What is the origin of the country name Belize?
Marty Casado Tue, Jul 17,2012 History 0 24819

Below is a diagram which shows the evolution of the name "Belize" from the original
"Wallace."
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IN THE 17 CENTURY, PETER WALLACE A DARING SCOTCH

FOUND A

AND MADE IT HIS PLACE OF REFUGE FROM THE SPANIARDS.
THE FOLLOWERS OF WALLACE GAVE HISNAME TOTHE RIVER ON WHOSE
BANK THEY ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES. DUE TO IMPROPER PRONUNCIATION

BY THE SPANIARDS THE NAME

WALLIX, VALIS, BALIS, AND FINALLY TO BELIZE IN 1790.
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| ‘a great part arowned'—meaning swampy and low-lying—and'
adds: *dixty leagues from Porto Caballo [now Puerto Cortéz, in|
Spanish Honduras] lyeth the River of Bullys, where the English|
! for the most p‘n oW ‘u.ld thcﬁw |

[ der Tornef to an Anchor, and faid Two or

I 'lihrjcd Days. nllﬂl}}c Wind cafed, and then ‘
plied down for Bellefe %p‘gr, whc:c Wg ar- -
rived in about Four or Five Days mare., I
1oan fo!d ‘my Cargo to the Logwood-Ci Cut:ers, }

Al.mge th “Mérida a 811790,
*No 3. _'CM“J -l Ter, Belize 28th, October 1790—Sir—Thiriy cight dgys

have not elapsed since your arrival in this disirict, as the Offieey womi= |
(natel by his Excellency the Coptain General of Vufnraq Mo viskt the Es-

BUCCANEER

RIVER ENTIRELY PROTECTED BY A SERIES OF CAYES AND REEFS -

WALLACE OR WILLIS DETERIORATED TO

REFERENCES

1780 )
MAP DRAWN BY RAFAEL
LLOBET SHOWING THE
NEW AREA CLEARED IN
BELIZE.

1785
SPANISH MAP SHOWING
THE LOGWOOD AREA
QCCUPIED BY THE
ENGLISH SETTLERS.

1724
REPORT IN MADRID OF
THE NUMBER OF
ENGLISH SETTLERS

1783
SPANISH MAP SHOWING
“ RIO DE VALIZ YNGLES
RIVER BELLESE"

1677
COPY OF FRAY JOSEPH
DELGADO'S JOURNEY
TO BACALAR

1705
EXTRACTED FROM JOHN
FINGAS LETTER TO THE

COUNCIL OF TRADE.

1720
EXTRACTED FROM CAPT.
NATHAN URING VOYAGE
TO BELIZE.

1780
EXTRACTED FROM PETER
HUNTER'S LETTER TO

BALTASAR RODRIGUIS




Here is a 1895 account of how Belize got its name by Father Eugene H Brady April
22,1895

"Balise" is the French name of a stake driven into the ground to hold a lantern to direct
the incoming boats of buccaneers

Another theory is that Wallis gave his own name to Belize.The Spanish had no "w," so
they substituted a "v" and since "v" is convertible with "b" it eventually became Balize.
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