organizer 
and trainer of Ms. Plus Belize 
Pageant; founder and director 
of the Port Loyola Organiza-

tion for Women; and has as-
sisted in numerous outreach 
programs. 

All her achievements 
and experiences leave no ques-
tion to her personal objective, 
which is “to empower, edu-
cate, encourage and enlighten 
women of our society”. 
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Louis Antonio Garbutt
(Posthumously)

Jesse Young 

Raymond A. Gongora 

Victoria Adelia Cunningham 

Better known as “the 
Mugger” and “Bembe”, Louis 
Antonio Garbutt is considered 
one of Belize’s greatest football 
legends. 

At the age of six, a young 
Louis – born on September 
19, 1940 - migrated from his 
birthplace in Puerto Cortez, 
Honduras to Belize City where 
he attended Ebenezer School. 

Louis developed his tal-
ent as a footballer and passion 

for the sport as a young boy, 
playing at the Barracks at eve-
ry chance he got. 

He soon joined the 
Dunlop Junior Team that won 
then reigning senior champi-
ons, Diamond - A, in a dra-
matic and historic post-season 
match in 1958. 

Next, he joined BEC 
where he played one season 
before forming his own team 
with sponsorship from then 
Premier, George Price. The 
team was named Independ-
ence and was best known for 
their 4-1 win over a visiting 
Mexican team that had beaten 
all other teams including the 
reigning champions. 

Though he is best 
known as a legendary football-
er, he was also an outstanding 
basketball player. It is unfortu-
nate that younger generations 
in Belize know little of “the 
Mugger” who lived for sports.

Edward and Millicent 
McKoy welcomed Jessie Young 
to their Big Falls, Belize District 
family in 1960. 

Though spending seven 
years at St Paul’s Roman Catholic 
School and passing an entrance 
exam to attend high school, Jes-
sie never did due to financial 
constraints.  

This fact did not pre-
vent her from becoming a pupil 
teacher at the Sand Hill Primary 
School in 1976-78 with her hus-
band, the late Fallet Young, who 
she married some years before. 

Mrs. Young continued 
her career with stops at William-
son Industry and Radisson Fort 
George and Biltmore. 

Her largest imprint is felt 
in helping to establish the world 
famous Community Baboon 
Sanctuary and organising wom-
en from stakeholder villages to 
manage the sanctuary. 

Never losing sight of her 
primary interests in education 
and nature conservation, Jessie 
has served on various boards 
such as PACT, Association of 
Protected Areas Managers, Ber-
mudian Landing Village coun-

cil, Belize Rural High School, 
Harmony Pre School and the 
Community Baboon Sanctuary 
Women’s Conservation Group.

Jessie Young, no stranger 
to receiving awards, is particu-
larly proud of her 2010 Women’s 
Department Woman of the year 
award and the BTB Lifetime 
achievement award received 
earlier this year. 

She currently works at 
the Belize Red Cross where she 
has been a volunteer for the past 
thirty four years. 

Mrs Young is blessed 
with six children.

On January 25, 1950, 
Madge Belisle and the late Her-
bert Pratt welcomed their daugh-
ter, Victoria Adelia Cunning-
ham. She began her education 
at Wesley Primary School where 
she also entered the teaching 
profession in 1968. With a knack 
for teaching, she enhanced her 
skills earning first and second 
class teacher’s certificates and 
then earning her Teacher’s Di-

ploma from the Belize Teachers’ 
College in 1979. 

Even with twenty-five 
years in the classroom, ‘Teach-
er Vic’ as she is affectionately 
known, is better known for 
teaching music. At age 7, Victo-
ria started playing the piano and 
successfully sat theory and prac-
tical music examinations from 
the Royal Schools of Music right 
through to Grade 7. Thirteen 
years of teaching music, she sees 
learning music and learning to 
play an instrument as essential 
components of young people’s 
educational and social life; she 
continues to inspire and encour-
age young people to do just that. 

Formerly the pianist and 
organist at the Wesley and St. 
Luke’s Methodist Churches, Ms. 
Cunningham continues to serve 
as the official organist at Trinity 
Methodist Church where she has 
been for the last twenty-six years. 
Today, she continues to share 
her talent in the service of her 
church, community and country. 

Having been made a 
Member of the Order of the 
British Empire in Belize in 2011, 
it is only fitting that the Land 
of the Free honour this son of 
the soil for his tireless contribu-
tions to education and the arts 
in Belize and the wider Belizean 
diaspora.

Raymond A. Gongora’s 
educational and professional 
experience cover the areas of 
Theatre arts and Drama in edu-
cation, advanced youth work, 
customer service supervision, 
quality as well as production 
and direction in the arts. 

He has been a board 
member with diasporic or-
ganisations such as the Greater 
Caribbean American Cultur-
al Coalition and the Belizean 
Consortium for Development 

to name just two.
Raymond and his wife 

Veronica share three children. 
His goal remains to “Organ-
ise the Diaspora to become 
a vibrant arm in our socie-
ties emerging as an active and 
strong voice on behalf of and 
for all Belizeans”.
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Gwendoline Zetina Mr. Victorino C. Chin 

Herbert Nathaniel Eiley 
September 1914 - January 1996

(Posthumously)

Andrew Wigmore 

Andrew Wigmore, married 
to Cath and father of Evie and 
William, is Founder and Man-
aging Director of Wigmore Me-
dia Group, a leading interna-
tional consultancy in marketing 
and communications. For the 
last 15 years this holder of Be-
lize and Britain dual citizenship 
has been advising prominent 
individuals and companies on 
strategy, media, crisis manage-
ment and engagement with 
legislators and regulators. 
He holds numerous director-
ships and vested interest in 
healthcare and insurance busi-
nesses he was instrumental in 
creating. These business lean-
ings merge with the charities he 
supports including HRH Prince 
Harry’s Well Child Charity and 
the Belize Children’s Trust.
Other pursuits include, politics 
and journalism which have seen 
Andrew work extensively as a 
producer/journalist with SKY 
News, Channel One and British 
Forces Radio in Berlin and Lon-
don to mention a few in addi-

tion to covering US politics and 
from 1990-94. For the last ten 
years he has also been part of 
the Ministry of Justice Regula-
tory Advisory Group in the UK.
Closer to home, this keen sports-
man has represented Belize at 
numerous international events, 
2012 alone saw him being ap-
pointed as a Senior Justice of the 
Peace for services to the Belize 
Olympic and Commonwealth 
Games Association such as be-
ing an Attache’ for Belize at the 
London 2012 Olympic Games.

Herbert Nathaniel Eiley 
was born in Placencia Village 
to John and Trelatha Eiley. 

He displayed a love for 
sports from a young age and 
grew up to be a well-known 
pioneer in sports in Placencia. 

He was the captain of 
the Invincible Cricket Club of 

Placencia and led the team to 
many victories. He had a great 
rapport with his team and in-
stilled in them a discipline in 
their performance. 

Mr. Herbert was well-
liked and people looked for-
ward to seeing him at the 
games. For him, every game, 
win or lose, was an enjoyable 
experience. 

He also loved football 
and softball and supported the 
local teams. His passion for 
sports has trickled down into 
his children and grandchil-
dren.

His son Lester Eiley, 
represented Belize on the Na-
tional Cricket Team in Mex-
ico. His granddaughter Ke-
rah Eiley has made her mark 
in Women’s Cycling and his 
grandson Dalton Eiley Jr. is 
the captain of Belize National 
Football Team. 

Born on October 10th, 
1935 was proud resident of the 
Garden City, Mrs. Gwendo-
line Zetina, or as most people 
know her, ‘Mrs. Zet’. 

Though she calls the 
City of Belmopan home, Mrs. 
Zet hails from Banana Bank 
in the Cayo District where she 
was born. It was not until 1981 
that she moved to the Capital 
City when her husband retired 

from the government service. 
There was no doubt that from 
the time she saw Belmopan, 
she loved it – its peace, tran-
quillity, greenery, and resi-
dents.

In her early years, Mrs. 
Zetina sewed for her family 
and many others. Her great 
love for plants and gardening, 
led to her involvement with 
flower booth at the Agricul-
tural Show. 

She once made funeral 
wreaths, but now she uses her 
love for plants and her talent 
to create beautiful floral ar-
rangements for friends and 
charitable organizations.

Ms. Gwen remains ac-
tive as a Lay Minister at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Cathedral 
where she is also a choir mem-
ber. She is also an active mem-
ber of the Belmopan Lion’s 
Club, Help Age, the Cancer 
Society and the Senior Steps 
Dance Group. 

Victorino C. Chin was 
born in Orange Walk Town to 
Eustaqiuo Chin and Teodo-
cia Chin. He is a Justice of the 
Peace and retired teacher in 
Orange Walk.

Chin has been active in 
his community as a teacher, 
personnel in the Ministry of 
Education and as a resident of 
Orange Walk. 

He held workshops to 
train teachers in different ar-
eas, started the formation of a 
new teachers’ union, an NGO 
called Friends of Fresh Wa-
ter Creek Forest Reserve, co-
founded the Association of 
Justices of the Peace in Orange 
Walk and organized artists 
of Orange Walk to paint and 
mount a painting exhibition in 

Orange Walk. 
Chin continues to serve 

his community with his best 
intentions, talents and love for 
all Orange Walkenos and for 
the country of Belize. 

Meritorious Service Award 

Meritorious Service Award 

Meritorious Service Award 

Meritorious Service Award 

(Information and Pictures from Government Press Office)  


