WEEKEND WEATHER OUTLOOK
BELIZE, CENTRAL AMERICA
Period: Friday - Monday, May 18-21, 2012
3:00 pm Friday May 18, 2012
SYNOPSIS:
The weather has been showery over the past five days, associated with instability in the lower
and mid levels of the atmosphere and an influx of moisture from the Pacific. A weak 1010 mb
surface low has formed just offshore Belize, and will remain in the area during most of the
weekend. The GFS model then moves this system slowly north eastward by Wednesday of next
week. The persisting low will continue to generate outbreaks of showers and some
thunderstorms especially in the west and south this weekend and on Monday.
Daily rainfall rates for Friday through Monday will be in the range of 0.25-0.75 of-an-inch,
especially in the western portion of Belize and in the South. Higher rates of 1.00-2.00 inches
are expected in the hilly terrain of SW Cayo, western Stann Creek and northern Toledo districts.

Figure 1a Surface map
valid for 12:00 pm
Friday, May 18, 2012
showing low pressure
trough just east of
northern Belize, which
has
been
generating
showery outbreaks over
most districts recently
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Figure 1b GOES IR
Satellite image valid
for 1:45 pm, Friday,
May
18,
2012
showing scattered
convection in the
NW
Caribbean
associated with the
surface low in the
area.
Weaker
rainclouds
noted
over
southern
Belize.

Figure 2 GFS model
surface pressure and 24hour rainfall map valid for
6:00 am, Sunday, May 20,
2012, showing surface low
pressure system just east
of Belize with rainfall rates
of 0.25-1.50 inch over
western and southern
Belize.

2

Figure 3 GFS 850mb
(5,000 ft) level vorticity
projection valid for 6:00
am, Monday, May 21,
2012, showing vorticity
max or low just off-shore
Belize. The model moves
this low slowly north
eastward by mid week.

The Rainy Season 2012
The 2012 rainy season seems to be unfolding across the country. This is early for areas of
Belize north of the Toledo District. The circulation pattern over the Caribbean and northern
Central America has reverted to its summer character, and we should begin to see the first entry
of tropical waves into the Caribbean Sea. Farmers should note that there will be the occasional
3 to 5-day dry spells as we move through the last ten days of May and the month of June, but
the first peak of rainfall north of the Toledo District occurs in the June-July period of the rainy
season.
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