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The Detriment of Passive Support  

and the Benefit of Passive Resistance 
 

By Charles Leslie, Jr. 

Placencia Village Council Chairman 

 

In today’s world, many of us are accustomed to 

the adage that “someone else will do it, it is not 

my problem,”  or “it does not affect me.”  

 

Many call this  apathy.  I beg to differ.  I don’t 

believe it is solely apathy.  I believe  we live in 

a time where we are bombarded with so much, 

and have so much going on in our own personal 

lives, that we  are passive supporters. 

 

Passive support means we complain about situ-

ations, but take no action to affect changes or 

improvements in these situations.  Passive sup-

port is everywhere and practiced by everyone, 

whether they are aware of it, or not. 

 

For example, I believe passive support is the 

reason why people complain about: 

 Facebook, yet they are on Facebook every 

single day for hours at a time. 

 How expensive a particular restaurant is, 

yet they eat there every week with their 

family and friends. 

 A particular political party, yet vote them 

back into power, time and time again. 

 

It is easy to call in the morning shows, and 

write letters to the newspapers or stand on the 

street corner and complain about how bad a 

particular Government administration is.   

 

However, the majority of Belizeans fail to back 

it up with meaningful action.  They fall for the 

same old political tricks, such as selling their 

votes, knowing that they will endure the same 

hardships, and maybe even worse, because they 

are re--electing the same people responsible for 

these hardships. 

 

And we pay a big price for our passive support. 

 

Passive support is the child of inaction. If we 

oppose something and do nothing but complain 

about it, we become supporters of what we are 

against.  Our passivity guarantees that nothing 

will change. 

 

Each time we address issues and do not act,  we 

fail to be the change we want to see in the 

world. 

 

Our nation, especially our future generations, 

our young people and children are paying a 

high price for our passive inactivity. 

 

What is needed in this country is Passive 

Resistance 

 

Passive resistance can bring this ship about in 

Belize. 

 

Passive resistance, also known as “the politics 

of ordinary people,” is the practice of achieving 

goals through nonviolent actions that challenge 

social, political, cultural, legal, or governmental 

issues.  Action need not be violent—change can 

happen peacefully.   

 

Picketing, peaceful demonstrations, economic 

boycotts, tax resistance, strikes, distribution of 

informational leaflets, protest art, protest music, 
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Fab 1 dredges in the Placencia Lagoon without using silt curtains, as required by Section 3.02.5 of its 

environmental compliance plan (ECP) for the construction of a dry dock and boat storage on the Lagoon near Serenity Resort.   The 

ECP was signed by Doug Ingersoll, who is also a director of the Hatchet Caye resort development.  Silt curtains are required when 

dredging in the Lagoon to protect the Lagoon from silt created by the dredging process.  This silt can smother and kill seagrass beds and 

harm fish, manatee, dolphins and other forms of wildlife in the Placencia Lagoon by cutting off sunlight and reducing visibility needed 

for marine animals to find and catch food. 

Save our Trees! 

 

by Ciara Vernon 
(Ciara Vernon,14 year old daughter of Placencia’s Deb and Dave Vernon, owners of Deb and Dave’s Last Resort,  North Beach and  Toadal Adven-

tures, will attend Independence High School in the fall.  Roots and Reef is proud to publish this persuasive essay Ciara wrote as a school assignment)  

 

Recently in our community, I witnessed the clearing of a property for development. The bulldozer just came through and hit down every 

tree in its way. Old trees that have been there for over 50 years got pulled out. Having to witness that made me very sad. The cutting of 

trees is very bad for the environment.  It can cause many things to happen in the area.  Everyone should help prevent all sorts of destruc-

tion and tearing up of trees. We all can help keep our environment healthy and beautiful. 

 

Cutting down our trees will do damage to the ground.  It can cause erosion in the sand. The sand will start eroding because there are no 

roots to hold it together.  Roots are an important part of keeping soil from eroding. Cleared land will flood a lot in lower areas because  

continued on page 6 
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Lionfish:  King of the Reef? 
 
By Alison Stogner and Will Stevenson, Texas A&M University undergraduate student 

interns at Southern Environmental Association (SEA) 

 

Just as the African lion, the top predator in its environment, is referred to as king, the lion-

fish may soon take reign over the reefs in the Caribbean Sea.  A non-native predator, lion-

fish are believed to have been released into the Western Atlantic off the coast of Florida in 

1992 when Hurricane Andrew damaged a Florida pet shop.  In the next 20 years, lionfish 

populations exploded across the western Atlantic basin, threatening local fish and the peo-

ple who rely on local fish for food and income. 

 

Originally native to the Indo-Pacific, lionfish have now been sighted as far north as Massachusetts and as far south as South America.  

Lionfish were first discovered in Belize in 2008 at Glover’s Atoll on a diving trip with Sea Horse Diveshop and have since proliferated 

throughout our coastal waters since that time.  (The first capture of a lionfish was in the Turneffe Atoll, also in 2008.) 

 

Lionfish, which are covered in extended venomous spines, are effective hunters of many types of prey.  They have no true predators in 

their new Caribbean environment, making their proliferation extremely rapid and difficult to control.  Research in the Bahamas found an 

almost 80% loss of native fish after lionfish entered Bahama waters.  Belize could also lose a similar number of reef fish as lionfish in-

vade Belizean waters.   

 

Very important to understand is that while the spines of the lionfish are venomous, the fish itself is not poisonous, and is not only safe to 

eat, but also tastes very good – so good that Belize’s Fisheries Department believes lionfish can be controlled here primarily by catching 

and eating them.  (Encouraging sharks, large grouper and Moray eels to enjoy tasty lionfish is another way to control the lionfish inva-

sion of Belize).     

 

Researchers in Belize are eager to observe the effect of the lionfish invasion on ecosystems ranging from reefs to sea grass beds to man-

groves.  In Bacalar Chico Marine Reserve in northern Belize, Blue Ventures, a volunteer-based non-profit organization, has been moni-

toring the lionfish population explosion since early 2011.   

 

Lionfish have also moved rapidly south in the last two years and now researchers from the Southern Environmental Association (SEA) 

in Placencia and the Toledo Institute for Development and Environment (TIDE) in Punta Gorda are working with Blue Ventures to gath-

er data on the lionfish invasion.  Researchers want to figure out new ways to control lionfish in our waters and to do that they are look-

ing at which habitats and prey lionfish prefer and how lionfish are affecting native fish stocks.  

 

Clearly lionfish are a serious threat to the health and future of marine environments they invade, and we won’t have comprehensive so-

lutions to control lionfish until we understand how lionfish live and flourish in their new Belize environment.  One thing is certain 

though, if something is not done quickly and effectively, the lionfish problem will continue to unfold, leaving us to wonder:  Will lion-

fish soon be the King of the Reef? 

 

Alison and Will are interns at SEA throughout June and July, supervised by SEA’s Science Director Dr. Annelise Hagan.   

 

 

Circles show areas where Lionfish have invaded. 

Silent Complain 
 

I keep Silent 

Even when I know 

Who made the Blood flow 

 in a constant stream 

Until another life goes dim 

 

I keep Silent 

I turn a blind eye 

And in my Silence I wonder why 

So many mothers 

 are left to cry 

And I hope for a change 

A change I know 

It will never come 

Until this Silence is broken 

A change will come 

 when I stop hiding home 

A change will come 

When I stop keep secrets 

That are not my own 

Then and only then 

A change will come 

Am I willing to take that step?  

 

Magda Morales 

Update 

Antillean Cages 

Jamaicans want fish to feed their people.  Be-

lizean fisherfolk in the southern waters of 

Monkey River and Punta Gorda stepped for-

ward to meet that demand by trapping fish 

with Antillean cages (traps) and selling the 

fish directly to PG Fisheries and Rainforest 

Seafood, (Rainforest) both Jamaican compa-

nies. 

 

However, last year Fisheries Department 

banned these Antillean cages that some of our 

fishermen use for being “too efficient and 

unsustainable.”  That means fishing using 

these cages was rapidly exhausting our fisher-

ies and also disrupting the ecological balance 

of our marine environment. 

 

Fisheries ordered all fishermen to pull the 

Antillean traps by the end of January, 2012.  

Fisherfolk who did not comply would face 

prosecution by the Fisheries Department. 

However, current information from Fisheries 

indicates that only about 25 Antillean traps 

have been pulled, with the fishermen still fish-

ing with these banned traps. 

 

According to a source in the Fisheries Depart-

ment: “It is becoming increasingly tedious 

trying to monitor this trap removal.  We have 

not caught any fishermen dropping or lifting 

Antillean cages.  It is my opinion Belize fish-

ermen are being tricky.” 

 

In an attempt to get a handle on this crisis, 

Fisheries has done two things:  It issued cease 

and desist letters to both Rainforest and PG 

Fisheries to stop buying fish caught in these 

traps. 

 

Fisheries is also now requiring an approval of 

all cages to be used for fishing. Again, our 

source states: “Fisheries is asking to first look 

at the design of a cage before it is actually 

built.  If the design promotes sustainable fish-

ing, approval for construction will be granted, 

and the cage will be registered in the fisher-

men’s name.  Fisheries does not object to cage 

fishing, but we will accept only those cages 

designed for sustainable fishing.” 

 

Antillean cages wiped out the fishing industry 

in Jamaica.  These cages are larger than Beliz-

ean cages, have two entrances (Belizean cages 

have only one) which allow them to trap too 

many grazing fish.  This indiscriminate taking 

of fish from all spectrums of the Sea is not 

only unsustainable, but is disruptive of the 

natural balance of the Sea.  



A Day In The Life: 

Chelo and Therese Sierra 
“The Selection Committee for the 37th International Award for Tourist, Hotel, and Catering 

Industry, an award created by our publishing house in collaboration with the Trade Lead-

ers’ Club to honour the most outstanding establishments in the tourist, hotel, restaurant, and 

catering fields, has chosen RESTAURANT OMAR’S as a winner of the 2012 award.” 

 

Trade Leaders’ Club, Madrid, Spain, www.tradeleadersclub.com 

 

Omar’s Creole Grub, on the road in 

the heart of Placencia Village, 

doesn’t look real fancy, but this 

international award affirms what we 

all know—Marcello (“Chelo”) and 

Therese Sierra sure can deliver the 

goods on Creole cooking! 

 

Omar’s Creole Grub is only one of 

three businesses the Sierras own.  

They also own and operate Omar’s 

Guesthouse on the Sidewalk across 

from St. John’s School and Omar’s 

Laundry Service. 

 

Getting through a day running three 

businesses is a delicate balancing 

act.  It begins at 5 AM when 

Therese cranks up the washing ma-

chine to do the laundry for her 

guesthouse.  Then she heads over to 

the restaurant where she oversees 

its operations. 

 

Says Therese, a born Placencia gal, 

daughter of Bobo Lopez and Julia 

Leslie, “I’m pretty much at the res-

taurant from 7 AM-3 PM every day 

except Saturday.  Chelo and I cut 

up chickens and I prep all the side dishes, like rice and beans and salads.  We serve break-

fast, lunch, and dinner, so Chelo and I are constantly prepping not just for one meal, but for 

the next one, as well.  We have to be prepared for just about anything. 

 

“People see Chelo running up and down the road on his bike.  They think he does it for exer-

cise.  Actually, he is doing all the shopping for our restaurant, searching out the best vegeta-

bles and fish.  He buys fish and conch directly from the fishermen and cleans and fillets the 

fish himself.  When lobster season is on, Chelo paddles out in a canoe to his special spots in 

the Sea and he dives for lobster.  If we had to buy lobster, we wouldn’t be able to offer our 

diners such a good price. 

 

“Our tourists usually arrive by boat or bus, so we have to pay attention to those schedules 

and be at the guest house to sign them in, so we go back and forth a lot between the guest 

house and the restaurant.” 

 

The Sierras are a tight-knit family, and their businesses rely on their four children helping 

out.  Cara is a student at Independence High School and helps Therese with the guest house 

laundry when she returns later in the day.  Omar, for whom the restaurant is named, works at 

the Southern Environmental Association during the day, then helps cook at night.  Grayson 

attends school at night, so he pitches in during the day.  Eddie, before he got another job, 

cooked and waited tables. 

 

They all find their way home between 10 and 11 at night. 

 

The Sierras are proud of their 20 years in the food industry, starting out as a tiny take-out 

stand on the Sidewalk across from Serenade Guesthouse, progressing to a full-service res-

taurant on the Sidewalk in the mid 90s. 

 

But, they lost their home and their restaurant in Hurricane Iris in 2001, and, like so many 

Placencia folks, had to start all over again.                                  (continued in right column) 

 

“Give Us Water to Drink” 

 

Life can’t exist without water, and experts have forecast that in the not-so-distant-future, 

water will be worth more than oil or gold.  Already, the price that Americans pay for water 

is rising faster than the cost of any other utility service in the United States — be it gas, 

electricity, or telephone.   In fact, water prices in 30 major U.S. cities rose 18 percent over 

the last two years.  Chicago residents saw the greatest increase, nearly 25 percent in the 

past year 

 

Fortunately, Belize is blessed with abundant, clean water – for now.  But, we must protect 

our water to make sure that our children, grandchildren, and their grandchildren will con-

tinue to have the same good, clean water that we do. 

 

In 2010/2011, the Belize Government enacted the National Integrated Water Resources Act 

to begin regulating and protecting our national water supplies. 

 

The Act clearly states that all ground water, surface water and flowing water belong to the 

Government, not to any person or company.  The Act also mandates that anyone who wants 

to use our national waters must get a license and pay for the use or our waters.  (This li-

cense applies to almost all uses of water except home and agricultural uses, and includes 

collection of rainwater from roofs for non-domestic and non-agricultural uses.) 

 

In addition, the Act requires that anyone who wants to dig a well must obtain a license first, 

that existing wells must be registered and that throwing or dumping anything (including 

garbage) into a well or body of water is illegal and carries a fine of ten thousand to one 

hundred thousand dollars and/or one year in prison.   

 

All in all, the Act is a pretty good start at water protection.  However, it does include some 

disturbing provisions that could threaten our drinking water supplies. 

 

1. Agricultural use of water is not regulated, no matter how much water is used, or 

what is put into the water (such as insecticides and pesticides).  A massive palm oil planta-

tion is currently being proposed in the Toledo District.  If that plantation actually comes 

into being, under the Act, the Government is not required to regulate the amount of water 

used for irrigation, even if that water use threatens drinking water supplies for neighboring 

communities.  That same massive plantation would also not be required to get a permit to 

discharge polluted water as long as the polluted water resulted from “good agricultural 

practices.”  (Sections 27, 66(3) and 74 of the Act) 

 

2. Anyone who drills a well to explore or drill for oil or other minerals must “take 

measures” to protect ground water.  However, the measures that must be taken are limited 

to ones that won’t interfere with the exploration or drilling.  That means that the Act gives 

priority to oil and minerals over people’s drinking water and would allow pollution of 

ground water if preventing the pollution interferes with drilling.  (Section 42 of the Act) 

 

3. The Government is not required to consult with anyone before issuing a license 

for commercial water uses – the Act says that the Government may consult with the public, 

but doesn’t require any consultation – or notice that a license was issued.  That means that 

the Government could license someone to start bottling water out of Placencia’s water sup-

plies and not even tell us about it before the license was issued.  (Section 16(4) of the Act) 

 

4. The granting, cancellation or refusal of a license is subject to ministerial discre-

tion, meaning, for example, that if a license to discharge waste in a river is denied because 

it would cause too much pollution, a minister could decide to give the license anyway.  

(Section 21 of the Act) 

 

5. The Act discourages water conservation because a license may be taken away if 

the license holder isn’t using all the water licensed to be used.  (Section 58(1)(b) of the 

Act.) 

 

A copy of the Act is available for download at 

www..pcsdbelize.org/water_resources_act.pdf 
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Therese recalls, “It was a real rough time for us then.  But, moving to the road from the 

Sidewalk after Hurricane Iris really turned things around for us, and last November, we 

were able to expand and triple our seating capacity in the restaurant.  

 

“Chelo, who was born in Independence across the Lagoon, but has called Placencia home 

for over 30 years, is a real jack of all trades, and with his own hands built not only our 

house and guest house, but our restaurant, as well.” 

 

As Chelo explains, “We don’t advertise or do anything via email, but what we do provide 

is an authentic Placencia meal and cultural experience for our guests.  We have been writ-

ten up in budget guide books, so people come looking for us.  The big resorts on the Penin-

sula send their guests to our restaurant for real Creole food.  We have tourists from Hop-

kins come all the way to Placencia just for a meal with us. 

 

“We love our culture, even though it is changing so fast.  Being friendly, making people 

feel at home, giving a good laugh, and offering a plate of well prepared food, that’s why 

people come to Omar’s Creole Grub.  We see an even better future for the new season.” 

 

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed  

people can change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that 

ever has. 

Margaret Mead 

http://www.tradeleadersclub.com
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The Placencia Lagoon and Whale Sharks 
 
Dr Annelise Hagan, Science Program Director, Southern Environmental Association (SEA)   

a.b.hagan@seabelize.org 

 
The past few months have seen the ocean waters bubbling with activity, just one hour’s boat ride from Placencia.   

 

Gladden Spit and Silk Cayes Marine Reserve (GSSCMR) is the most eastern Marine Protected Area on the Belize Barrier 

Reef and is co-managed by the Placencia-based non-government organization, Southern Environmental Association (SEA), 

and Belize Fisheries Department. 

 

Declared a marine protected area in 2000, GSSCMR covers approximately 27,000 acres and includes some of the best ex-

amples of barrier reef, patch reefs and seagrass beds in Belize.    

 

Deep water to the east, the shape of the seabed and the water movement at Gladden Spit promontory (known locally as ‘the elbow’ because of its angular nature) have made this 

the most important fish spawning aggregation site in Belize.  Up to 30 different species gather at this site throughout the year, many of which (such as snappers and groupers) are 

commercially important.  

 

For the months of March – June, for approximately 10 days after the full moon, schools of thousands of snappers gather to spawn.  These huge walls of fish are a sight to behold 

in themselves, but following close behind come the masters of the deep... the magnificent and majestic whale sharks. 

 

Whale sharks, the largest fish in the sea, can reach up to 40 feet in length.  They are certainly the ocean’s 

gentle giants, feeding only on microscopic plankton – and snapper spawn is a particular favourite!  This 

spawning activity is an essential component of Placencia’s tourism industry, and it is important that the 

reserve is managed to maintain its fish stocks and the associated whale shark aggregations far into the 

future. 

 

Coral reefs and the flora and fauna they support cannot occur in isolation.  Coral reefs have two equally 

important associated ecosystems; mangroves and seagrasses.  Juvenile fish, conch and lobsters hide out in 

the underwater jungles of mangrove prop roots and seagrass blades.  Here they are safe from predators, 

and here they live until they are big enough to brave the open reefs 

 

The connectivity between these 3 different ecosystems means that the destruction of one can have serious 

implications on another.  

 

Placencia Lagoon is a thriving habitat of dense mangroves and seagrass beds, but its future is threatened.  

It is obvious to see that development along the Placencia Peninsular is occurring at an increasing rate.    

 

Much of this development induces the clearing of mangroves and underwater dredging, leaving unconsolidated land vulnerable to erosion and seagrass beds smothered in silt.  

Although seemingly far offshore, GSSCMR at sea is not immune to the effects of Placencia Peninsula’s coastal development.  

 

Rainy season is now upon us and as the rain falls on the land, pollutants, fertilizers and pesticides from nearby agricultural lands, and sediment from exposed shorelines, gets 

washed into the sea. Ocean currents can transport these pollutants and sediments far offshore and ultimately they end up on our offshore coral reefs.  

 

The only way to combat these threats to our offshore reefs is to stop destructive coastal development practises and preserve and restore these important ecosystems.  

 

Our tourism and fishing industries depend on healthy reefs, mangroves and seagrass beds.  Let us work together to determine how development can continue, but not to the detri-

ment of the natural environment. 

Deadly Diesel Fumes 
 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has discovered a definitive link between diesel fumes and lung and bladder cancer, especially in countries such as Belize where low sul-

fur diesel fuel is not available.   

 

WHO rates the risk for cancer from breathing diesel fumes similar to the risk of cigarette smoking, asbestos exposure and ultraviolet radiation. 

 

So, please be considerate if you drive a diesel vehicle, and don’t leave your vehicle idling.  Idling doesn’t cut down on fuel consumption, doesn’t extend the life of your engine 

and creates a lot of ugly noise.   

 

Plus, we now know that your idling diesel engine can kill someone. 

 

Please turn them off!  
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Our Roots 
by Adrian Vernon 

 

Before my forefathers arrived here on this Peninsula in the early 1700’s, there 

was nothing but trees and bush.   

 

My ancestors brought even more plants with them.  One thing is for sure, we had 

a lot of trees.  From Sea to Lagoon, we had-trees to eat from, trees for medicine, 

trees to build with, trees for fire and trees for tools. 

 

However, we have slowly lost almost all the bush.  The loss happened so slowly 

that we didn’t realise what we were losing.  It seems like we woke up one morn-

ing and it was gone.  I could no longer find blossom berries or hog plum, no 

black coco plum or star apple, no more pin wing or even bab apple. 

 

But, even with these losses, we never paid it much mind because most of our 

larger trees were still here.  No one bothered the larger trees or the major fruit 

trees.  All new developers seemed to respect nature enough to give the natural 

environment a chance. 

 

Now people develop land in strange ways:  they clear cut the land, build and then 

try to replant.  They cut trees hundreds of years old without thought of their his-

tory, without knowing their stories, or their contribution to our communities.   

 

They cut down these pillars of our past and destroy their roots; roots long embed-

ded in our communities.  These trees are statues that speak to where we were and 

where we came from.  Their roots – and our roots --  can no longer hold past and 

present together.  The trees, and the roots, are gone. 

 

Now we cry out:  “My land is washing away! I’m losing my beach, and my home 

is falling into the Sea!” 

 

Do you remember that sea grape or coco plum you cut down because the children 

bothered you for the fruit?  Or the fishermen’s tobacco you cut because it was too 

ugly?  Or the cashew tree or mango tree you chopped whose overly ripe fruit 

dropped to the ground and was stinky and too hard to rake up? 

 

Those trees protected and held our land.   

 

They also held us to our past, our history, and the history and culture of our com-

munities. 

 

You cut them down, and we lose our land and we lose our future. 

 

Please consider the trees as you build a life or a business here.   

Native plants are native for a reason and if we can look close enough we can see 

the beauty and value in every one of them – and the way they’ve shaped the cul-

ture, communities and environment that make our Peninsula so dear to the hearts 

of so many. 

Fair Comment 
Rum Point Roots 

The Beviers Arrive in Placencia    
1971:  A Bevier Family Recollection 

 

The Bevier family, George, Corol, 

Wade, Dan, Tani and Tico, moved to 

Placencia in the early 1970s and 

founded and operated Rum Point 

Inn just north of the airstrip for 

more than 30 years.  We asked 

Corol, Wade, Tani and Tico Bevier 

to tell us about their early times in 

Placencia, and some of their recol-

lections follow.  (Thank you Corol, 

Wade, Tani, and Tico.) 

 

Dad said, “We are moving to British 

Honduras,” as it was still known 

back then.  My goodness!  Well, 

after Guatemala, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, and Atlanta, why not?   

 

So the first of our family of Beviers—dad George, and sons Wade, 17, and Dan, 15-- packed up 

the VW Beetle and took off from our Atlanta home in July of 1971.   Wade recalls those first 

days of clearing brush and learning where and how to exist on this piece of land half way between 

Seine Bight and Placencia.  There was a stout house built at least 10 years before by Fred Cabral, 

a noted ship builder, who knew how it was done well. The house had been empty for some time, 

so much needed to be done before the other family members could join the adventure. 

 

The rest of the family, mom Corol, Tani, 13, and Tico,12, and two dogs, stayed in Atlanta pack-

ing and selling our home.  In November, George came up and the rest of us left behind in Atlanta 

all flew to Belize City, which in those days was quite a shock in itself.  Those open drains and 

dilapidated houses were not too reassuring.  

 

Next day, it was off to Silver Creek and then by barge to Maya Beach.  Back then there were sev-

eral families living there and they had a small store and acted as Post Office.  Jim Gavigan, owner 

of Placencia Cove (later known as Mother Oceans), had a small tractor and trailer that he used to 

carry all of us, including the dogs, to Rum Point.  There was no road, only a sand trail. 

 

We walked up from trail to house.  The house was of traditional construction and was divided 

into the main house living area and attached cooking/kitchen space.  There was no electricity or 

any of the things one was used to in the US such as telephone, TV or hot water.  There was, hap-

pily, an indoor bathroom.  Fred had built two stout water vats and had a 55 gal. drum on the roof 

into which water could be hand pumped and then piped into the bathroom and kitchen.   As you 

can well imagine, water pumping was not a favorite task. 

 

Our transport was a 12 ft. inflatable Avon with no keel but with a 3.5 hp Seagull motor.  This 

worked pretty well unless the tide was against you, as was often the case, during trips up to Maya 

Beach to collect mail and, at times, fresh produce. 

 

The first tasks involved building a house for the generator that was to come, a water tower to hold 

a larger tank, three rooms beneath the house for the three boys and, best of all, a large verandah.   

 

The building projects were undertaken by the Martinez twins, Paul and Max, from Seine Bight, 

who did a wonderful job of everything from estimating material needed to the actual construction. 

 

 Everything had to be brought in by Sea either from Mango Creek or by lighter from Belize City.  

The process was lengthy and lent itself to much difficulty in ordering and hauling.  All the build-

ing was done with hand tools and has withstood many years and storms. 

 

In addition to the building on land was the digging of a channel through the inner lagoon to the 

outer lagoon.  That became our back wharf.  All of this work, too, was done by Seine Bight work-

ers shoveling by hand at low tide. 

 

For the most part we walked everywhere.  At that time, Placencia already had its famous side-

walk…somewhat shorter and narrower than it has become.   

 

Miss Doris Leslie was postmistress, keeper of the only telephone as well as a small shop featuring 

canned goods and a few staples.   

 

A bit further towards the Coop, was another shop run by 

Mr. George Cabral, his wife, Miss Tensy, and various of 

their 14 children.   

 

In the back of town was the third shop run by Mr. Harbert 

Eiley, Miss Dorothy and their large family.   

 

The Coop was very much a center of activity as well as 

source of the only electricity.  Your location on the grid 

dictated how much power you got…often either too much 

or too little, to the sorrow of those few folks who had re-

frigerators.  

 

Corol concludes: 

 

Placencia at that time was a lovely small village 

in which everyone knew everyone. A village in which one’s Sea transport was a dory 

with, maybe, a 12 hp engine.  It was a good spirited place in which folks greeted one 

another with “Good Mornin’’. or “Good Night” when meeting along the sidewalk.  The 

holidays meant progressive parties throughout the village.  There were some really good 

musicians in town, a few guitars and pigtail bucket drums.  Many was the dandy party 

on Rum Point’s verandah!  In short, a simpler time….better, perhaps?  Paradise, no, but 

a lot more relaxed.  I miss it and the people who welcomed our family.  

Letters to the Editor 
 

Please Take Care Of Your Lagoon 
 

Dear PCSD, 

 

Yesterday I went on an amazing paddle in the Placencia lagoon with my 

wife and two children. We got started behind Roberts Grove and were soon sur-

prised by 3 dolphins. We followed them around until we were almost to the other 

side of the lagoon. Paddling along the wall of mangroves headed east we found a 

fairly wide opening and decided to follow it. This was so beautiful.  Fish and 

birds were everywhere as we continued through a maze of mangroves. We soon 

found another opening headed east so we followed that until after a few tight 

spots we emerged north of Seine Bight. 

 

In this area we found a development that was ingenious. Waterways 

went everywhere completely surrounded by mangrove hedges and artful gardens 

of local vegetation. We also visited the island behind the development, we now 

know as Coco Plum, pushed through a couple of the slips under the most majestic 

mangroves we ever saw. While taking a break on the west side of that island, 

relaxing in the shade, we heard what sounded again like the dolphins. After a 

while of searching my eyes caught the snout of a manatee, soon we were all see-

ing them; we watched for a while and then left because it started to rain. 

 

Now from a distance approaching Seine Bight in the light rain I could 

make out shapes on the water. We started getting excited about what it might be. 

Imagine our surprise to find that it was all garbage floating in the water out of an 

area by an old dock with a shed and in the background a heap of garbage. This 

almost completely ruined my beautiful morning. How could people be so cruel to 

themselves, this environment is one of the main resource they depend on for their 

livelihood. 

 

Please do something about this situation. 

 

    Ann and Nel Wilson, Houston, Texas 
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Sitting on the Beach, Watching the Waves 
(continued from page 1) 

poetry, community education, lobbying, and vigils are examples of passive resistance.    

 

Mahatma Gandhi, a humble man from India who lived a simple life, is probably the most well known proponent of passive resistance.  He organized the Indian population by boycotting 

virtually all goods, services, and institutions British,  and by withdrawing all support and cooperation of a system they opposed.  Gandhi went on a 21 day hunger strike. The Indians even 

boycotted the sale of salt. This victory did not happen overnight—it took years, but the nonviolent methods insured India’s independence from the British in 1947. 

 

Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela, and other leaders around the world have adopted the principals of passive resistance, achieving great successes in effecting profound changes in their 

countries. 

 

It is time we do, too, in Belize. We simply cannot sit idly by anymore and allow our Government, criminals, foreign invaders and whoever  is a threat to our sovereignty, safety, livelihood, 

to do as they please, to us.  We need to stand up.  We can take action without bloodshed.   

 

We NEED passive resistance.  We must actively change in our country what we do not like.  So, the next time you find yourself passively supporting an idea or cause, get out of 

your chair and really do something about it. 

 

Together we can make Belize a better place for all of us.  

Save our Trees! 
(continued from page 1) 

there are no trees to absorb the water.  

 

Trees are used for shade. It makes the area cool and beautiful. Trees are a natural beauty anywhere in the world. If you build under trees they can keep a building cooler in a hot climate.  

When they clear properties with a lot of trees they should actually look around and see how much space they really need and save the trees in the spots they are not going to build.  

 

Trees would make their new development cooler and more beautiful.  

 

Trees are also a home to many animals. In our community we have iguanas, birds,  and squirrels. These animals live and feed off of our many fruit trees. Without the trees they become 

homeless and they die because there is no food for them. If every developer used a bulldozer to clear the land soon there would be very few trees for the animals to live in.  

 

We should all stop cutting down our trees. Trees are one of  the things that hold the world together. Trees help prevent soil erosion and flooding.   

 

They give us shade and provide beauty and are a home and food for many of our animals.  

 

I think all developers should do more to work around the big trees so they can be saved. It takes a long time for trees to get that big again and do what a mature tree does.   

 

There should be a law against the amount of trees you can pull down in every square acre. We should all get together and find a solution to the destruction of land. Trees make the world 

a better place to live.  

Ministries Shuffled after March Elections 
 

The 7 March 2012 national elections led to a real shake up in some government ministries. 

 

Fisheries is no longer under the Ministry of Agriculture, but is now a part of the new Ministry of Forests, Fisheries and Sustainable Development (FFSD). 

 

Also, the Department of the Environment and the Department of Forests are no longer part of the Ministry of Natural Resources, but, like Fisheries, now falls under the jurisdiction of 

FFSD.   

 

The Department of Geology and Petroleum was also removed from the jurisdiction of Ministry of Natural Resources, and now is part of the new Ministry of Energy, Science & Tech-

nology and Public Utilities (ESTP).   

 

The new Minister of FFSD is Lisel Alamilla, formerly the Executive Director of Ya’axche Conservation Trust.  The new Minister of ESTP is Joy Grant, former Executive Director of 

Programme for Belize. 

Contact Information 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Forests, Fisheries and Sustainable Development  
 
Ground Floor, Left Wing, Sir Edney Cain Building, Belmopan 

Tel: +(501)-822-2526/822-2527/822-1495 

Fax:+(501)-822-3673 

CEO:  Dr. Wendel Parham, wendelparham@yahoo.com  

 

Departments 

 
Department of the Environment (DOE) 

Market Square, Belmopan  

Email: envirodept@btl.net  

Tel: +(501)-802-2542 /802-2816 

Fax:+(501)-802-2862 

Website:  www.doe.gov.bz  

Director- Mr. Martin Alegria  

 

Coastal Zone Management Authority 

Princess Margaret Drive, Belize City 

Tel: +(501)-223-0719/233-5739/223-2616 

Fax: +(501)-223-5738 

Email: czmbze@btl.net  

Website:  www.coastalzonebelize.org 

Director:  Collin Gillett, directorczmai@gmail.com  

 

Forest Department 

Belmopan 

Website: www.forestdepartment.gov.bz 

Tel: +(501)-802-1524/802-2079 

Fax:+(501)-802-1523 

Director- Wilber Sabido, fdsecretary@mnrei.gov.bz  

 

Fisheries Department 

Coastal Zone Multi- Complex Building 

Princess Margaret Drive, Belize City 

Tel: +(501)-222-2623/223-2187 

Fax:+(501)-223-2983 

Website:  www.agriculture.gov.bz/Fisheries_Dept.html 

Fisheries Administrator- Ms. Beverly Wade,  species@btl.net  

Protected Areas Conservation Trust (PACT) 

3 Mango Street, Belmopan 

Tel:  +(501)-822-3637 

Fax:  +(501)-822-3759 

Email:  info@pactbelize.org 

Website:  www.pactbelize.org 

Executive Director- Ms. Sharon Ramclam, sharon@pactbelize.org  

 

Energy, Science & Technology and Public Utilities 
 

Market Street 

Belmopan 

Tel: +(501)-822-3336 / 822-2107 / 822-1060 

Fax: +(501)-822-0433 

Email: minister.sec@mysc.gov.bz  

 

Departments 
 

Geology and Petroleum Department 

Market Square, Belmopan 

Director:  Mr. Andre Cho, gpd.director@mnrei.gov.bz 

Tel:  +(501)-802-2178/802-2232/802-2651 

Fax:  +501)-822-3538  

 

Public Utilities Commission 

41 Gabourel Lane, Belize City,   

Tel: +(501)-223-4938 

Website: www.puc.bz  

Chairman- Mr. John Avery, chairman@puc.bz  

 

Post Office Department 

150 North Front Street, Belize City 

Tel: +(501)-227-2201 / 207-2330 / 207-7380 

Fax: +(501)-223-0936 

Email: postgenbze@btl.net 

Website: www.belizepostalservice.gov.bz 

Postmaster General - Mr. Elston Wade 

Email: postmaster@belizepostalservice.gov.bz  

mailto:envirodept@btl.net
http://www.doe.gov.bz
mailto:czmbze@btl.net
http://www.coastalzonebelize.org
mailto:directorczmai@gmail.com
mailto:fdsecretary@mnrei.gov.bz
mailto:species@btl.net
mailto:minister.sec@mysc.gov.bz
mailto:gpd.director@mnrei.gov.bz
http://www.puc.bz/
mailto:chairman@puc.bz
mailto:postgenbze@btl.net
http://www.belizepostalservice.gov.bz/
mailto:postmaster@belizepostalservice.gov.bz
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IKAL ANGELEI 
Who Says We Can’t Win? 

 

Lake Turkana is a World Heritage site that lies 

between Ethiopia and Kenya, and is the largest 

desert lake in the world.  Not only have the oldest 

human fossils been found here, but it is a rich 

ecosystem that harbors crocodiles, fish, snakes, 

and hippos.  For a long time, fishermen, farmers, 

and herders led healthy and profitable lives in 

this environment. 

 

However, in the last forty years, Lake Turkana’s 

water levels have dropped off significantly be-

cause of climate change and dams built upstream.  

The dwindling natural resources in the region 

have actually resulted in armed raids and massa-

cres in the Lake Turkana region -- people killing 

each other in competition for these resources.  

 

In 2006, Ethiopia began building a dam along the 

Omo River, the source of 90% of Lake Turkana’s 

water.  The construction of the dam was expected 

to cause the lake’s water level to drop by as much as 23 to 33 feet within the first five 

years, depleting fish stocks and depriving communities of a critical source of water in 

this desert environment.   

 

Poverty and resource conflicts between communities were likely to increase as a result. 

 

Enter Ikal Angelei, a 31 year old Kenyan woman, who fought to protect Lake Turkana.  

Outrage set in when she learned in 2008 that the dam was being built without any con-

sultation with local communities. 

 

Ikal Angelei not only organized, but united the once warring groups against a project 

that would increasingly and violently divide the local peoples, and further destroy their 

ways of life.   

 

She talked to elders, chiefs and leaders—none of whom had heard about the dam—or 

about what would happen when the dam was finished. 

 

Angelei took their voices to local members of Parliament and the Ministries of Environ-

ment, Energy, Water and Irrigation, and Fisheries.  In 2011, as a result of Angelei’s 

efforts, an independent environmental assessment was done.  UNESCO’s World Herit-

age Committee also responded to her appeals by passing a resolution to halt dam con-

struction until further investigation. 

 

And money spoke, too.  Angelei successfully convinced major banks, including the 

World Bank, the European Investment Bank and the African Development Bank, to 

withdraw their considerations for financing of the dam.  

 

Because of this public outcry and drying up of international funding, the project has 

been halted, with the dam currently half completed. 

 

By keeping this issue in the global spotlight, Angelei is hopeful that this destructive 

project will be permanently defeated. 

 

 If one young woman can make such a huge difference in her part of the world, imagine 

what we can do right here on our Peninsula. 

Amunegu 
by Galen Brown 

3004 Studios 

 

In April 2012, our small independent film crew spent three weeks on the Placencia Pen-

insula shooting a documentary about the Placencia Lagoon.  Our documentary, which 

will be submitted to North American and international film festivals, looks at the people 

of the Peninsula, their relationship to the Lagoon, and the pressures the Lagoon is facing 

as the Peninsula changes.   

 

Our documentary also explores complex environmental, economic and social issues 

affecting the Peninsula and the Lagoon, such as development (both regulated and unreg-

ulated), mangrove removal, dredging, gill netting, Belize government policies on land 

distribution, shrimp farming and the evolving social and cultural fabric of life on the 

Peninsula. 

 

To produce our documentary, we interviewed many people on the Peninsula, including 

Adrian Vernon, Vincent Lopez, Sonny Vernon, Stewart Krohn, Walter Garbutt, Jack 

Young and a host of other people who know the Placencia Lagoon, how it was, and how 

it is changing.   

 

Placencia is a special place, a real place – with enough care to look beyond today into 

tomorrow.  With this film we want to give something back to this very special place and 

its very special people.   

 

(Note:  Galen’s film is expected to be completed in late 2012.)  

AH, THE PLOT THICKENS. 

 

   Treaty Claims to Strike Oil.  On 30 January 2012, Treaty Energy announced that it had 

struck oil in its first attempt at drilling in the Independence area across the Lagoon from 

Placencia.  (Treaty Energy is a U.S. oil prospecting company, in a 50/50 partnership with 

Belize’s Princess Petroleum.) 

   Government of Belize (GOB) Says No.  On 31 January 2012, GOB stated that Treaty had 

NOT struck oil.  All on site drilling stops.  (As we go to press, GOB continues to assert that 

Treaty did not strike oil.) 

   The Well Collapses.  In the first week in April 2012, Treaty discovered that the explorato-

ry oil well it had dug in Independence had “collapsed and filled with debris.”  This news was 

reported to GOB by Max Mohamed, geologist and leader of the United Republican Party of 

Guyana, who was hired by Treaty at a salary of US$12,000 per month to oversee the project 

and serve as liaison between Treaty and GOB.  Treaty blames “managerial logistics” for de-

lays in drilling.  Our government source tells us: “Treaty can’t make up its mind what it 

wants to do.  It must also put its finances together.” 

   New Resort Owners?  On 20 April 2012, Treaty’s Chief Executive Officers, Andrew V. 

Reid and Bruce Gwyn, as Board Members of Orpheum Properties, agreed to buy 50% of 

M.E.L. Investments, Ltd. and related entities, which own and plan to operate the Placencia 

International Airport, the Panther Golf Course and Residences, The Placencia Hotel, Rendez-

vous Island Resort, Copal Beach Resort, The Placencia Marina, and Borlusco Grand Casino. 

   In this deal, The Placencia Group of Companies was valued at US$450 million.  For its 

50% share, Orpheum will pay US$225 million, to be made up of 150 million shares of Or-

pheum stock (currently valued at approximately 99 cents a share, US), 10 million shares of 

Treaty Energy Corporation stock (paid by a Treaty shareholder), $75 million in Treaty’s pre-

ferred stock (valued at approximately 4 cents a share, US), and a commitment to raise US$45 

million in cash within six months -- by 20 October 2012. (Information from Form 8-K filed 

by Orpheum Property, Inc. with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission 

(SEC).) 

   No Money and Poor Management?  On 13 June 2012, Treaty stated in its annual finan-

cial report for 2011 that: 

 

Currently, we are not able to maintain our existing operations through the existing 

cash balances and internally generated cash flows from sales of oil production.  

Moreover, we have determined that our existing capital structure is not adequate to 

fund our planned growth . . . There can be no assurance that we will be successful in 

procuring the financing we are seeking.  . . . There can be no assurance that opera-

tions and other capital resources will provide cash in sufficient amounts to maintain 

planned or future levels of capital expenditures. 

 

Treaty also stated: 

 

As of December 31, 2011, we did not maintain effective controls over financial 

statement disclosure.  Specifically, controls were not designed and in place to en-

sure that all disclosures required were originally addressed in our financial state-

ments.  Accordingly, management has determined that this control deficiency consti-

tutes a material weakness.  Because of these material weaknesses, management has 

concluded that the Company did not maintain effective internal control over finan-

cial reporting. 

(Treaty’s 2011 annual financial report filed with the SEC is available at www. Otcmar-

kets.com/edgar/GetFilingPdf?FilingID=8671230) 

 

   CEO Gwyn in Trouble?  On 12 June 2012, the National Futures Association (NFA) sus-

pended Gwyn (Co-Chief Executive Officer of Treaty) from membership in the NFA and pro-

hibited him from soliciting or accepting funds from any customers of two investment compa-

nies, Level III Management (L3M) and Level III Trading (L3T).  Level III Trading owns 

stock in Treaty.  

According to the NFA: 

It appears that L3M and Gwyn have misappropriated investors' funds and misled 

customers regarding the value of their investments in Level III Trading Partners.  

Gwyn also invested the participants' assets in several investment ventures without 

adequately disclosing the investments' risky nature and Gwyn's relationship to them. 

Additionally, L3M and Gwyn have failed to cooperate with NFA's investigation by 

refusing to make Gwyn available in person to answer questions about L3M's and 

L3T's activities and by failing to produce requested records regarding some of the 

Fund's investments. 

Among the many alleged violations, the NFA alleges that Gwyn used investment funds for 

his own personal expenses that included food, gas, and spa services totaling over 

US$200,000.  Other payments were made to Gwyn’s wife. 

Also according to the NFA, Andrew Reid, the other Chief Executive Officer of Treaty, was 

permanently barred by the US Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) in July 

2004 from associating in any capacity with any FINRA member firm due to his “conversion 

of customer funds.”  (Mr. Reid deposited a check intended for the investment company into 

his personal account.) 

(To read more about this, see www.futuresmag.com/2012/06/12/nfa-takes-emergency-

enforcement-actions-again-lou and also www/nfa.futures.org/basicnet/CaseDocument.aspx) 

As we go to press, Orpheum’s last annual financial reporting to the U.S. Securities and Ex-

change Committee was filed in February, 2011 for 2010. 

 

So What is Treaty  

Energy Up to Now? 



No, Miss Cunchie Villanueva is not faking her beauti-

ful smile in this photo!  This lady radiates happiness 

because she is truly happy! 

 

As Miss Cunchie explains, “I am happy all day.  I don’t 

remember a day of being vexed with someone for more 

than a minute.  I throw it over my shoulder and am 

ready to go again.  I don’t hold any malice against any-

body.” 

 

In this day and age of challenges and tensions, Miss 

Cunchie (who has been called that for all of her 74 

years, although she doesn’t know why) credits her calm 

nature to her childhood and her interest in keeping busy 

and helping out her village. 

 

Born to Florence Eiley and Maurice Villanueva, Miss 

Cunchie reminisced, “Life back then was simple.  Fam-

ily was all.  When I was nine years old, I caught malar-

ia.  Miss Helen Villanueva, Placencia’s nurse (and 

mother of LOVE media’s Rene Villanueva) took such 

wonderful care of me.  When she moved to Belize City, 

I went with her.  I lived with her for nine years, but in 

spite of my absence from my family and my village , I 

stayed close to all my family in Placencia—cousins, 

uncles, aunts,  everybody.  Today I am the most happy 

when I am with my family.” 

 

When she was 18, Miss Cunchie returned home to 

Placencia, where she has lived ever since.  She fell in 

love with Villamar Godfrey  and together they raised 

six sons (Kurt, Earl, Dale, Bruce, Japs (Lowell) and 

Louis), and four daughters (Anne, Cherilyn, Amelia, 

and Ardith) in what she calls “Godfrey land,” right on 

the beach just south of what is now Tipsy Tuna.  

 

Raising her family could not keep her off the Sea, 

though: 

 

“I would paddle out in the Sea or in the Lagoon in my 

wooden dory, throw out my line, and catch whatever 

would bite.   

 

“When my children were young, there was no money 

to buy toys, so I made small boats out of wood I found 

on the beach, and my children played with these boats 

in the Sea.   

 

“I also made spinning toys out of the sea hearts I found 

on the beach.  I dug out the inside of the seed and then 

attached it to a string wrapped around a stick.  When 

you pulled the string, the hearts would spin around on 

the stick.  

 

“Fishing and foraging on the beach allowed me and my 

children time together--they grew with me and I grew 

with them.  I’m not surprised that my sons support 

themselves by guiding, fishing, and diving in the Sea.” 

 

Around 1970, Miss Cunchie spent three months in Be-

lize City, studying in the Government’s cottage indus-

try  program.  There she learned how to prepare and 

weave Jippi Jappa fibers into baskets and mats.  The 

Government then paid Miss Cunchie $60 per month to 

teach the women in both Seine Bight and Placencia the 

skills she had learned in the cottage industry workshop. 

(Note—Jippi Jappa (also spelled Jippa Jappa) is a wild 

rainforest plant that looks similar to a palm.  Parts of it 

are used for weaving, and its heart is eaten sautéed and 

is delicious.) 

“I spent two days a week in Placencia teaching at both 

the school and at the old community center.   

 

“No, not the current community center, that wasn’t 

built yet-- but the old one, which was a small wooden 

building where the old Sonny’s Resort used to be.  

 

“Then Government hired a boat to carry me to Seine 

Bight to teach for two days a week at the old St. Al-

phonsus School on the beach.  I would sleep overnight 

in Seine Bight before another boat would return me 

home the next day to Placencia.    

 

“To travel between these two villages, one could take a 

boat, or walk on the beach, or walk on a very narrow 

pathway wide enough for two people to pass and bor-

dered by thick bush.   

 

“That narrow pathway is now our paved road. 

 

“I taught these weaving classes for about six months.  

However, interest was not real good, and it was also 

hard getting the Jippi Jappa material here.”  

Miss Cunchie then managed Ran’s Guest House, where 

Deb and Dave Vernon now live and where Deb and 

Dave’s Last Resort is located. 

 

“This business was for my brother, Ran Villanueva.  It 

was a six room guesthouse, with a shared bath.  I did 

everything—booking guests, collecting money, clean-

ing, and washing all the sheets and towels.  I got to 

meet lots of travelers from all over the world, and I 

enjoyed my job. 

 

“And although I never worked there, my son, Kurt 

Godfrey, owned and operated a small guest house right 

on the beach – and he named it after me --Miss Cun-

chie’s Villa.  But, the whole building was destroyed by 

Hurricane Iris in 2001.” 

 

Miss Cunchie hasn’t slowed down much since her 

guesthouse and Jippi Jappa days.   

 

She tends to a garden that would be the envy of any 

professional horticulturalist.  She also makes and sells 

guava jelly, stewed cocoplum and cashew, and you can 

still find Miss Cunchie casting out her line at the Point 

during the full moons. 

 

And just for fun, she and Miss Sonia Leslie get together 

and play Chinese checkers and Crazy 8’s.  Says Miss 

Cunchie, “Miss Sonia and I have different rules for 

playing Chinese Checkers, but we still are best 

friends!” 

 

And up until last year, Miss Cunchie was the oldest 

person to complete the Battle Cancer five mile Walka-

thon from Seine Bight to Placencia.  “Raquel Battle 

tried to pick me up in a vehicle, and I told her to leave 

me alone, let me walk.  And each year I completed 

those walks on my own two feet.  Last year my ankle 

hurt me, so I did not walk, but I was there at the finish 

line, greeting all the walkers, handing out the breakfast 

and prize packages.” 

 

Miss Cunchie, your smiling face is welcome to all of us 

in Placencia!  

 

Miss Cunchie (Mertis) Villanueva 
The Real Deal! 

Miss Cunchie 
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Ysela Zabaneh 

is not passive 

about plastics. 

 

But her 19 

month old son, 

George, is pos-

itively excited 

about them. 

 

Ysela explains:  

 

“During our 

daily walks 

through 

Placencia Vil-

lage, George 

jumps off his 

little car, and 

runs over to each and every plastic bottle he sees. 

 

“If it’s on the road or the Sidewalk or in a garbage can, 

George spots it, and I, of course, have to collect it.  We both 

love cleaning up our Village, but we are also benefiting Be-

lize Elementary School (BES) in Belize City, where money 

earned from recycling keeps the school operating.” 

 

Ysela’s three nephews attend BES, and collecting plastics is 

a big fundraiser for the school.  The students are divided into 

“houses,” and each “house” competes to collect the most 

pounds of plastics. 

 

“We’re winning, of course,” Ysela proudly states. 

 

About every ten days, Ysela, owner of Z-Touch Massage, 

Spa, and Beauty, sends the plastics she and George collect in 

Placencia over to Mango Creek in her brother Salva’s boat, 

where her father, Tony, loads them into his truck and hauls 

them to BES in Belize City. 

 

“Sometimes we have collected so many plastics that there is 

not enough room for them all in his truck. 

 

“I have been collecting all kinds of plastics for about four 

months now, and even with the upcoming summer holidays, 

I will still be collecting plastics.  This is an ongoing project.” 

 

She has found great support in the Peninsula’s communities.   

 

Turtle Inn, which used to recycle its own plastic wastes, now 

takes the plastic to Ysela.  The Maya people who come to 

Placencia to sell crafts also bring her their plastics, as well as 

her neighbors who drop their plastics in her yard. 

 

“Some tourists saw my neighbors dumping their plastics in 

my yard, and were very upset about it.  When I explained 

what was going on, they thought it was a really great pro-

ject!” 

 

Ysela welcomes everyone’s help in not only benefiting BES, 

but also in keeping Placencia Village clean. 

 

“I would appreciate it if people could separate out their plas-

tics and save them for me.  They can drop them in my yard, 

or I have a pickup truck and I will pick them up.  Please feel 

free to contact me at 523-3513 or 622-3210.  This project is 

keeping Placencia clean and raising money for a really good 

cause.”   

 

Ysela is living proof that one person with determination can 

make a huge difference in the world – so please help her (and 

our entire world) by dropping your plastic in Ysela’s yard. 

Ysela and George:   

Passionate about Plastic 

Filthy water cannot be 

washed. 
 

West African Proverb 


