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English is the official language and the language of instruction in schools but almost
everyone speaks an English dialect, or Creole patios, the vernacular of the country.
Spanish is also widely spoken. It is taught in primary and secondary schools in order to
further develop bi-lingualism. In certain areas of the country, such as Orange Walk and
Corozal District in the north and the Cayo district in the west, Spanish is spoken as a
mother tongue by the majority of the people. In the southern districts of Stann Creek and
Toledo, there are people whose first language is Garifuna or Maya.  

For more information on the languages of Belize, click here. 
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