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Holiday celebrations offer visitors a
glimpse of Belizean culture
The holiday season offers an opportunity to
celebrate and share the diverse culture that
makes up Belize. Belizeans embrace the holidays and welcome visitors to watch and enjoy the festivities. Whether the celebration
portrays the timeless depiction of the birth of
Christ, or a local band debuting their latest
punta song in Central Park, visitors are welcome to watch, participate and enjoy.

Reservations: 501-226-2012
Fax:
501-2262338
Email:
reservations@tropicair.com

www.tropicair.com
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Greetings to my visiting friends,
The Mayor, Councilors and people of San
Pedro Town take this opportunity to welcome
you with open arms to this beautiful jewel of
ours.
May your stay here with us be a pleasant
one, filled with enjoyment and delightful memories.
May you experience the best of what San
Pedro has to offer. We hope that during your
Mayor Elsa Paz
stay you’ll find San Pedro to be your home
away from home. Feel free to explore “La Isla Bonita” and see the
genuine beauty and warm hospitality we have to offer.
We are more than happy to have you visiting us, may the memory
you will hold of this place be an everlasting and cherishable one.
Once again welcome and please enjoy your stay.
Elsa Paz, Mayor, San Pedro Town

San Pedro Roman Catholic School
dazzle with Christmas Show
Because of the rain that had showered San Pedro Town on December 15th,
2004, last Wednesday night, the San
Pedro Roman Catholic School had to
reschedule their annual Christmas show,
to Thursday afternoon. Once the
hardworking teachers had finished handing out report cards, the show began.
Although it was held at 1:00 p.m. and
not the night, the show was still a great
success!
The students gave a splendid show
and performed dance after dance, and
delighted the crowed with their wonderful voices singing song after song. The
extravaganza started off with a delightful beat by the student of Infant I. The
older students of the class of Standard
VI performed a skit while the little ones
Children of all ages performed,
and enjoyed the SPRC Christmas shined with their very best performance.
A nativity scene was performed by
Program. More photos can be
seen on Page one of the Visitors the second class of Infant I students. There
were dances to the tunes of “Jingle Bell
Guide
Rock,” “Joy to the World,” and “Feliz Navidad,” among others. The
main highlight of the show was a performance by the female teachers of
the school, even Principal Kay joined in the fun. They showed off their
best moves and wowed the crowd with their splendid presentation. Among
the songs they danced to were “Silent Night” and “La Bomba” by Azul
Azul. The entire staff performance was highlighted by the nativity scene,
in which the teachers dressed up as the Virgin Mary, Joseph, Angels, the
Three Wise Men, and the Kings.
The San Pedro Roman Catholic School’s show was a huge success!
The San Pedro Sun congratulates the students and faculty for putting
together a fantastic show!
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BEL gives “Light Up the Holidays House” Prizes
Last Thursday, a very surprised
Mario Jurado heard loud noises and
whistles outside his home. Upon taking a peek through his window, he
found a crowd of people looking up
at him. What Mr. Jurado did not
know was that he had just won first
place in the Belize Electricity
Limited’s (BEL) Light Up the Holidays House Competition.
On December 16th, 2004, BEL
personnel arrived in San Pedro and
took a two and a half hour tour
around “La Isla Bonita” in search
of the three most impressively decorated residential houses. The houses
were judged in creativity/uniqueness,
theme, style/order, and general presentation.
Mr. Jurado’s home, on the Boca
del Rio Area, was festively decorated in a traditional theme with a
lit-up nativity scene on the front veranda. Lit reindeers pulling Santa
and his sleigh can be seen floating
next to the nativity, which are
flanked by two beautiful lanterns.
The stairway has beautiful rope lights
leading up to two big, lit candles.
The house is also beautifully enhanced by a moving reindeer and a
Santa Claus. Mr. Jurado stated that
his wife, Emma, had decorated their
home with a little of his help. “It
was all her. She loves decorating
the house every year and I love
watching her excitement year after
year,” he stated. The Jurados won
an Intel Celeron Computer package,
which he stated, “I will never use it
but my family will enjoy it.”
The Jurado’s neighbors, Leonel
Reyes and family, won second
place. In a press release issued by
BEL, Mr. Reyes stated, “We did
not know that BEL was having this
competition so we were very surprised. We are pleased that BEL has
selected us as a winner and now we
will put much more effort into our
decorations next year.” Leonel
Reyes and family won a Maytag

1st: Mario Jurado family
2nd: Leonel Reyes family
3rd: Wayne Alfaro family

Washing Machine.
Neighbors also to the Jurados,
Carla and Wayne Alfaro won third
place by decorating their home with
an array of beautiful lights, which
could be seen a mile away. They
won a Sharp 27” color screen television.
To date, Light Up the Holidays
House Competition has been held
in Belize City, Orange Walk, San
Ignacio, and Santa Elena. The event
was covered live by Reef Radio,
Wave FM and Tropical Vision’s
Channel 7.
Congratulations to the grand win- With a carnival atmosphere, a convoy of golf carts roamed the streets of San
ners and good luck to everyone in Pedro Thursday night ultimately delivering prizes to the top three winners of
the Belize Electric Company “Light Up the Holidays House” competition.
next year’s competition!
Here the revelers, including Ms. Belize, Leilah Pandy surprised the second
place winner at the home of Leonel Reyes.

Papi’s Diner
Wishes everyone a
Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year

Finer Food at
Diner Prices
Open Daily
7:00am - 10:00am
11:30am - 10:00pm
Boca del Rio Phone 226-2047

Happy Holidays from the entire family at SEAduced!
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Audubon’s 105th
Annual Christmas bird count
www.ambergriscaye.com/birdsbelize
Participants’ findings to contribute to
Audubon’s “State of the Birds” Report
New York, NY, Thursday, December
2nd, 2004 - The National Audubon Society calls upon volunteers throughout the
Americas to participate in Audubon’s
longest-running wintertime tradition, the
annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC).
Counts are open to birders of all skill
levels, and this year, about 2,000 individual counts are scheduled to take place
throughout the Western Hemisphere
from December 14th, 2004 to January
5th, 2005.
This year, participation in the CBC
is more important than ever – contributors’ findings will be included in a comprehensive study of the CBC results
from the past 39 years. In 2005,
Audubon’s next “State of the Birds Report” will be issued, detailing the decline and rise of bird populations nationally over the past 39 years of the Count.
This will incorporate both the CBC and
USGS Breeding Bird Surveys since
1966.
“Birding for the Christmas Bird
Count allows you to have fun while generating important information that will
be used in our bird conservation effort,”
says Geoff LeBaron, Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count director. “Audubon and
our partners at the Patuxent Wildlife
Research Center and the Boreal Songbird Initiative have analyzed information collected by CBC participants over
the last four decades: for the first time,
we have good estimates of population
trends for a number of species that
spend their winter with us but breed far
to the north.”
As LeBaron notes, these species include Northern Shrike (a decline of
1.8% a year), and Harris’s Sparrow
(decline of 1.8% a year). Our new analy-

ses confirm population trends that we the Count’s management in the year of
already knew about from the USGS its founding, 1905), over 55,000 volunBreeding Bird Survey, such as Rusty teers from all 50 states, every Canadian
Blackbird (5.2% annual decline, a total province, parts of Central and South
decline of 86% over 39 years, a loss of America, Bermuda, the West Indies, and
nearly 13 million Rusty Blackbirds since Pacific islands will count and record ev1965/66), Hermit Thrush (an increase ery individual bird and bird species seen
of 2.2% a year), and Merlin (annual in- in a specified area. During the 104th
crease of 3.3%). “These important re- count, about 63 million birds were
sults will be reflected in our State of the counted. Thanks in part to Bird Studies
Birds 2004 report, and inform the
Canada, a leading not-for-profit conAudubon Watchlist,
servation organization that is
which is used to
Canadian partner for
prioritize
the CBC, last year
Audubon’s
yet again saw a
bird conserrecord high:
vation ac1,996 inditivities,”
v i d u a l
LeBaron
counts.
continues.
Each count
The
group comChristmas
pletes a cenBird Count
sus of the
began over
birds found
a century ago
during one 24when
27
hour period beAudubon consertween Decemvationists in 25 localiber 14th and Januties, led by scientist
ary 5th in a desigChristmas
Bird
Count
Circles
and writer Frank
nated circle 15
in
the
Western
Hemisphere.
Chapman of the New
miles in diameterYork Audubon Society, changed the about 177 square miles.
course of ornithological history. On DeApart from its attraction as a social
cember 25th, 1900, the small group and competitive event, CBC provides
posed an alternative to the “side hunt,” important information for those worka Christmas-day activity in which teams ing on the science of bird populations
competed to see who could shoot the and bird conservation. Now in its 105th
most birds and small mammals. Instead, year, CBC involves more people at more
Chapman proposed to identify, count, locations than ever, expanding its geoand record all the birds they saw, found- graphical range and accumulating inforing what is now considered to be the mation about the winter distributions of
world’s most significant citizen-based various birds, and it is vital in monitorconservation effort and a more than cen- ing the status of resident and migratory
tury-old institution.
birds across the Western Hemisphere.
Today, as we approach Audubon’s The data, 100% volunteer generated,
centennial in 2005 (Audubon took over have become a crucial part of the US

Government’s natural history monitoring database. Articles published in the
103rd CBC issue of American Birds provided ornithologists with more information to better understand the magnitude
of the effects of West Nile virus on regional bird populations.
Count results from 1,900 to the
present are available through Audubon’s
website www.audubon.org/bird/cbc
“Backed with over a century of participation and collected data, the Christmas
Bird Count is the longest-running, volunteer-based bird census, spanning
three human generations,” continues
LeBaron. “The CBC has evolved into a
powerful and important tool, one probably inconceivable to any of the 27 participants on the first Christmas Bird
Count. With continually growing environmental pressures, today’s participants are producing information whose
bird conservation value will increase
dramatically over the course of CBC’s
second century.”
CBC compilers enter their count data
via
Audubon’s
website
www.audubon.org/bird/cbc or Bird
Studies Canada’s homepage www.bsceoc.org, where the 105th Count results
will be viewable in near real-time. Explore this information for the winter of
2004-2005 or visit a count from the past.
See if and how the state of your local
birds has changed during the last
25…50…or 100 years.
Audubon is dedicated to protecting
birds and other wildlife and the habitat that supports them. Our national
network of community-based nature
centers and chapters, scientific and
educational programs, and advocacy
on behalf of areas sustaining important bird populations, engage millions
of people of all ages and backgrounds
in positive conservation experiences.
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Delta begins
non-stop
service to
Belize
Press Release – Belize Tourism
Board (BTB) – Approximately 100
persons arrived in Belize on Saturday, December 11th on Delta Air
Lines’ inaugural flight to Belize from
its Atlanta hub.
The opening ceremonies were held
at the VIP lounge at the Philip Goldson
International Airport. Mr. James W.
Sarvis, Latin America and the Caribbean Director for Delta Airlines, Inc.
at its world headquarters in Atlanta,
Georgia, gave the opening remarks
presented a model of Delta’s airplane
to Hon. Mark Espat, Minister of Tourism. Minister Espat welcomed Delta,
its staff and crew to Belize and wished
them success in their new service to
Belize. He also presented to them the
Coat of Arms as a symbol of friendship between Delta and Belize.
Delta’s Boeing 737 aircraft has a
seating capacity of 150 passengers and
will offer customers one round-trip,
nonstop flight on Saturday only. The
flights will leave Atlanta at 10:30 a.m.
and arrive in Belize at 12:40 p.m. On
its return, it will leave Belize at 2:15
p.m. to arrive in Atlanta at 6:10 p.m.
“We are motivated by Delta’s presence in Belize,” comments Tourism
Minister, Mark Espat. “The recent developments in the airline industry have
fostered in building greater buoyancy
among tourism stakeholders, both locally and internationally. This new
flight will mean easier and more accessible travel to and from Belize and
Atlanta, as well as afford more alternatives for visitors wishing to vacation in Belize,” Espat noted.
Delta airlines offer daily service to
494 destinations in 86 countries. It operates Delta, Song, Delta Shuttle, the
Delta Connection and has worldwide
partners that service other destinations,
making it the world’s second largest
airline in terms of passengers carried.
Delta is also considered the leading
U.S. carrier across the Atlantic.
Through Delta’s marketing alliances,
their customers are able to earn and
redeem frequent flier miles on more
than 14,000 flights offered by
SkyTeam, Northwest Airlines, Continental Airlines and other partners.
Delta Air Lines has been proudly
serving its customers since 1929.
For more information on events taking place in Belize’s tourism industry,
please contact the Marketing Department at the Belize Tourism Board at
223-1913, via email: btbb@btl.net or
visit us at our website at
www.travelbelize.org
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The San Pedro Sun’s Virtual Taste Trip

Tis the season for Gingerbread Men
In a large bowl, with an electric mixer cream the butter, add the sugar, and
beat the mixture until fluffy. Beat in the egg, the molasses, and the vinegar.
Into another bowl, sift together the flour, ginger, baking soda, cinnamon,
cloves, and salt and stir the mixture into
the butter mixture, a little at a time. The
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted
dough will be soft. Divide the dough into
butter, softened
fourths, dust it with flour, and wrap each
1 cup firmly packed light
piece in waxed paper. Flatten the dough
brown sugar
slightly and chill it for at least 3 hours or
1 large egg
overnight.
1 cup dark molasses
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F.
2 tablespoons cider vinegar
Roll out the dough, 1 piece at a time, 1/45 cups all-purpose flour
inch thick on a floured surface and cut
2 teaspoons ground ginger
out cookies with a 4-inch gingerbread
1 1/2 teaspoons baking soda
man cutter dipped in flour. Transfer the
1 1/4 teaspoons cinnamon
cookies with a spatula to buttered baking
1 teaspoon ground cloves
sheets, arranging them 2-inches apart,
1/2 teaspoon salt
and bake them in the oven for 6 to 8
*Sugar icing, optional,
minutes or until no imprint remains when
recipe follows
they are touched lightly with the finger-

The Tourist’s
10 Commandments
1. Thou shalt not expect to find things as thou hast them
at home, for thou left home to find things different.
2. Thou shalt not take anything TOO seriously, for a
care-free mind is the beginning of a fine holiday.
3. Thou shalt not let other tourists get on thy nerves,
for thou art paying out good money to enjoy thyself.

tip. Transfer the cookies with the spatula
to racks and let them cool. Make cookies with the dough scraps in the same
manner. If desired, pipe the sugar icing decoratively on the cookie using a
pastry bag fitted with a small decorative tip. Let the cookies stand for 20
minutes, or until the icing is set.

4. Remember to take only half the clothes thou thinks
thou needs and twice the money.

Top him off with Sugar Icing:
In a large bowl with an electric mixer beat the egg whites with the cream of
tartar, a pinch of salt, and 2 teaspoons
water until the mixture is frothy, beat in
2 large egg whites*
the sugar, a little at a time, and beat the
1 pinch cream of tartar
mixture until it holds stiff peaks. Beat in
3 cups confectioners’ sugar,
the food coloring, if desired.
Decorate baked cookies with the icing using sifted
Food coloring, optional
a spatula or a pastry bag fitted with s small
decorative tip and let the cookies stand for
20 minutes, or until the icing is set.
Yield: enough icing for about 50 (4-inch) cookies

6. Thou shalt not forget thou are a representative of
your country at all times.

5. Know at all times where thy passport is, for a person
without a passport is a person without a country.

7. Thou shalt not worry, for he that worrieth hath no
pleasure - few things are ever fatal.
8. As a stranger in a strange land be prepared to do
as its people doeth.
9. Thou shalt not judge the people of a country by the
one person who hast given them trouble.
10. Remember thou art a guest in other lands, and
those who treat their hosts with respect shall be
treated likewise.
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Tourist Information
Belize Tourism Board - 223-1910.
Belize Tourism Industry
Association (BTIA) - 227-5717.

Travel North of the cut for to
visit these great businesses.

Mata Chica
Azul
Portofino
Capricorn
Rendezvous
Captain Morgan’s
Journey’s End

San Pedro Tourist Guide
Association 226-2391.

San Pedro Roman Catholic
Church Sun. Mass: 9 a.m. English;
11 a.m. Children’s; 7:30 p.m.
Spanish; Sat.: Confessions 5-7 p.m;
Mass or Communion Service every night at 7:30 p.m.
Phoenix

SAILSPORTS BELIZE – Windsurfing, kite sailing
and sailing. The latest equipment and expert instruction makes it easy to learn. 226-4488
info@sailsportsbelize.com.
SEADUCED – River cave tubing, snorkel excursions, Mayan ruins and more adventures. 226-2254.

Assembly of God Church on Angel Coral St. Marriage Counseling/
Prayer Line. Call 226-3767/2913 Services T-W-Sat.-Sun. at 7:30
p.m. Christian Radio FM 101.3.

Realtors...
Island Ferry

Central
Park

IMPORTANT #s
Emergency
911
Crimestoppers
922
Police
226-2022
Fire
226-2372
Wings of Hope - Medical emergency air ambulance. Phone:
223-3292.
Lions Health Clinic - 226-4052;
emergencies 603-1755 or 6026383. Hours: Mon.-Fri., 8am to
8pm; Sat., 8am - noon.

BELIZE REAL ESTATE - Your country-wide
company. Guaranteed clear title. Call 226-2090 for
information or appointment.
SUNRISE REALTY - Land, homes, businesses,
condos and investment properties. Call 226-3737, fax
226-3379 or E-mail: info@SunriseBelize.com
SOUTHWIND PROPERTIES - For all your Real
Estate needs. Call 226-2005 or 226-2060 for information or E-mail: southwind@btl.net for current listings.

Sunrise Realty

PELICAN PROPERTIES LTD. - Fine properties on
Ambergris Caye. E-mail: info@pelicanbelize.com or
phone 226-3234.
CASA CAYO REAL ESTATE - Serving Belize
from the mountains to the reef. Phone 226-2791.
www.casacayo real estate.net

Hyperbaric Chamber - 2262851, Dr. Otto Rodriguez - 6000287 or 226-2854. Antonia
Guerrero - 600-5475 or 2062152. Eleazar Portillo - 610-4560
or 226-3195.
San Pedro Health Center - 2262536. 8-12 and 2-5, Mon. to
Fri. Emergencies 226-2555/2918
or 606-3864.
US Embassy - 227-7161

Transportation...
ISLAND FERRY SERVICE & WATER TAXI –
Scheduled ferry service & water taxi for Ambergris
Caye. Phone 226-3231.
MONCHO’S GOLF CART RENTALS - Four & Six
seater golf carts available. Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
We deliver to your room. 226-3262 or 226-4490.

Canadian Consulate - 223-1060

JOE’S BIKE RENTALS - Located on middle street.
Offers bicycles of all sizes, kids to adults.

Mexican Embassy - 223-0193
Mini Golf

Guatemalan Embassy - 223-3150

Services...

Health Club

Honduran Embassy - 224-5889

KRYSTAL SHIPPING CO./MASH CO. - We
deliver construction supplies all the way to Robles
Point! Phone 226-2089 or E-mail: mashco@btl.net

Sausage Factory
Caye Coffee

Miscellaneous

Saga Society
A non-profit “humane society” to
address the stray cat and dog population in San Pedro. Phone 226-3266.

AMIGOS del MAR DIVE CENTER – Simply the BEST
in * Diving - local, night, Blue Hole & Turneffe *
PADI Certification *Rentals *Snorkel Trips.
Phone 226-2706. Email: amigosdive@btl.net

CAYE CHAPEL GOLF RESORT – Play a round of
golf on this beautifully landscaped island. This place is
above par! Set up T-time now. 226-8250.

Living Word Church Service Sun.
10:45 a.m. Bible study Mon. 7:30
p.m. We do Christian charity work.
226-2950.

Green Reef
A non-profit organization dedicated to
the promotion of sustainable use and
conservation of Belize’s marine and
coastal resources. greenreef@btl.net

Water, Sports & Tours

SEARIOUS ADVENTURES – Up for some adventure? Mayan ruins, manatee watching and more tours
available. Make your reservations today. 226-4127.

Church Services

The Lions Club of San Pedro
relies on income from its Friday and
Saturday Night BBQ to support the
needy community. Help a great cause
-have dinner with us!

GUIDE

Banana Beach

San Pedro Sun

CASTILLO’S HARDWARE - Storm supplies,
electronics, household appliances, tools, home repair
items and a wide variety of paints, stains and varnishes. Pescador Drive. Phone 226-2302.
WALLY’S ELECTRICAL SERVICE AND SUPPLY
- Air conditioning, electrical and plumbing, parts and
service. Phone 226-2408.
VARELA CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES & MATERIALS - Quality construction materials and supplies.
We stock what we sell! 226-2215 or 226-2808.
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Dining Out...
MATA CHICA - Mambo Cuisine - for food
lovers. Homemade pasta, shrimp paté,
bruschetta, charbroiled seafood and much more!
Call 220-5010/5011.

RICO’S SURFSIDE RESTAURANT – A truly
unique dining experience on the beach at Banyan Bay. Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner
daily. Phone 226-3739 ext. 135.

GEORGE’S KITCHEN – Breakfast Served Anytime! Scrumptious Steaks & Seafood. Open 7
a.m. – 3 p.m. & 6 p.m. – 10 p.m. Coconut
Drive. Call 226-2974.

ROJO LOUNGE - Enjoy tropical lounge cuisine in one of the most beautiful beachfront settings in all of Belize - Azul Resort. 226-4012.

MICKEY’S PLACE - Open daily 6:30 a.m. 10 a.m. for breakfast, 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
for lunch and 6 - 10 p.m. for dinner. Burritos
on Wednesdays. Pescador Drive. Call 226-2223.

RENDEZVOUS RESTAURANT AND BAR Thai and French fusion cuisine on the beach.
Try our Rendezvous Estate house wine and extraordinary homemade bread. Phone 226-3426.

BLUE WATER GRILL – Island cuisine with a
twist! Wood-fired Oven Pizzas, Sushi & more!
Open daily. Happy Hour 4 to 6 p.m. 226-3347.

CAPTAIN MORGAN’S RETREAT – Savor a
taste of Temptation Island. Underneath a starry
night enjoy the exquisite meals prepared by our
expert chefs. A small boat ride takes you to one
of San Pedro’s guilty pleasures.

CELI’S RESTAURANT ON THE BEACH Next to the San Pedro Holiday Hotel, open
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. to 9:00
p.m. Beach BBQ every Wednesday night.
LILY’S TREASURE CHEST RESTAURANT
- On the beach behind Lily’s Hotel. Join us for
a cool breeze and the best seafood or USDA
beef on our veranda by the sea. 226-2650.

EL DIVINO RESTAURANT at BANANA
BEACH - Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner
from 6 a.m - 10 p.m. Book your party or banquet today! Phone 226-2444.

JADE GARDEN RESTAURANT - Delicious
Cantonese cuisine, steaks, seafood and vegetarian
dishes. 226-2506. Coconut Drive. Take-out
available. Closed Tuesday.

CASA PICASSO – Tapa Bar – Classic Pastas –
After Dinner Desserts. Open at 5:30 p.m. Martini Lounge is open until 11 p.m. Call 226-4507.

SWEET BASIL GOURMET CAFÉ - Fabulous salads & sandwiches, imported wines &
cheeses, fresh baked breads. Just across the
river cut. Phone 226-3870.
RAMON’S VILLAGE - Enjoy breakfast, lunch
and dinner in a Mayan atmosphere or on the
veranda overlooking the Caribbean Sea. Coconut Drive. Phone 226-2071.
LUNA at Journey’s End Resort - Experience
fine dining on the beach north of San Pedro.
Visit our tropical bar featuring karaoke, dance
and fun music. Phone 226-2173.
STAINED GLASS PUB – Only British–
American Pub in Belize! Home-cooked and
gourmet specials. Serving lunch and dinner
Mon. – Sat. starting at 11 a.m. Closed on Sundays. Phone 226-4147.

PORTOFINO’S own “LE BISTRO” - One of
the newest & most talked about restaurants on
the island. Meet our boat at 6:30 p.m. at Fido’s
Dock for a complimentary ride to one of the
best culinary experiences you will have while in
paradise. For reservations, call 220-5096.
OVA DI WATA RESTAURANT – At Caribe
Island Resort. Fine dining on the sea. The best
Seafood & USDA Beef. 3 miles south of San
Pedro. FREE transportation for 6 or more. Phone
226-3635.
CARAMBA RESTAURANT - Local Mexican
& Caribbean dishes. Located on Pescador Dr.
Phone 226-4321. Closed Wednesday.
CAPRICORN RESTAURANT & BAR - Enjoy
our magical menu by sun or starlight. Brunch &
lunch 10 a.m.-2 p.m. dinner 6-9 p.m. Reservations suggested. 226-2809. Closed Wednesdays.

Unique Offerings...
ISLAND MINI GOLF & ICE CREAM - Sea
Grape Drive (1 block W of Barefoot Iguana).
Open Tues.–Thurs. 2 – 9 p.m.; Fri., Sat. &
Sun. 2 – 10 p.m.
CAYE COFFEE – Take a taste of our local
ground fresh coffee back home. A wonderful
cup of coffee makes such a great difference in
your day. Try it and ask for more. 226-3568.
DALIA’S STORE – Fresh meats, and vegetables,
groceries, liquors, and hardware items. Boca del
Rio Area. Phone: 226-3286 Fax: 226-4074
WINE de VINE - Fine imported wines and
cheeses. Olive oils, vinegars and specialty items.
Located in the Vilma Linda Plaza on Tarpon St.
Phone 226-3430.
BIG TREE PRODUCE – Fresh Local & Imported Fruits & Vegetables. Seafood, meats,
juices & milk shakes. Pescador Dr. 226-2322.
JUBILAND GIFTS & PARTY SHOP – Party
Favors, Invitations, Piñatas, Holiday Decorations
& More! Barrier Reef Drive – Phone 226-3400.

THE GREENHOUSE - Offering quality Belizean & imported fresh produce. A/C locale on
Barrier Reef Drive. Phone 226-2084.
THE SAUSAGE FACTORY - Largest selection of smoked meats and sausage on the island.
One mile south of town. 226-2655.
CAYE INTERNATIONAL BANK - Offering
Demand Deposit Accounts, Loans, Savings Accounts, etc. cibl@btl.net or phone 226-2388.
Pan Dulce – A delightful way to start your day.
Our fresh sweet breads and wonderful cakes make
you want more. Call 226-3242.
ISLAND INTERNET CAFE – Write home,
browse the web, or simply call your friends and
relatives. Visit us. 226-3777.
TROPICAL TOUCH DAY MASSAGE –
Relax and let the vacation begin. For appointments call us at 226-4666.
PROVIDENT BANK & TRUST - Offering a
full range of International Banking Services.
phone 223-5698 services@prov identbank.bz

FIDO’S – Newly renovated it is set on the beach
under a giant palapa with a spectacular view of
the Caribbean Sea. Enjoy your favorite drink or
cocktail in this unique setting. Open seven days
a week for lunch and dinner.
PAULY’S PIZZA – The best pizzas in town. Also
great subs, calzones, chicken wings, cinnamon and
garlic sticks. Seven days a week. 226-2651.
ELVI’S KITCHEN - Whether you’re craving
crab claws, lobster, calamari, scallops, mussels,
fresh water lobster, shrimp, conch, or fish, Elvi’s
is “Di Place” for seafood. Call us at 226-2176.
VICTORIA HOUSE - International and IslandStyle cuisine by Executive Chef Amy Knox.
Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. Reservations recommended, call 226 2067.

Party...Party...Party
THE HOLIDAY HOTEL - Every Wednesday, live music and a fabulous Beach Barbeque
6:30 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. Barrier Reef Dr. 226-2014.
THE HAMMOCK HOUSE - is the perfect
“hangout.” Live music, barbeques and more. Just
north of the cut. 226-2940
PIER LOUNGE - Home of the “World Famous
Chicken Drop” every Wednesday. Daily drink
specials and two-for-one happy hour. Located
beachfront in the Spindrift Hotel. Phone 226-2002.

Note to Advertisers
We hope that you will agree that this
revised Visitor Guide is a great way to
reach those visiting “La Isla Bonita.”
Free copies of the Visitor Guide will
be offered to guests arriving to the
island through the airlines and the
resorts. Of course it will also be
included in The San Pedro Sun.
We will be contacting you to provide
additional information about advertising, or feel free to contact us.
This section will continue to grow
and improve, thank you for your
support and patience.

Be part of the
San Pedro Sun

Visitor Guide
Contact The San Pedro Sun
226-2070 spsun@sanpedrosun.net
for ad rates and availability
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We offer 4-seater &
6-seater golf carts
Located at the Airport
& on Sea Star Street
We deliver
Open Daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
to your room! Tel: 226-3262 or 226-4490

Restaurant
GREAT Ambiance... Local, Mexican &
and Exquisite Meals!!! Caribbean Cuisine
Located on Middle Street (Pescador Drive)
E-mail: carambas@btl.net
www.ambergriscaye.com/caramba
Phone 226-4321
or 603-1652

Closed on
Wednesday

Serving San Pedro
since 1980!
We at Southwind Properties specialize in the listing & sale of fine island
properties - Homes, Condos, Hotels, Commercial, Income-Producing
Properties & Land for homes or large parcels for development. Be sure to
meet with Marianne, Lori or Claudio to discuss your particular needs.
Southwind Properties prides itself in being there full-time for full service
and full disclosure for all your real estate needs. Call 226-2005/2060 or
E-mail southwind@btl.net for more information.
Condos/Homes & Commercial Property
Royal Palm (R44) Unit 6B – 1bdrm condo on the upper level. Ocean & pool view.
Fully Furnished. $175,000 US.
Belize Yacht Club (K14) Upper & lower beachfront units including a permanent
boat slip! Each condo is 1 bdrm/1 bath and fully furnished. Priced at $350,000 US.
Apartment Building (C26) Apartment building with 10 units on 2 levels. Solid
concrete construction ready for a third level for additional apartments or an owner’s
quarter. Priced to sell at $550,000 US – terms also available.
Rental Property (B33) Rental property close to town with 9 studio apartments.
Good investment at only $198,000 US.
Secluded piece of Paradise (R40) Small home on 3.5 acres with more than 600’ of
beachfront on the western coast of Ambergris Caye. $275,000US.
Raw Land
Holiday Lands – lots off the beach starting at $60,000 US.
Ambergris Bay (G26) 60’ of beachfront and 80’ of lagoon front on the west coast of
Ambergris Caye. Price $60,000 US.
Punta Bajo (J24) 2.5 acres with 280’ of beachfront, western coast of Ambergris
Caye. Price $150,000 US.
Palmero Point (W19) Lot#50, 95’ x 120’ - $20,000 US Terms Available.
Palm Bay Club (M49) Lot #94 – 3rd row lot, 100’ x 90’. $16,000 US.
Punta Bajo (J24) 2.5 acres with 280’ of beachfront, western coast of Ambergris
Caye. $150,000 US.
Spanish Reef – lots off the beach starting at $13,000 US.
Club Caribbean – beachfront lots starting at $60,000 US.
Club Caribbean – off the beach lots starting at $18,000 US.
Boca Del Rio (P42) 3 lots on the waterway before crossing river cut. $210,000 US.
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So you want to own a piece of paradise?
Contributed by Sunrise Realty

Question: Can a foreigner own property in Belize?
Answer: Absolutely! Belize is part of the British Commonwealth and the legal
system is based on British common law. A foreigner has the same rights as a
Belizean citizen to freehold property ownership.
Question: How are Ambergris Caye properties titled?
Answer: Presently, you can take title to freehold property on Ambergris Caye in
one of three ways, depending on the location. The oldest form of title is taken via
a Deed of Conveyance (or Deed of Encumbrance), which originates from the
British colonial days. Ownership by Conveyance can be subsequently converted to
a Certificate of Title via an application for first registration. A Certificate of Title
is a physical title, whereas ownership via Conveyance is a registered right to
ownership of a property. Either form of ownership is equally secure with the
ability to be mortgaged.
In 1977, the Government passed the Registered Land Act and certain areas of
Belize were subsequently declared compulsory registration areas. On Ambergris

Holiday Humor

“Holiday Eating Tips”
1. Avoid carrot sticks. Anyone who puts carrots on a holiday buffet table
knows nothing of the Christmas spirit. In fact, if you see carrots, leave immediately. Go next door, where they’re serving rum balls.
2. Drink as much eggnog as you can. And quickly. Like fine single malt
scotch, it’s rare. In fact, it’s even more rare than single-malt scotch. You can’t
find it any other time of the year but now. So, drink up! Who cares that it has
10,000 calories in every sip? It’s not as if you’re going to turn into an eggnogaholic or something. It’s a treat. Enjoy it. Have one for me. Have two. It’s later
than you think. It’s Christmas!
3. If something comes with gravy, use it. That’s the whole point of gravy.
Gravy does not stand alone. Pour it on. Make a volcano out of your mashed
potatoes. Fill it with gravy. Eat the volcano. Repeat.
4. As for mashed potatoes, always ask if they’re made with skim milk or
whole milk. If it’s skim, pass. Why bother? It’s like buying a sports car with an
automatic transmission.
5. Do not have a snack before going to a party in an effort to control your
eating. The whole point of going to a Christmas party is to eat other people’s
food for free. Lots of it!
6. Under no circumstances should you exercise between now and New
Year’s. You can do that in January when you have nothing else to do. This is the
time for long naps, which you’ll need after circling the buffet table while
carrying a 10-pound plate of food and that vat of eggnog.
7. If you come across something really good at a buffet table, like frosted
Christmas cookies in the shape and size of Santa, position yourself near them
and don’t budge. Have as many as you
can before becoming the center of
attention. They’re like a beautiful pair
of shoes. If you leave them behind,
you’re never going to see them again.
8. Same for pies. Apple. Pumpkin.
Mincemeat. Have a slice of each. Or,
if you don’t like mincemeat, have two
apples and one pumpkin. Always have
three. When else do you get to have
more than one dessert?
9. Did someone mention fruitcake?
Granted, it’s loaded with the mandatory celebratory calories, but avoid it at
all cost. I mean, have some standards.
10. One final tip: If you don’t feel
terrible when you leave the party or
get up from the table, you haven’t
been paying attention. Reread tips;
start over, but hurry, January is just
around the corner.
Remember this motto to live by:
“Life should NOT be a journey to the
grave with the intention of arriving
safely in an attractive and well
preserved body, but rather to skid in
sideways, chocolate in one hand,
martini in the other, body thoroughly
used up, totally worn out and screaming ‘WOO HOO, what a ride!’”

Caye, this area starts at the southern tip of the island and extends approximately
five miles north of town. All properties, which fall under this section, can now be
issued a modern physical Land Certificate Title with a parcel number designation,
which replaces the older meets and bounds references of the original conveyed
properties. The Government is in the process of systematically re-registering all
freehold lands under the Registered Land Act so as to eventually have a uniform
nationwide system of land ownership.
Question: How do I ensure the property that I want to buy has clear title?
Answer: By having your legal representative research the title and issue a title
opinion. The title is researched in the Lands Registry, the Courts of Belize, and in
the Companies Registry if the land is held under a company. Liens, judgments and
other encumbrances are valid only if properly lodged for record.
Question: What is the process for purchasing a property in Belize?
Answer:
1. The first step is to submit a binding offer to the seller. Offers are normally
submitted with a 2% earnest money deposit to the broker’s escrow account.
2. Upon acceptance by the seller, the purchaser will then retain a local attorney
to perform the necessary due diligence. Once satisfactory title research is completed, a recordable Purchase Agreement, or original title transfer instrument
will then be drawn up based on the particulars of the original purchase offer.
3. Upon closing, the executed documents will subsequently be processed at the
Lands Registry and an original title or certified copy of the Purchase Agreement
will then be delivered to the purchaser by his attorney in due course.
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Bacalar Chico
to get new trails

Reef Brief
by Green Reef Peace Corp
Volunteer, Kristen Stelljes
Bacalar Chico National Park is full
of many wonders of nature, but until
now, it has been very difficult to see
them. That is all going to change this
coming February!
Trekforce, a United Kingdom conservation expedition organization that
travels in Southeast Asia and Central
and South America, is coming to Belize with 18 volunteers to cut a trail from
San Juan on the lagoon side (where the
current ranger station is) to Robles
Point. They will also build secondary
trails to the Laguna de Canteña, where
campsites will be built in the future. A
trail to Chac Balam, one of the Mayan
sites within the reserve, will be
cleared, as well. Mito Paz, Executive
Director of Green Reef said, “This is
a brilliant project. There is no other
trail like it on Ambergris Caye.”
These trails are part of a plan to
make Bacalar Chico financially sustainable, so the Reserve staff will be
able to carry out patrols and research,
as well as better manage and protect
the resources the area has to offer.
“This trail will open up the area to a
whole new group of visitors that have
never been able to enjoy the park in the
past. I’m looking forward to hiking it
myself!” said Tammy Mae Summers,
Green Reef Bacalar Chico Project Director. It is hoped that the trails will
create new opportunities for tour guides
to take their guests into Bacalar Chico
and that the new site will offer adventure eco-tourism in Ambergris Caye.
Green Reef plans to offer tour guiding
specialty courses about Bacalar Chico
in 2005.
Bacalar Chico National Park &
Marine Reserve is a very unique
place. It is home to ten threatened or
endangered species found on the
World Conservation Union (IUCN)
Red List. This includes jaguar! It also
boasts Rocky Point – the only location
in Belize where the Belize Barrier
Reef touches the shoreline. Bacalar

Serving San Pedro
since 1980!

Specializing in
Homes, Condos,
Businesses, Property
& Raw Land

Chico was a major site for trading among the Maya, and there are
nine different archaeological sites
in the Park. There is also the largest nesting population of endangered Loggerhead and Green sea
turtles in Belize and breeding areas for commercially important
species such as Queen Conch, and
a seasonal spawning bank for
Nassau, Black, and Yellowfin
Groupers.
Green Reef and Bacalar Chico
National Park & Marine Reserve
are very excited to work with
Trekforce and are looking forward
to sharing the treasures of Bacalar

Chico with Ambergris Caye
and our guests.
Watch for the New Year’s
Eve Clean Up from San Juan
to Boca del Rio on the lagoon
side. Participants from Guardians of the Reef, San Pedro
Town Council,Ambergris
Caye Chamber of Commerce,
and Peace Corps will be out
from 10 a.m. –12 noon on the
31 st to make San Pedro a
cleaner place for the New
Year.
Come out and join us!
Happy Holidays from everyone at Green Reef!

Visitors to Bacalar Chico listen to a guide
explain artifacts discovered in the area

capricorn
resort  restaurant  bar
tranquilo

best describes this cozy, intimate resort nestled in its own private,
beautiful cove just 3 miles north from the charming town of San Pedro.


 restaurant 
Guests will find a variety of selections, including such features as local giant stone
crab claws, fresh fish from local fisherman, filet mignon with red wine and
portabella mushroom sauce, and The Stuffed Grouper, homemade baked breads, and
desserts such as key lime pie. So come, relax, and enjoy yourselves as the table,
under that stars, is yours for the entire evening.

 cabanas 

While the focus at Capricorn is its fine food and good spirits Capricorn also features
only 3 cozy, private, air-conditioned cabanas right on the beach. Each cabana is
complete with high ceilings, large private bath, shower made for 2, and a porch with
its own hammock for relaxing! Any and all tours can be arranged!
Breakfast is included. Beach bar is open all day everyday!

 gift shop 

Capricorn has expanded to include a uniquely distinctive gift shop, featuring original
designed one of a kind jewelry made with stones from all over the world as well as
local artists’ jewelry and unique gifts.

Call our office at
226-2005 or 226-2060

Lunch served daily 11-2pm  Dinner 6-9pm
‘Anytime’ bar snacks served all day everyday  Closed Wednesday Nights Only
Reservations suggested 226-2809

E-mail: southwind@btl.net
or stop by - we’re located
next to the Post Office!
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Language can link us with
other cultures, no matter
how foreign the tongue may
be. In an effort to share this
form of communication
with our audience, The
San Pedro Sun proudly
presents its newest
addition to the weekly
paper – Words of the Week.
In Words of the Week, we

ENGLISH
Merry Christmas
Happy New Year
Turkey
Ham

will present a few
words in English
and give you their
Spanish and
Garinagu translations. In the near
future we hope to
include other languages that
may interest our valued
readers! Enjoy!!!

SPANISH
Feliz Navidad
Feliz Año Nuevo
Pavo
Jamón

CREOLE
Meri Krismos
Hapi Nyoo Yaa
Terki or Krismos Bird
Ham

Low score in each foursome
wins a FREE game!
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

On Sea Grape Drive
(one block West of
Barefoot Iguana)

Soft Serve Ice Cream,
Tropical smoothies
Shakes, Flurries
and MORE!!!
Open Mon. – Th.
12 – 9 p.m.
Fri - Sun.
12 – 10 p.m.
Closed Christmas Day
Adult - $8 Children - $5

Mango’s
Clip and
bring in this
coupon for free
cerviché with
dinner purchase.

Cajun &
Caribbean
style dishes!

Happy Hour Every day 3-6
$3 beer $4 premium 2 for 1 local rum drinks

Open 10-10 daily, Closed Wednesdays

We look forward to serving you!
42 Barrier Reef Drive Next to the library
226-2859
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Wolfe’s
Woofers
by
Dennis Wolfe

Wedding
Vows
Dulce said, “Dennis, Sean needs a ride to Banyan Bay to talk to the
minister about the wedding. Take him over there in your golf cart.”

Trivia Tidbits

*As of March 2000, Julia Roberts was earning $20 million per movie,
making her the highest-paid actress in Hollywood history.
*An obsolete term for a foolish, talkative person is “blatherskite.”
*If you were to rub garlic on the heel of your foot, it would be absorbed
by the pores and eventually show up on your breath.
*The celebration of the New Year is the oldest of all holidays. It was first
observed in ancient Babylon about 4,000 years ago. In the years around
2,000 B.C., Babylonians celebrated the beginning of a new year on what
is now March 25th, although they themselves had no written calendar.
*The female name Nicole is from Greek and translates to “victory of the
people.”
*Brain-wave activity in humans changes when we catch the punch line of
a joke.
*The size of your foot is approximately the size of your forearm.

I hung around while Sean had his discussion with Reverend David
Simpson. Before he left, Sean slipped a hundred dollar bill into the
minister’s hand.

*A spider is not an insect. It is an arachnid – it has eight legs instead of
six, and has no wings or antennae. The same is true of the daddy longlegs, scorpion’s mite, and tick – none is technically part of the insect class.

I’m giving you this hundred dollars for a slight change in the wedding vows,” he said. “When you get to me and the part about honor
and obey, forsaking all others and being faithful forever, I want you
to leave that part out.”

*Fireflies like to light up together. Two fireflies found near each other
will eventually start lighting up at the same time.

On the way back home I told him, “Sean, I’ve been dealing with the
women in this family for years. Believe me, it’s not going to work.”
On the day of the wedding, we stood on the beach as Melody and
Sean exchanged their vows. Melody said her part and now it was
Sean’s turn.
“Do you, Sean, promise to love Melody forever?”
“I do.”
“Do you promise to obey her every wish, never make her cook and
swear before God and these witnesses that you will never look at
another woman as long as you both shall live?”
“Uh.”
Sean looked around at the two hundred or so people surrounding us on
the beach and took a big gulp of air. He was trapped.
“Uh. I do.”
As the minister handed him the ring, Sean leaned over and whispered, “Hey, I thought we had a deal.”
Reverend Simpson handed Sean’s hundred dollars over to him with
the ring.
“Sorry,” he whispered back. “The bride made me a much better
offer.”
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YOUR ISLAND SPECIALISTS!
*BEACHFRONT HOMES *CONDOS *VILLAS *LAND
*COMMERCIAL PROPERTY *HOTELS *ISLANDS

www.SunriseBelize.com
SUNRISE TEL 501-226-3737
/ FAX 501-226-3379
E-mail: Info@SunriseBelize.com
Realty DEVELOPED PROPERTIES
 Changes in Latitudes Bed & Breakfast – $395,000 – Sold.
 Popular Front Street Bar & Grill!! Inquire.
 Banana Beach Resort: Condos, Suites and rooms with 2 Pools, beach,
restaurant and bars. All Banana Beach properties have guaranteed
rental incomes!
4 bed, beachfront condos $347,500.
3 bed, beachfront condo $290,000.
Oceanfront, 1 bedroom $175,000.
Courtyard, 1 bedrooms $123,500.
Balcony Suites $57,500.
 Eden Park Villas luxury 2,000 ft2, 2 bedroom, beachfront. Now Selling!
Palms $450,000.
Paradiso $495,000.
Imperial $595,000.
Penthouse $1.0 M.
 Mi Casa. Rental suites with spacious top floor owner’s quarters and loft
apt. $650,000.
 The Villa Turquesa at Mata Grande designer 3 bedroom beach home
with pier and optional adjoining beach lot $975,000.
 Caye Villas – Beach villas with pool.
3 beds, 4 baths, fully furnished $490,000.
2 beds, 2 baths, fully furnished $394,000.
2 beds, 3 baths, fully furnished $395,000.
 Beach Cabin on 60ft x 106ft lot, 5 miles north - $199,000 – under
contract.
 Casa Flores Income producing triplex on double lot. $395,000.

















UNDEVELOPED PROPERTIES
IN TOWN BEACH LOT! Commercial or residential, $490,000.
Near Mexico Rocks 178ft beachfront, 2.4 acres $534,000.
Mata Chica area 2 acres on the beach, 132 ft frontage $396,000.
Mata Grande 100ft x 200ft beachfront, $225,000 – under contract.
Boca Ciega beach lot, 75ft x 130 ft, $150,000.
Punta Arenas 200ft beachfront, 3 acres, $425,000 – under contract.
Mata Chica area 132 ft beachfront, $396,000.
Playa Blanca beach lot, 60ft x 106ft, $140,000.
Rocky Point 2 x1250ft, 15-acre, beachfront parcels.
Boca Ciega 4.5 acres 170ft beachfront. $350,000.
Buena Vista Point ocean view, 75ft x 150ft, $94,000.
Palm Bay Club beach lot, 50ft x 100ft. $35,000 terms.
Laguna Estates Oceanfront, 60ft x 100ft, terms.
Laguna Estates Ocean view lots from $20,000.
Caribbean Coves 300ft Oceanfront $50,000.
2 adjoining Alta Mar 100ft x 100ft lots $65,000 each.

All prices are in US dollars and subject to change without notice. For
further details on these properties and much more call your
AMBERGRIS CAYE SPECIALISTS
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Season’s Greeting
Celebrate Celebrate the New Year!
Dance – Dance – Dance – The Night Away!
Dance into the New Year
to the Awesome Beat of

DJ Lucky!!
Feast – Feast – Feast!
Scrumptious Buffet at the Magic Mambo Restaurant including:
*Salsa Catalina *Skewered Sautéed Chicken in Papaya Salsa
*Seafood Lasagna with Béchamel Sauce * Penne with a white wine garlic sauce
and served with clams and mussels *Gorgonzola Salad with Nuts & Raisins
*Whole Roasted Pig
*Banana Guacamole *Assorted Breads *Shrimp – Steamed in Belikin Beer
*Curry Fish with Potatoes *Caviar with Bellinis
*Ice Cream Covered in Hot Fudge

Party– Party– Party
All Night!!!
$100US per person includes a Welcome Champagne Cocktail!
Pick-up at Island Ferry - Fido’s Dock – 8:00 p.m.
$20BZ Per Person Roundtrip
RSVP at 220-5011

