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Beach Buddies:
It’s so much more than a
walk on the beach!

Chapines Taco House:
A new, exciting place to eat
authentic Guatemalan tacos!
Plus, Caye Caulker Section:
weddings and personalities!
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Where did you read your
San Pedro Sun?
Where did you take your San Pedro Sun & Visitor Guide?
Take a photo of you and the paper and send it to us at:
spsun@sanpedrosun.net

Language can link us with
other cultures, no
matter how foreign the tongue
may be. In an effort
to share this form of communication with our
audience, The San Pedro
Sun proudly presents
– Words of the Week. This
week, we will
present a few phrases in
English and give you their
Creole and Spanish translations. Special thanks to
Sylvana Woods for her help with the Creole translations. Enjoy!!!

English
Creole
Spanish

Do I have to pay duty on this?
Ah hafu pay jooti fi dis wan ya?
¿Tengo que pagar impuesto por esto?

English
Creole
Spanish

What time does the next boat leave?
Da weh taim di neks boat wahn lef?
¿A que hora sale el otro bote?

English
Creole
Spanish

May I have a cup of coffee, please?
Ah ku pleez geh wahn kop a kaafi?
¿Pudiera conseguir otra taza de café, por favor?
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The San Pedro Sun has travelled to all
parts of the globe, to some of the most
exotic locales, and this week is no
exception! Pictured is Dillon & Dan Plunkett
reading The San Pedro Sun at Mount Aso,
an Active Volcano in central Japan.
Photos taken in unique and unusual places are
preferred. Be sure to identify who is in the photo
and where the photo was taken. Don’t forget to
include your names and what you were doing.

Greetings to my visiting friends
On behalf of the people of San
Pedro Town, I extend a warm welcome to all visitors arriving to our
shores. I assure you that your trip
to “La Isla Bonita” will be no ordinary vacation. Our island is famous for its rich cultural diversity,
where Mestizos, Creole and
Garinagu blend to form a unique
encounter. While here, I encourage you to explore the Caribbean
Sea and find Belize’s abundant
treasures. Hol Chan Marine Reserve and Shark-Ray Alley are just
two of the many spots where you
can enjoy our coral reef formation and abundant and breathtaking sea life. San Pedro is also
home to world-class fishing and
scuba diving.
For the more adventurous, “La
Isla Bonita” offers a wide array
of water sports and for those looking to get a glimpse of the mystical world of the Maya, these historical ruins are just a short expedition away. You will also be able
to discover Belize’s vast cave systems and many natural sanctuar-

ies that are home to our country’s
unique flora and fauna.
Whether you are spending your
honeymoon at an exclusive resort
or looking for an adventurous, yet
romantic escape, San Pedro is surely
the place to be. I invite you to explore our home and see the many
wonders it has to offer.
We welcome you with open arms.
Bienvenidos a San Pedro!
Elsa Paz, Mayor,
San Pedro Town
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Part I
There is nothing more relaxing then
a stroll on the beach. There is something about the vast expanse of the horizon that allows your worries to drift
over that unseen ledge, temporally disappearing from heart and mind. Accompanying you along the way are the
creatures who call this scene of serenity home. Above you soaring birds call
out in screeching song, while longlegged shorebirds scamper on the

beach, escorting you along the way.
Crabs and critters scurry as you approach, and often when you look
closely into the clear shallow waters
you spot bright little tropical fish,
quickly darting to their favorite hiding
place. They are the ambassadors of the
beach, there to join you during your
quest of sand and sun. As constant companions, these beach buddies welcome
you to their home in their own unique
way.
. Perhaps you have wondered just who
these creatures are? In the following
series, The San Pedro Sun takes the
opportunity to acquaint you with these
common critters who lead uncommon
lives. Like a new friend, this information will give you the chance to get to
know your “beach buddies” a little better while exploring the beaches of
Ambergris Caye.

The Brown Pelican is a very large, stocky bird with a dark brown body and a long
flat bill. It is the only non-white pelican in the world. The brown pelican has a
very long gray bill with a large pouch of skin. Its pouch holds two or three times
more than its stomach can hold — close to three gallons of fish and water! Males
and females look the same. The brown pelican can be found on the Atlantic,
Pacific and Gulf Coasts. On the Atlantic Coast, it can be found from North Carolina south to Venezuela. On the Pacific Coast, its range stretches from Southern
California to Chile. After nesting season, it can be found as far north as British
Columbia and Nova Scotia. Although they are common in the coastal areas of
Belize, the Brown Pelican is listed as an Endangered Species in the US.
Continued on Page 4
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Beach Buddies Continued from Page 3

Continued on Page 6

The Double-crested Cormorant is a solidly built black bird with an orange throat
pouch and long neck. This bird is an excellent diver and its long hooked bill is tilted
upward when the bird swims. Double-crested Cormorant nests often are exposed
to direct sun, and the dedicated parents shade the chicks and also bring them
water, pouring it from their mouths into those of the chicks. The Double-crested
Cormorant is the most numerous and widespread North American cormorant. It’s
also the only one that occurs in large numbers inland as well as on the coast.
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Reef Brief

Contributed by Peace Corps Volunteer Nicki Vassak

The Urchin is Lurchin’
“Look but don’t touch”. Who hasn’t
heard that before? The phrase applies
especially well to those scuba diving or
snorkeling the Meso-American Barrier
Reef located off the coast of Belize.
Why? Well, healthy coral reef structures
are highly productive ecosystems teeming with biodiversity that spark the kind
of curiosity that “killed the cat”, so to
speak. The long-spined sea urchin,
Diadema antillarum is just one perfect
example that proves these statements
true.
Like the other 700 species of sea urchins inhabiting marine environments
around the world, Diadema antillarum
belongs to the Echinoderm family. The
external features of this species consists
of a collection long, black spines attached
to a “test.” In this case, tests are the hard
shells that contain the internal organs of
the organism. Thin, tube feet tipped with
suckers that grasp the floor are present
amidst all those spines. These are difficult to see, but function in grabbing and
pulling prey towards its mouth, which is
located underneath the urchin’s test. The
typical diet of the sea urchin includes algae, mussels, sponges and even dead sea
urchins. This food is chewed and consumed by the sea urchin with the help of
a complex system of muscles and teeth,
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with digestion occurring in a hole located
at the top of its body.
The feeding strategy that Diadema
antillarum displays plays two important
ecological roles. First, urchin grazing reduces the total amount of algae on a reef,
similar to a lawnmower keeping the
grass short. This enables corals (which
compete with algae for space and sunlight) to grow better. Second, when urchins scrape algae from rocks, they create vacant spaces that can then be colonized by the larvae of other marine animals (corals, sponges, gorgonians). This
helps to keep the diversity of reef animals high. In the absence of urchin grazing, coral reefs may become overgrown
with algae, and the diversity of reef animals may be reduced (Toller, 2003).
The predators of Diadema antillarum
include otters, snails, several species of
fish. To avoid falling prey to animals such

To avoid falling prey to animals such as otters, snails, several species of fish, the
spines of sea urchins contain a mild toxin that act as a defense mechanism. The
toxin is not usually venomous.
Indeed, Diadema antillarum is one of
as these, the spines of sea urchins contain a mild toxin that acts as a defense the many creatures that leave us awemechanism. Although the toxin is not usu- struck and potentially stinging if we aren’t
ally venomous, it does however dis- careful. Should you or anyone you know
charge a violet colored fluid that stains suffer from a sea urchin injury, do not
the wound. Camouflage is another de- hesitate to remove the spines with tweefense mechanism of sea urchins. This zers. Applying a weak acid, such as vinability allows them to hide themselves egar, lemon juice, or ammonia may help
to help prevent infection in the wound.
within rocks and other crevices.

Visitor Guide Page 5

Beach Buddies Continued from Page 4
Shorebirds, which include Sandpipers,
Plovers and Stilts, are tough to identify. Ambergris has the Black-necked
Stilt, about six species of plovers and
possibly twenty species of sandpipers.
Most shorebirds are small, like a sparrow or a medium-sized robin, with slender bills for probing in the mud or sand,
and slender legs for wading. Hundreds
of different patterns on these birds make
it almost impossible to identify them.
Don’t be discouraged, just try to answer, is it a sandpiper or plover? Plovers are generally smaller than sandpipers with shorter, thicker bills and
have a behavior of run and stop, run
and stop, looking for food in the wave
action on the beach.

Continued on Page 11

Serving San P
edr
Pedr
edroo
since 1980!
We at Southwind Properties specialize in the listing & sale of fine island
properties - Homes, Condos, Hotels, Commercial, Income-Producing
Properties & Land for homes or large parcels for development. Be sure to
meet with Marianne or Claudio to discuss your particular needs. Southwind
Properties prides itself in being there full-time for full service and full disclosure for all your real estate needs. Call 226-2005/2060 or
E-mail southwind@btl.net for more information.
Condos/Homes & Commercial Property
Mayan Princess – In the heart of San Pedro. Well maintained, good
management.
(R11) Unit 1 - beach front, lower level condo. $99,995 US.
(G17) Unit 3 - beach front, lower level condo. $110,000 US.
(D15) Unit 14- beachfront, second level condo. $135,000 US
Secluded piece of Paradise (R40)2.6 acres with more than 435’ of
beachfront and another 458’ of lagoon water frontage on the western
coast of Ambergris Caye.
San Pablo Rentals (G10) Prime rental property offering six fully equipped
units. Beautiful, spacious first class owners quarters. A deal at $165,000
US.
Rental property close to the High School and the beach (Z) 50’ x 75’
lot with one concrete and two wooden rental buildings. $250,000 US.
Back Street Home (R35) 2 story, wooden home. Lower level-2bdrms, 1
bath, open living, kitchen & dining area. Upper level-3brms, 2 baths & 2
kitchens. $250,000 US.
Raw Land
Boca Del Rio (H31) Town lot on the main street connecting San Pedro
Town with the northern part of Ambergris Caye. Great location for either
commercial or residential. $110,000 Belize.
Santa Paula (L19) – Secluded lot - 80’x 80’. $60,000 US.
San Pablo (S46) – 50’ x 75’ for only $15,000 US.
Boca Ciega (G31) Beachfront acreage, 175’ beach frontage & 60’ lagoon
frontage. $348,000.00 US. Cash only.
Ambergris Bay (G30) 65’ of beach front & 150’ depth on the west coast of
Ambergris Caye. Price $60,000 US.
Palm Bay Club (C41) Lot # 111 – 4th row lot, 100’ x 100’. Only $18,000 US.
Basil Jones (S55) Large & Beautiful property with 145’ beach front & 400’
depth. Can be bought together with back property of 500’ frontage & 160’
depth. The land is cleared & has a fresh water well. $600,000 US. Terms
possible.
Robles (D17) Lot 31A measuring 75’ of beach front x 300’ & 31B measuring 150’ x 300’. Terms available. Asking price for both lots only $149,000
US. REDUCED $139,000 US.
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Water, Sports & Tours

Tourist Information
Belize Tourism Board - 223-1910.
Belize Tourism Industry
Association (BTIA) - 227-5717.
San Pedro Tourist Guide
Association 226-2391.

Travel North of the cut to:

Sundiver Beach Resort

Journey’s End

Church Services
San Pedro Roman Catholic Church
Sun. Mass: 9 a.m. English; 11 a.m.
Children’s; 7:30 p.m. Spanish; Sat.:
Confessions 5-7 p.m; Mass or Communion Service every night at 7:30 p.m.
Living Word Church Service Sun.
10:45 a.m. Bible study Mon. 7:30 p.m.
We do Christian charity work. 2262950.
Assembly of God Church on
Angel Coral St. T-W-Sat.-Sun. at 7:30
p.m.
Lighthouse Christian Radio - 101.3
FM. 226-4673, Cor. Buccaneer &
Pescador Drive.

GoFish Belize
Papi’s Diner
Capt. Sharks
Wet Willy’s
Richie’s
Supermarket

The

Miscellaneous
The Lions Club of San Pedro relies
on income from its Friday and Saturday Night BBQ to support the needy
community. Help a great cause -have
dinner with us!
Green Reef A non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of sustainable use and conservation of
Belize’s marine and coastal resources. greenreef@btl.net

MIDDLE

Paradise Found Belize
Caramba!

Tackle
Box

The San
Pedro Sun
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SEASIDE REAL ESTATE – Many listings, from raw land
to beautiful beachfront homes. We can help you own a piece
of paradise. Call 226-4545 or E-mail ambergris@btl.net
SUNRISE REALTY - Land, homes, businesses, condos and
investment properties. Call 226-3737, fax 226-3379 or E-mail:
info@SunriseBelize.com
SOUTHWIND PROPERTIES - For all your Real Estate
needs. Call 226-2005 or 226-2060 for information or E-mail:
southwind@btl.net for current listings.
PELICAN PROPERTIES LTD. - Fine properties on Ambergris Caye. E-mail: info@pelicanbelize.com or phone 226-3234.
BELIZE REALTY & BUILDING SERVICES - From raw
land to dream home - we’re there every step of the way!
PARADISE FOUND BELIZE LTD. REALTY - Land,
Homes, Business, Investment. List your property with us.
Office at CocoNet Internet. 607-9667 or 226-2835.
sdemaio@snet.net

Transportation...
Capt.
Sharks

Papa Bear’s

Asian Garden

George’s Kitchen

Isla Bonita Art Gallery & Frame Shop

Woody’s

Casa Picasso

Victoria House

San Pedro AA - 226-4464, 600-9061
Saga Society A non-profit “humane
society” to address the stray cat and
dog population in San Pedro. Phone
226-3266.

SEARIOUS ADVENTURES Are You Ready? Lamanai,
Altun Ha,CaveTubing with either Belize Zoo, Ziplining,or
Xunantunich Mayan Ruin, Manatee Watch and Beach BBQ,
half day snorkeling and more. We are located ON THE
BEACH straight down from the airstrip. Call #226 - 4202/
4206 or Cell #662-8818.
SAILSPORTS BELIZE – Windsurfing, kite sailing and sailing. The latest equipment and expert instruction makes it
easy to learn. 226-4488 info@sailsportsbelize.com.
SEADUCED – River cave tubing, manatee watch, Robles
Beach BBQ, Mayan ruins and more adventures. 226-2254.
SEADUCTION SAILING – First class Day Cruises to
Caye Caulker or Mexico Rocks. Beach BBQ or Sunset
Cruise. Charters also available. Phone Seaduced at 2262254.

Real Estate...

IMPORTANT #s
Emergency
911
Crimestoppers 800 922-TIPS
Police
226-2022
Fire
226-2372
Wings of Hope - Medical emergency
air ambulance. Phone: 223-3292.
Lions Health Clinic - 226-4052; emergencies 600-9071 or Hours: Mon.Fri., 8am to 8pm; Sat., 8am - noon.
Los Pinos Clinic 602-6383 and 2262686.
Dr. Lerida Rodriguez: 226-2197 or
cell 620-1974
San Pedro Chiropractic Clinic 2264695
Hyperbaric Chamber - 226-2851, Dr.
Otto Rodriguez - 600-0287 or 226-2854.
Antonia Guerrero - 600-5475 or 2062152. Eleazar Portillo - 610-4560 or
226-3195.
San Pedro Polyclinic II - 226-2536.
8-12 and 2-5, Mon. to Fri. Emergencies 226-2555/2918 or 606-3864.
Ambergris Hopes Clinic - 226-2660,
Emergencies: 606-2316
US Embassy - 227-7161
Canadian Consulate - 223-1060
Mexican Embassy - 223-0193
Guatemalan Embassy - 223-3150
Honduran Embassy - 224-5889

GUIDE

Map Sponsored by
Monchos
Golf Cart Rental
226-3262 or 226-4490

ISLAND FERRY SERVICE & WATER TAXI – Scheduled
ferry service & water taxi for Ambergris Caye. Phone 2263231.
MONCHO’S GOLF CART RENTALS - Four & Six seater
golf carts available. Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. We deliver to
your room. 226-3262 or 226-4490.
CRYSTAL AUTO RENTAL – Largest fleet in Belize. Offices at International Airport and Belize City. 223-1600, 0-800777-7777.

Services...
KRYSTAL SHIPPING CO./MASH CO. - We deliver construction supplies all the way to Robles Point! Phone 226-2089
or E-mail: mashco@btl.net
CASTILLO’S HARDWARE - Storm supplies, electronics,
household appliances, tools, home repair items and a wide variety of paints, stains and varnishes. Pescador Drive. Phone
226-2302.

Party...Party...Party
THE HOLIDAY HOTEL - Every Wednesday, live music and
a fabulous Beach Barbeque 6:30 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. Barrier Reef
Dr. 226-2014.
PIER LOUNGE - Home of the “World Famous Chicken Drop”
every Wednesday night. Daily drink specials and two-for-one
happy hour. Located beachfront in the Spindrift Hotel. Phone
226-2002.
THE TACKLE BOX - come rock da box out over the water!
Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday (starting @
9:00PM) we have amazing live bands ranging from Reggae to
Punta to old school Rock-n-Roll. We’ll have prizes, specials
and always that breath-taking Tackle Box ocean view! Located
off the San Pedro Water Taxi Pier at the end of Black Coral St.
226-4313.
FIDO’S RESTAURANT & BAR - Dine under the largest
Palapa in San Pedro! Enjoy a full lunch & dinner menu with
live beachfront entertainment all night.
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Dining Out...
MATA CHICA - Mambo Cuisine - for food lovers. Homemade pasta, shrimp paté, bruschetta,
charbroiled seafood and much more! Call 220-5010/
5011.
ROJO LOUNGE - Enjoy tropical lounge cuisine in
one of the most beautiful beachfront settings in all
of Belize - Azul Resort. 226-4012.
ELVI’S KITCHEN - serving the finest food since
1977. Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials. Caribbean
Night on Thursday. Mayan Fiesta every Friday come try our Maya Buffet. Open Monday – Saturday. Lunch: 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Dinner: 5:30
p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Call us for group reservations.
Ph 226-2404/2176 “Where something good is always cooking!”
CELI’S RESTAURANT ON THE BEACH at the

San Pedro Holiday Hotel, serves Great Fajitas, salads and local dishes for LUNCH. DELECTABLE
SEAFOOD SPECIALTIES for dinner. OUTDOOR
& INDOOR DINING 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 5:30
p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Beach barbeque every Wednesday night with live music.
LILY’S TREASURE CHEST RESTAURANT - On
the beach behind Lily’s Hotel. Join us for a cool
breeze and the best seafood or USDA beef on our
veranda by the sea. 226-2650.
RAMON’S VILLAGE - Enjoy breakfast, lunch and
dinner in a Mayan atmosphere or on the veranda
overlooking the Caribbean Sea. Coconut Drive.
Phone 226-2071.
LUNA at Journey’s End Resort - Experience fine
dining on the beach north of San Pedro. Visit our

Unique Offerings...
ISLAND MINI GOLF & ICE CREAM - Sea Grape
Drive (1 block W of Barefoot Iguana). Open Mon.–
Thurs. 12 – 9 p.m.; Fri. – Sun. 12 – 10 p.m.
SAN PEDRO FITNESS CLUB – A/C Gym at Belize Yacht Club, Fully-equipped. Open to the public.
Tennis Courts, Lap and Family pools, Aqua Fitness
and Toning Classes.Open 7am Daily, 8am Sundays.
226-2683.
CAYE COFFEE – Take a taste of our locally roasted
fresh coffee back home. A wonderful cup of coffee
makes such a great difference in your day. Try it
and ask for more. 226-3568.
WINE de VINE - Fine imported wines and cheeses.
Olive oils, vinegars and specialty items. Located in
the Vilma Linda Plaza on Tarpon St. Phone 2263430.
OSCAR’S GYM - Free-weights, Pilates, basic
Yoga, Balance Ball, Tae Bo and more. Affordable
daily, weekly and monthly fees. Located in Boca del
Rio 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily 226-2239.
BIG TREE PRODUCE – Fresh Local & Imported
Fruits & Vegetables. Seafood, meats, juices & milk
shakes. Pescador Dr. 226-2322.
THE GREENHOUSE - Fresh Produce & Seafood.
Belizean and imported speciality. Fresh herbs, cold
cuts, chilled goods plus an exciting selection of groceries. A/C local on Barrier Reef Dr. 226-2084.
THE SAUSAGE FACTORY - Largest selection of
smoked meats and sausage on the island. One mile
south of town. 226-2655.
CAYE INTERNATIONAL BANK - Offering Demand Deposit Accounts, Loans, Savings Accounts,
etc. cibl@btl.net or phone 226-2388.
PROVIDENT BANK & TRUST - Offering a full
range of International Banking Services. phone 2235698 services@prov identbank.bz
GRANIEL’S DREAMLAND - Locally made fur-

niture & accessories from all Belizean exotic hardwoods & Mahogany. On Pescador Drive, opposite
Rock’s, Call 226-2632, ext. 18 or 226-2938. Open
Mon-Sat 8:30-12:00 noon & 1:00 to 9:00 p.m. & Sun
10-12 noon.
BAREFOOT BOOKS - Features a huge selection of
new and used books. Gorgeous greeting cards and
gift items. Located at the southern end of Middle
Street (Pescador Drive) across the courtyard from
Mickey’s. 206-2577.
DandE’s FROZEN CUSTARD and SORBET – If
you like ice cream, you will Love DandE’s Frozen
Custard! Delicious cones, shakes, sundaes and splits.
Located on Pescador Drive next to Caramba Restaurant. Closed Wednesday. Phone 608-9100.
ISLA BONITA ART GALLERY & CUSTOM
FRAMING - art and crafts from Belizean and Caribbean artists + contemporary abstract paintings.
Custom framing available 226-4650.
SUNDANCER + MOONDANCER - Unique boutiques featuring beautiful, quality clothing, jewelry
and gorgeous gift items for both men (Sundancer)
and women (Moondancer). Phone: 226-3126.
CORAL REEF ECOLOGY, Dr. Ken Mattes, TREC
Topical Research & Education Center. Lecture every Thursday 7:30 PM. Details 226-3389 Taxi transport 623-8385.
ASIAN GARDEN DAY SPA - Certified Therapeutic and Thai Massage practitioners; Hot & Cold Stone
Therapy, Body Scrubs, Facials and more in a tranquil Asian courtyard. San Pedro Town, across from
Ramon’s. Ask about specials. 226-4072.
BUTTERFLY JUNGLE – Experience our enchanted
butterfly-filled jungle, observe the miracle of metamorphosis, get plants for your own butterfly garden.
4 Miles North. 610-4026 610-1561. Daily 10:00 5:00.

tropical bar featuring karaoke, dance and fun music. Phone 226-2173.
RICO’S SURFSIDE RESTAURANT – A truly
unique dining experience on the beach at Banyan
Bay. Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner daily.
Phone 226-3739 ext. 135.
PAPI’S DINER – The place for fine food at diner
prices. Taste the Caribbean. Call 226-2047.
MICKEY’S PLACE - Open daily 6:30 a.m. - 10
a.m. for breakfast, 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. for lunch
and 6 - 10 p.m. for dinner. Burritos on Wednesdays. Pescador Drive. Call 226-2223.
BLUE WATER GRILL – Island cuisine with a twist!
Wood-fired Oven Pizzas, Sushi & more! Open
daily. Happy Hour 4 to 6 p.m. 226-3347.
EL DIVINO RESTAURANT at BANANA BEACH
- Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner from 6 a.m 10 p.m. Book your party or banquet today! Phone
226-2444.
RENDEZVOUS RESTAURANT AND BAR - The
most romantic spot in town featuring award winning chefs. Thai and French cuisine blended to make
paradise taste like heaven, or so our customers say.
Free Rendezvous Wine tasting from 11:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. Fermented, blended and bottled here on
the property. Open for lunch and dinner. Call 226
3426 for reservations and transport options.
VICTORIA HOUSE - International and Island-Style
cuisine. Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. Reservations recommended, call 226-2067.
CASA PICASSO TAPAS + MARTINIS - Small
plates, big pastas and fantastic desserts! “Hippest
martini spot”-Frommer’s. Nightly 5:30pm, closed
Sundays. reservations 226-4507.
THE TACKLE BOX BAR & GRILL - whether it’s
a little break from the beach or a whole night out,
the Tackle Box is just the place. The kitchen serves
a wide array of affordable fresh comfort foods
ranging from our big Tackle Box Burgers, special
fried chicken, to some of our more local fare and
seafoods. And what a better place to enjoy our
dishes, than our back porch out over the water.
THE STAINED GLASS PUB - located in the heart
of Town featuring homestyle cooking with a gourmet flair; dine alfresco streetside or enjoy the air
conditioned quaint European atmosphere in the
unique Pub room. The Best Burger in town and several wines by the glass, full liquor bar...friendly &
informative for visitors—A Must While in San
Pedro ! Visa/MC 226-4147.
CARAMBA! RESTAURANT - Local MexicanCaribbean Cuisine. We cater to large groups! Capacity, 90 total. Opening Hours: Lunch: 11am - 2
pm, Dinner: 5pm - 10pm. Closed Wednesdays. 2264321 or 226-3850. Caramba!: “Is where the food
always speaks for itself!”

The San Pedro Sun

Visitor Guide
EVERY WEEK we print a new edition
covering the “good news” about
San Pedro and Belize!
Contact the San Pedro Sun for more information.
spsun@sanpedrosun.net
(501) 226-2070
www.sanpedrosun.net
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SPECIAL Caye Caulker Visitor Section
Popular wedding destination written by Wendy Auxillou

vices for those who wish to preserve the moment in pictures.
If you are planning a destination wedding, there are some things that you
should know. Your wedding is perfectly legal anywhere in the world. There is
no need to register your marriage once you get home. One (preferably both)
parties should be in the country three days prior to applying for a marriage
license. Two witnesses are required to be present at the ceremony.
Wedding packages at the Auxillou Beach Suites which include seven nights
accommodations, full body bridal massage, paper processing, officiate,
photographer and champagne dinner, start at $1,799 U.S. Caye Caulker Condos
also offers “rooftop weddings” on their website.

CC’s Personality of the week from The Caye Caulker Chronicles

Barefoot, on a golf cart...weddings in Caye Caulker are laid back and stress free!
A spate of weddings on Caye Caulker recently has earned the island a spot on
the list as one of the most popular locations for destination weddings in Belize.
The latest wedding took place when U.S. residents David Rauzi and Tammy
Shiplay exchanged “I Do’s” on the roof deck of the Auxillou Beach Suites.
Many people are finding that it is much cheaper, much easier and much more
fun to get married away from home. A destination wedding allows couples to
enjoy a wedding and a honeymoon at the same time.
Several hotels on Caye Caulker offer wedding packages, including the Auxillou
Beach Suites, Caye Caulker Condos and Seaside Cabañas. In addition, competent and popular independent wedding planners such as island resident Sally
Gilham help couples with their wedding planning, which helps to make the event
for the couple stress-free. For more information, or to start planning your dream
Caye Caulker wedding with Sally Silham, e-mail her at
cayecaulkerwedding@yahoo.com or visit her website at
www.weddingscayecaulker.com Freelance photographers such as Lee
Vanderwalker-Kroll and Nadine Pedoe also offer wedding photography ser-
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Born Deodoro Alamina to Marcial Alamina and Victoria Reyes Alamina of
Caye Caulker, “Dodo” as he is affectionately known, is one member of a long
line of boat builders and fishermen in the Alamina clan. “Dodo” is the fourth of
eight children.
“Dodo” has lived his entire life on Caye Caulker working as a sustenance
fisherman. He is one of the colorful characters on the island, sure to come across
your way sometime during your island stay.
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Beach Buddies Continued from Page 6

Chapines Taco House
While its doors were only recently
opened to the public, it is fast becoming the new hip place for real home
cooked “tacos” in San Pedro. Chapines
Taco House opened for business last
Sunday and the food reviews from their
customers has got the entire town raving. The eatery is a joint venture between two close friends, Julio Sosa and
Americo “Eric” Cruz, who have come
up with a unique little eatery that specializes in the finest and most enticing,
authentic Guatemalan tacos. The duo
are offering some of the most seductively hot, spicy, and refreshing flavors
of Latin and Caribbean cooking.

Looking for a cool spot to hang or
grub on some specially prepared tacos?
Well look no further! Serving chicken
and beef tacos with a Guatemalan flair
is what Chapines Taco House is all
about. The staff warmly welcomes
newcomers to their humble restaurant.
You are welcomed first as a guest and
secondly as a valuable customer. Just
catch a glimpse at the broad smiles that
greet you, and taste the food – you can
be certain that it will surpass your expectations.
The chef, Esdwin Manzanero, has
been cooking for five years now. He
Continued on Page 11

A long-winged, fork-tailed bird of tropical oceans, the Magnificent Frigatebird
is an agile flier that snatches food off the surface of the ocean and steals food
from other birds. It breeds mostly south of the United States, but wanders northward along the coasts during nonbreeding season. Also called man-o’-war-birds,
they have the largest wingspread in proportion to weight of any bird. The male is
entirely black with a red throat pouch. The black female is larger and has a white
chest. Although the Magnificent Frigatebird spends most of its life flying over the
ocean, it rarely, if ever lands on the water.

Ambergris

SEASIDE

REAL ESTATE
Belize

For details about great
properties in Belize,
please contact our office:
Barrier Reef Drive
Phone: 011-501-226-4545
San Pedro Town
E-mail ambergris@btl.net
Ambergris Caye
www.ambergrisrealestate.com

Beachfr
ont
Beachfront
Condos z Homes
May 18, 2006

$19.95

Large Buffet Featuring Ribs, Shrimp Pasta, Chicken
and a Variety of Side Dishes, Plus Live Local Band.
$25.95

Reservations Required. Call 226-2207
Located just 3 1/2 miles north of San Pedro.
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, Ambergris Caye’s latest trendy restaurant, is now open.
Serving Palm Tree Cuisine, a fusion of Central American and
offers a selection of fresh local seafood,
Caribbean delicacies,
tender meats and exotic vegetables prepared by
our renowned chef.
Menu selections include: Jerk Seared Sea Scallop Crouton,
Smoked Oyster Bruschetta, Spinach Pesto Goat Cheese Salad,
Rib-Eye Steak Argentino, Almond Nut Crusted Grouper,
White Chocolate Pudding laced with a cardamom anglaise sauce,
Strawberry & Mango Ice Parfait.
boasts an atmosphere of relaxed elegance and style,
with inventive cuisine in an enchanting setting.

At Journey’s End Resort
Reservations: 226-2173

Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner…
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Chapines Taco House Continued from Page 11

Chapines Taco House offers the best tacos with a unique Guatemalan flair.
grew up in a family of self-professed
“taco lovers”. Chef Esdwin brings to
the Taco House a unique “guatemalteco”
touch. He barbecues the meat and then
cuts it up into tiny pieces with a cleaver.
Honestly, the best and tastiest prepared
meat around! What makes Chapines’
tacos great is that it served on soft, hand
made corn tortillas, a splendid touch for
those seeking a different taste. You order as many tacos as you want (3 for $5),
and specify which type of meat. An order of three for five bucks is the way to
go; it’s just the right combination of cabbage, onions, cilantro on top of a mountain of your selected choice of meat. The
taste is delectable - so yummy that it takes
your taste buds on a joyride, and satisfies
your desire for an authentic Guatemalan
taco.
The duo plans on expanding their
menu, offering all the best in Guatemalan cuisine including burritos, enchiladas, game meat dishes and all the
fast food in between. Plans are already
under way to introduce several other
meat choices and specialty prepared
dishes. Julio commented to The Sun
that, “[their] style is different, unique
and unlike any other.” When asked why
people should come dine at Chapines,
Julio claimed, “Well, if you are looking for excellent tacos or Guatemalan
inspired dishes, Chapines is the place.
I’m warning you though; once you try
these tacos you are guaranteed to come
back again and again.” So why not try
it for yourself and let your taste buds
confirm the latest rumor of fantastic
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tacos! A good way to start your morning, noon or evening meal would be
with a few tacos, of the soft variety,
made with beef or chicken, chopped

Eric Cruz and Julio Sosa, great friends working together in this “taco” venture.
fresh veggies, and a most enticing tomato sauce to top its greatness.
Chapines Tacos House is located on
Caribeña Street and their opening hours

are daily (closed on Sunday) from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and from 6:00 p.m.
to 10:30 p.m. For orders and “in town”
deliveries, kindly call 622-4479.
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the streets of San Pedro, one can take a look at a variety of yummy treats that are on sale, but do we
San Pedro Street Treats Walking
know most of what they are selling? The Sun, took it to the streets to visit the many local street vendors and find
out about the yummy treats they offer. Here is what we found out!
Genip / Waya
squeezed into the mouth, the juice being monly being sold on the streets. As per
How many times
have you passed by a
fruit stall and seen some
unusual fruits, some
that you never came
across of until now.
One in particular is the
Genip fruit, it is now in
season and is being sold
in the various streets or
fruit stalls. The fruit is
a green round grape
like fruit. But how does it taste? Well,
the Genip or “waya” as it is commonly
called in Spanish is a one-inch, round
Caribbean fruit with a green leathery
skin and sweet, juicy orange pulp.
This very tasty and succulent fruit is
a family favorite, especially favored by
the kids. The fruit clusters are branched,
compact and heavy with nearly round,
green fruits tipped with a small protrusion, and suggesting at first glance tiny,

sucked from the pulp until there is nothing left of it but the fiber. Since the fruit
is now in season, you may see it com-

usual, you can purchase these yummy
fruits at your local fruit and veggie stall
at Antojitos Letty’s on Pescador Drive.

unripe limes, but there the resemblance
ends. The skin is smooth, thin but leathery and brittle. The glistening pulp is
salmon-colored or yellowish, gelatinous,
and juicy, but very scant and somewhat
fibrous, usually clinging tenaciously to
the seed. When fully ripe, the pulp is
pleasantly acid-sweet but if unripe acidity predominates. For eating out-ofhand, the rind is merely torn open at the
stem end and the pulp-coated seed is

ORANGE
Gallery - Gift Shop

~On Coconut Drive ~San Pedro South
~226-4066 ~orange@belizegifts.com
Mayan carvings

sculptures

pottery
slate carvings

crafts

art
caps
hats

drums

gifts
toys

wood turnings
sarongs

Jew
elr
ewelr
elryy

furniture and more!
San Pedro’s Largest Gift Shop
please visit us at www.belizegifts.com
we ship worldwide!
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Wolfe’s
Woofers
Same
Picture

by
Dennis Wolfe

Lost Wife

“Oh, man! I’m sorry about that.”
The beach in front of Cannibal’s Beach Bar was slightly crowded with people
who had just come off the ferry, but if I wasn’t so distracted I would never have
bumped into the tourist.
“It’s O.K.,” the guy that I bumped into said. “It was my fault. I wasn’t
looking where I was going. I was looking for my wife.”
“I was looking for my wife, too.” I told him. “She was supposed to meet me
when I came in on the Caye Caulker Ferry but I don’t see her anywhere.”
“My wife went to look at a dress she saw in one of the boutiques,” the guy
said. “She’s been gone about an hour and she took all the money with her. I’m
starting to get pretty desperate for a drink.”
“Hey, maybe we can help each other,” I suggested. “What does your wife
look like?”
“She’s 28 years old, very tall with blonde hair and blue eyes. She has real
long legs, boobs out to about here and she’s wearing a red string bikini. What
does your wife look like?”
“Oh, it doesn’t matter what mine looks like,” I said. “Let’s look for yours.”

Trivia Tidbits

*In the 1530s, a printing press was set up in Mexico City, and the first
Mexican newspaper was published there in 1541.
*When we look at the farthest visible star we are looking 4 billion years
into the past – the light from that star, traveling at 186,000 miles a second,
has taken many years to reach us.
*The movies, The Turning Point (1977) and The Color Purple (1985), both
share the record of receiving the most Oscar nominations (11) and no Oscar
wins.
*From 9,000 pounds of roses, which totals about 55,000 blossoms, two
pounds of costly rose essence can be extracted to be used as a component in
fragrances.
*Within the hawk, or birds of prey, family, there are 208 species — eagles,
hawks, kites, and Old World vultures, which are found nearly worldwide.
*Seals can withstand water pressure of up to 850 pounds per square inch.
*At least 100,000 different chemical reactions occur in the normal human
brain every second.
*According to Professor Walter Connor of the University of Michigan,
men are six times more likely than women to be struck by lightning.
*The human stomach lining replaces itself every three days.
*When written in Roman numerals, the year 1666 is the only date in history that is written from the highest to the lowest value, MDCLXVI (1000 +
500 + 100 + 50 + 10 + 5 + 1).

YOUR ISLAND SPECIALISTS!

*BEACHFRONT HOMES *CONDOS *VILLAS *LAND
*COMMERCIAL PROPERTY *HOTELS *ISLANDS

SUNRISE
Realty

www.SunriseBelize.com
TEL 501-226-3737 / FAX 501-226-3379
E-mail: Info@SunriseBelize.com

DEVELOPED PROPERTIES
 Miramar Villas Penthouse suite – 2,400+ sq ft – outstanding
view. Inquire.
 NEW** Grand Caribe Beach Condo project. Pre-construction pricing. Inquire!
 Banana Beach Resort: Condos and Suites with 2 Pools,
beach, restaurant and bar. Banana Beach properties have
guaranteed rental incomes!
3 bed beach condos $290,000.
2 bed beach condos $242,500.
1 bed beach condos $155,00 -195,000.
1 bed courtyard suites $123,500.
1 bed balcony suites $57,500.
 Villa del Mar – new custom built beachfront home, 1 ac, pier,
3 bedroom $995,000.
 Spacious rental beach home south of town. Sleeps 10 plus
guest cottage. Pool, mature landscaping, large pier. Inquire.
 Caye Villas – Beach villas with pool.
2 bed 3 bath fully furnished $394,000.
2 bed 3 bath fully furnished $395,000.
 Tres Cocos home 2 bedrooms with caretaker quarters. Location! $275,000.
 San Pablo canal home w/ 200ft water frontage, 2 boat slips,
ramp, fully fenced, 2 storey duplex 2bed/1bath up 1bed/1bath
down. $295,000.
 Mi Casa. Rental suites with spacious top floor owner’s quarters
and loft apt. $650,000.
 The Castle 10 apt complex: $400,000.
UNDEVELOPED PROPERTIES














In town beach lot! Commercial or residential. $490,000.
Mexico Rocks area 178 ft beach $765,000.
Playa Blanca beach lot 60 x 105 ft w/dock $210,000.
Playa Blanca beach lot 52 X 120 ft $225,000.
Boca Ciega 4.5 acres 170ft beach front. $350,000.
Buena Vista Point ocean view 75ft x 150ft $79,000 each.
Buena Vista Point ocean view 75ft x 150ft $89,000 each.
Laguna Estates ocean view lots from $35,000.
Laguna Estates commercial tracts & islands Inquire!
Caribbean Coves 200ft ocean front west side $150,000.
Caribbean Coves 100 ft ocean front west side $85,000
San Marcos 2 adjoining 50’ X 100’ lots - $35,000 each.
Alta Mar 100ft x 100ft lot $65,000.

All prices are in US dollars and subject to change without notice. For
further details on these properties and much more call your
AMBERGRIS CAYE SPECIALISTS
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