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Where did you read your
San Pedro Sun?

Where did you take your San Pedro Sun & Visitor Guide?
Take a photo of you and the paper and send it to us at:
spsun@sanpedrosun.net

Pictured is Tony Brown at O’hare International Airport
before flying to New York City. Of course he made sure
he had some good reading material for the flight!

Photos taken in unique and unusual places are
preferred. Be sure to identify who is in the photo
and where the photo was taken. Don’t forget to
include your names and what you were doing.
The San Pedr
o Sun is mailed everywher
e.
Pedro
everywhere
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The San Pedro Sun,
P.O. Box 35,
San Pedro Town
Ambergris Caye, Belize
011-501-226-2070
(307) 460-4456
011-501-226-2905
spsun@sanpedrosun.net
www.sanpedrosun.net
#63 Barrier Reef Drive, San Pedro

Name
Address
City

State
Zip

Country
E-mail:

Receive The San Pedr o Sun & Visitor Guide weekly in
your mailbox. 26 ISSUES (six months) US, Canada: $50 U.S.
Domestic: $50 BZ. 52 ISSUES (one year) US, Canada: $90 U.S.
Domestic: $90 BZ.(Other locations vary.)

More foreign subscribers than any newspaper in Belize!
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Who’s been reading the
San Pedro Sun?

Actress Claudette Mink was in town this past week helping to
celebrate a good friend’s 50th birthday! Ms. Mink, has guest starred
in such shows as the L-word, 24, Battlestar Galactica, Coach and
more. She told The San Pedro Sun that she has just wrapped the
filming of her upcoming movie, “Butterfly on a Wheel”, in which
she appears alonside the likes of Pierce Brosnan and Maria Bello.
She enjoyed a great week diving and partying at Tackle Box and
singing karaoke at Jaguar’s, amongst many other fun activities
(including reading The San Pedro Sun!) Claudette can be seen in
future installments of the L-word, and we’re sure her star will
only shine brighter!
(Above: Claudette Mink takes a picture with Will Whelan of
Maya Island Air before her flight back home.)

Greetings to my visiting friends
On behalf of the people of
San Pedro Town, I extend a
warm welcome to all visitors
arriving to our shores. I assure
you that your trip to “La Isla
Bonita” will be no ordinary vacation. Our island is famous for
its rich cultural diversity, where
Mestizos, Creole and Garinagu
blend to form a unique encounter. While here, I encourage
you to explore the Caribbean
Sea and find Belize’s abundant
treasures. Hol Chan Marine Reserve and Shark-Ray Alley are
just two of the many spots
where you can enjoy our coral
reef formation and abundant
and breathtaking sea life. San
Pedro is also home to worldclass fishing and scuba diving.
For the more adventurous,
“La Isla Bonita” offers a wide
array of water sports and for
those looking to get a glimpse
of the mystical world of the
Maya, these historical ruins are
just a short expedition away.
You will also be able to discover Belize’s vast cave systems

and many natural sanctuaries
that are home to our country’s
unique flora and fauna.
Whether you are spending
your honeymoon at an exclusive resort or looking for an
adventurous, yet romantic escape, San Pedro is surely the
place to be. I invite you to explore our home and see the
many wonders it has to offer.
We welcome you with open
arms. Bienvenidos a San Pedro!
Elsa Paz, Mayor,
San Pedro Town
June 29, 2006

Celebrating the Caribbean Crustacean!

The air was thick with
the smoky, mouth watering aroma of grilled
foods. Not only could
you dine on fresh lobster, there was a large
variety of meats, seafood and sausages to
choose from as well.
Most were served
with delicious sides of
rice and beans and potato salad.
Placencia, located on the tip of a
peninsula, is a small community in the
south of the Stann Creek District. By
road it is about a three hour drive from
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Belize City, by means of the Coastal
Road to the Hummingbird Highway to
the Southern Highway. Although it can
Continued on Page 5
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Summer in your backyard
Summer is a time for family vacations, a time to see new sights along with Laughing Bird Caye National Park

going to favorite places. But most of all,
it’s a time to enjoy time with each other
especially since children are out of
school. Getting to your many destinations can be half the fun, enjoyable rest
stops or detours to check out that interesting looking spot can create memories that will last as long as the final
destination..
But, where do you take your family?
Why not explore your very own backyard and take a trip somewhere within
your country; somewhere neither you
nor your kids have been to before. Belize is an adventurer’s paradise, a place
that tourists pay countless amounts of
money year round to visit. From the
Mayan temples that tower above
rainforest canopies to the fantastic colorful marine life on the Barrier Reef,
Belize certainly has something for every family to enjoy. Join us as we explore the beauty of Mother Nature’s Best
Kept Secret and see what everyone is
talking about. For the following weeks,
join us as we venture into the wild and
present to you Summer in your backyard – this week we take you to Laughing Bird caye National Park
Park.
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clared a protected area in 1981 under the
National Parks System Act. On December 21st, 1991, Laughing Bird Caye National Park was declared. Finally, in 1996
the Belize Barrier Reef Reserve System
was inscribed on the World Heritage List
with Laughing Bird Caye National Park
designated as one of the premiere protected areas within the World Heritage
Site.
Other birds can be seen on the Caye
including the Brown Pelican, Green

Continued on Page 10

Laughing Bird Caye National Park is
one of the gems in a string of pearls that
is the Belize Barrier Reef World Heritage Site. It is a beautiful Belizean isle
situated on the western side of the Victoria
Channel, only 11 miles off the coast from
Placencia Village in the Stann Creek
District of Belize.
The uniqueness of this structure contributes to both the abundance and vari-

ety of coral habitats and marine life. The
Caye gets its name from the Laughing
Gull (Larus artricilla). This bird once
used to breed on the Caye, but because
of growing human presence, the colonies have moved to nearby undisturbed
cayes for breeding.
Due to the uniqueness of the Caye, the
Faro, and the abundant and diverse marine habitats and life, the Caye was de-
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Placencia Lobsterfest

Continued from Page 3

The rhythmic drumming of Garifuna musicians entertained onlookers at the
Placencia Lobsterfest. Traditionally they perform with three drums of varying
sizes made out of carved cedar trees or sea turtle shells. Here one of the musicians wears a belt of turtle shells that he uses to keep the beat.
be a bumpy and dusty ride, you travel
through wonderful scenery, complete
with orange orchards and banana plantations. There are also scheduled daily
flights on Tropic Air and Maya Airways.
Primarily known as a mainland costal fishing village, the people of
Placencia are mainly of Creole and
Garifuna descent. Recently, the area
has become a tourist destination for
those who want both the adventure of
an inland trip and the relaxation of the
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sea and the sun. From Placencia visitors may enjoy diving and fishing sites
near the barrier reef, explore inland
Maya ruins, or go on bird watching and
ecological tours. But the epitome of
family fun in Placencia is in the month
of June, when Placencia Village celebrates the opening of lobster season
with its annual Placencia Lobsterfest.
This three day festival honors the delectable crustaceans that were once the
primary means of livelihood for this

Continued on Page 6
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Placencia Lobsterfest
Continued from Page 3

one time sleepy village. Traditionally held on the last
full weekend in June, the Placencia Lobsterfest is a
merry affair with a wide range of activities and entertainment, and of course delicious lobster dishes.
Last weekend the eighth annual Lobsterfest was held
at Placencia Point, along a beautiful stretch of white
sandy beach. Friday night the festivities began with
Continued on Page 12

Lobsterfest patrons had a variety of fun events to participate in. Children enjoyed sack races, while the
“older” kids challenged other teams to fierce tug of
war competitions. Some took to the sea and competed
in the kayak race, while most of the crowd just opted
to relax and be spectators instead.

$19.95

Large Buffet Featuring Ribs, Shrimp Pasta, Chicken
and a Variety of Side Dishes, Plus Live Local Band.
$25.95

Reservations Required. Call 226-2207
Located just 3 1/2 miles north of San Pedro.
Page 6 Visitor Guide
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Grand
Gaming
Entertainment
CoConuts Caribbean resort

   South Coconut Drive, San Pedro Town, Ambergris Caye 226-3500   

Welcome to Coconuts

Stay with us and enjoy our pool

Restaurant opens at 7 AM
Lounge opens at 10 AM

Stay with us in one of our
28 luxurious suites.
All rooms are kitchenette furnished!

www.coconutshotel.com
June 29, 2006

Coconuts Beachfront Resort
Only ten minutes from town!
Visitor Guide Page 7
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Water, Sports & Tours

Tourist Information
Belize Tourism Board - 223-1910.
Belize Tourism Industry
Association (BTIA) - 227-5717.
San Pedro Tourist Guide
Association 226-2391.

Travel North of the cut to:

Journey’s End

Church Services

GoFish Belize
Papi’s Diner
Capt. Sharks
Wet Willy’s
Richie’s
Supermarket

The

MIDDLE

Paradise Found Belize
Caramba!

The Pier Lounge
Tackle
Box

The San
Pedro Sun

Hacal
Kiik

Capt.
Sharks

BC’s

Asian Garden

Isla Bonita Art Gallery & Frame Shop

Sew What!

Woody’s

Casa Picasso

Victoria House

San Pedro AA - 226-4464, 600-9061
Saga Society A non-profit “humane
society” to address the stray cat and
dog population in San Pedro. Phone
226-3266.
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SEASIDE REAL ESTATE – Many listings, from raw land
to beautiful beachfront homes. We can help you own a piece
of paradise. Call 226-4545 or E-mail ambergris@btl.net
SUNRISE REALTY - Land, homes, businesses, condos and
investment properties. Call 226-3737, fax 226-3379 or E-mail:
info@SunriseBelize.com
SOUTHWIND PROPERTIES - For all your Real Estate
needs. Call 226-2005 or 226-2060 for information or E-mail:
southwind@btl.net for current listings.
PELICAN PROPERTIES LTD. - Fine properties on Ambergris Caye. E-mail: info@pelicanbelize.com or phone 226-3234.
BELIZE REALTY & BUILDING SERVICES - From raw
land to dream home - we’re there every step of the way!
PARADISE FOUND BELIZE LTD. REALTY - Land,
Homes, Business, Investment. List your property with us.
Office at CocoNet Internet. 607-9667 or 226-2835.
sdemaio@snet.net

Transportation...

Miscellaneous

Green Reef A non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of sustainable use and conservation of
Belize’s marine and coastal resources. greenreef@btl.net

SEARIOUS ADVENTURES Are You Ready? Lamanai,
Altun Ha,CaveTubing with either Belize Zoo, Ziplining,or
Xunantunich Mayan Ruin, Manatee Watch and Beach BBQ,
half day snorkeling and more. We are located ON THE
BEACH straight down from the airstrip. Call #226 - 4202/
4206 or Cell #662-8818.
SAILSPORTS BELIZE – Windsurfing, kite sailing and sailing. The latest equipment and expert instruction makes it
easy to learn. 226-4488 info@sailsportsbelize.com.
SEADUCED – River cave tubing, manatee watch, Robles
Beach BBQ, Mayan ruins and more adventures. 226-2254.
SEADUCTION SAILING – First class Day Cruises to
Caye Caulker or Mexico Rocks. Beach BBQ or Sunset
Cruise. Charters also available. Phone Seaduced at 2262254.

Real Estate...

IMPORTANT #s

The Lions Club of San Pedro
relies on income from its Friday and
Saturday Night BBQ to support the
needy community. Help a great cause
-have dinner with us!

Sundiver Beach Resort

BRIDGE to
North Ambergris

San Pedro Roman Catholic Church
Sun. Mass: 9 a.m. English; 11 a.m.
Children’s; 7:30 p.m. Spanish; Sat.:
Confessions 5-7 p.m; Mass or Communion Service every night at 7:30 p.m.
Living Word Church Service Sun.
10:45 a.m. Bible study Mon. 7:30 p.m.
We do Christian charity work. 2262950.
Assembly of God Church on
Angel Coral St. T-W-Sat.-Sun. at 7:30
p.m.
Lighthouse Christian Radio - 101.3
FM. 226-4673, Cor. Buccaneer &
Pescador Drive.
Emergency
911
Crimestoppers 800 922-TIPS
Police
226-2022
Fire
226-2372
Wings of Hope - Medical emergency
air ambulance. Phone: 223-3292.
Lions Health Clinic - 226-4052; emergencies 600-9071 or Hours: Mon.Fri., 8am to 8pm; Sat., 8am - noon.
Los Pinos Clinic 602-6383 and 2262686.
Dr. Lerida Rodriguez: 226-2197 or
cell 620-1974
San Pedro Chiropractic Clinic 2264695
Hyperbaric Chamber - 226-2851, Dr.
Otto Rodriguez - 600-0287 or 226-2854.
Antonia Guerrero - 600-5475 or 2062152. Eleazar Portillo - 610-4560 or
226-3195.
San Pedro Polyclinic II - 226-2536.
8-12 and 2-5, Mon. to Fri. Emergencies 226-2555/2918 or 606-3864.
Ambergris Hopes Clinic - 226-2660,
Emergencies: 606-2316
US Embassy - 227-7161
Canadian Consulate - 223-1060
Mexican Embassy - 223-0193
Guatemalan Embassy - 223-3150
Honduran Embassy - 224-5889

GUIDE

BC’s South

Map Sponsored by
Monchos
Golf Cart Rental
226-3262 or 226-4490

ISLAND FERRY SERVICE & WATER TAXI – Scheduled
ferry service & water taxi for Ambergris Caye. Phone 2263231.
MONCHO’S GOLF CART RENTALS - Four & Six seater
golf carts available. Open daily 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. We deliver to
your room. 226-3262 or 226-4490.
CRYSTAL AUTO RENTAL – Largest fleet in Belize. Offices at International Airport and Belize City. 223-1600, 0-800777-7777.

Services...
KRYSTAL SHIPPING CO./MASH CO. - We deliver construction supplies all the way to Robles Point! Phone 226-2089
or E-mail: mashco@btl.net
CASTILLO’S HARDWARE - Storm supplies, electronics,
household appliances, tools, home repair items and a wide variety of paints, stains and varnishes. Pescador Drive. Phone
226-2302.

Party...Party...Party
THE HOLIDAY HOTEL - Every Wednesday, live music and
a fabulous Beach Barbeque 6:30 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. Barrier Reef
Dr. 226-2014.
PIER LOUNGE - Home of the “World Famous Chicken Drop”
every Wednesday night. Daily drink specials and two-for-one
happy hour. Located beachfront in the Spindrift Hotel. Phone
226-2002.
THE TACKLE BOX - come rock da box out over the water!
Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday (starting @
9:00PM) we have amazing live bands ranging from Reggae to
Punta to old school Rock-n-Roll. We’ll have prizes, specials
and always that breath-taking Tackle Box ocean view! Located
off the San Pedro Water Taxi Pier at the end of Black Coral St.
226-4313.
FIDO’S RESTAURANT & BAR - Dine under the largest
Palapa in San Pedro! Enjoy a full lunch & dinner menu with
live beachfront entertainment all night.
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Dining Out...
MATA CHICA - Mambo Cuisine - for food lovers. Homemade pasta, shrimp paté, bruschetta,
charbroiled seafood and much more! Call 2205010/5011.
ROJO LOUNGE - Enjoy tropical lounge cuisine
in one of the most beautiful beachfront settings in
all of Belize - Azul Resort. 226-4012.
ELVI’S KITCHEN - serving the finest food since
1977. Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials. Caribbean Night on Thursday. Mayan Fiesta every Friday - come try our Maya Buffet. Open Monday –
Saturday. Lunch: 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Dinner:
5:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. Call us for group reservations. Ph 226-2404/2176 “Where something good
is always cooking!”
CELI’S RESTAURANT ON THE BEACH at the
San Pedro Holiday Hotel, serves Great Fajitas,

salads and local dishes for LUNCH. DELECTABLE SEAFOOD SPECIALTIES for dinner.
OUTDOOR & INDOOR DINING 11:00 a.m.2:00 p.m. 5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Beach barbeque
every Wednesday night with live music.
LILY’S TREASURE CHEST RESTAURANT On the beach behind Lily’s Hotel. Join us for a
cool breeze and the best seafood or USDA beef
on our veranda by the sea. 226-2650.
RAMON’S VILLAGE - Enjoy breakfast, lunch
and dinner in a Mayan atmosphere or on the veranda overlooking the Caribbean Sea. Coconut
Drive. Phone 226-2071.
LUNA at Journey’s End Resort - Experience fine
dining on the beach north of San Pedro. Visit our
tropical bar featuring karaoke, dance and fun music. Phone 226-2173.

Unique Offerings...
SAN PEDRO FITNESS CLUB – A/C Gym at Belize Yacht Club, Fully-equipped. Open to the public. Tennis Courts, Lap and Family pools, Aqua
Fitness and Toning Classes.Open 7am Daily, 8am
Sundays. 226-2683.
CAYE COFFEE – Take a taste of our locally
roasted fresh coffee back home. A wonderful cup
of coffee makes such a great difference in your
day. Try it and ask for more. 226-3568.
BIG TREE PRODUCE – Fresh Local & Imported
Fruits & Vegetables. Seafood, meats, juices &
milk shakes. Pescador Dr. 226-2322.
THE GREENHOUSE - Fresh Produce & Seafood.
Belizean and imported speciality. Fresh herbs,
cold cuts, chilled goods plus an exciting selection
of groceries. A/C local on Barrier Reef Dr. 2262084.
THE SAUSAGE FACTORY - Largest selection
of smoked meats and sausage on the island. One
mile south of town. 226-2655.
CAYE INTERNATIONAL BANK - Offering Demand Deposit Accounts, Loans, Savings Accounts, etc. cibl@btl.net or phone 226-2388.
PROVIDENT BANK & TRUST - Offering a full
range of International Banking Services. phone
223-5698 services@prov identbank.bz
GRANIEL’S DREAMLAND - Locally made furniture & accessories from all Belizean exotic hardwoods & Mahogany. On Pescador Drive, opposite Rock’s, Call 226-2632, ext. 18 or 226-2938.
Open Mon-Sat 8:30-12:00 noon & 1:00 to 9:00 p.m.
& Sun 10-12 noon.
DandE’s FROZEN CUSTARD and SORBET – If

you like ice cream, you will Love DandE’s Frozen Custard! Delicious cones, shakes, sundaes and
splits. Located on Pescador Drive next to Caramba
Restaurant. Closed Wednesday. Phone 608-9100.
ISLA BONITA ART GALLERY & CUSTOM
FRAMING - art and crafts from Belizean and Caribbean artists + contemporary abstract paintings.
Custom framing available 226-4650.
SUNDANCER + MOONDANCER - Unique boutiques featuring beautiful, quality clothing, jewelry and gorgeous gift items for both men
(Sundancer) and women (Moondancer). Phone:
226-3126.
CORAL REEF ECOLOGY, Dr. Ken Mattes,
TREC Topical Research & Education Center. Lecture every Thursday 7:30 PM. Details 226-3389
Taxi transport 623-8385.
ASIAN GARDEN DAY SPA - Certified Therapeutic and Thai Massage practitioners; Hot & Cold
Stone Therapy, Body Scrubs, Facials and more in
a tranquil Asian courtyard. San Pedro Town,
across from Ramon’s. Ask about specials. 2264072.
BUTTERFLY JUNGLE – Experience our enchanted butterfly-filled jungle, observe the miracle
of metamorphosis, get plants for your own butterfly garden. 4 Miles North. 610-4026 610-1561.
Daily 10:00 - 5:00.
LAUREN DUTY FREE – The ultimate in duty and
tax free shopping. Choose from a variety of name brand
liquors, designer fragrances, world-renowned confectionery and exquisite gift items. Located in the PS W
Goldson International Airport Departure Lounge. Tel.
205-2344 or 223-2157.

RICO’S SURFSIDE RESTAURANT – A truly
unique dining experience on the beach at Banyan
Bay. Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner daily.
Phone 226-3739 ext. 135.
PAPI’S DINER – The place for fine food at diner
prices. Taste the Caribbean. Call 226-2047.
MICKEY’S PLACE - Open daily 6:30 a.m. - 10
a.m. for breakfast, 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. for
lunch and 6 - 10 p.m. for dinner. Burritos on
Wednesdays. Pescador Drive. Call 226-2223.
BLUE WATER GRILL – Island cuisine with a
twist! Wood-fired Oven Pizzas, Sushi & more!
Open daily. Happy Hour 4 to 6 p.m. 226-3347.
EL DIVINO RESTAURANT at BANANA
BEACH - Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner from
6 a.m - 10 p.m. Book your party or banquet today!
Phone 226-2444.
RENDEZVOUS RESTAURANT AND BAR - The
most romantic spot in town featuring award winning chefs. Thai and French cuisine blended to
make paradise taste like heaven, or so our customers say. Free Rendezvous Wine tasting from
11:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Fermented, blended and
bottled here on the property. Open for lunch and
dinner. Call 226 3426 for reservations and transport options.
VICTORIA HOUSE - International and IslandStyle cuisine. Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. Reservations recommended, call 226-2067.
CASA PICASSO TAPAS + MARTINIS - Small
plates, big pastas and fantastic desserts! “Hippest
martini spot”-Frommer’s. Nightly 5:30pm, closed
Sundays. reservations 226-4507.
THE TACKLE BOX BAR & GRILL - whether
it’s a little break from the beach or a whole night
out, the Tackle Box is just the place. The kitchen
serves a wide array of affordable fresh comfort
foods ranging from our big Tackle Box Burgers,
special fried chicken, to some of our more local
fare and seafoods. And what a better place to enjoy our dishes, than our back porch out over the
water.
CARAMBA! RESTAURANT - Local MexicanCaribbean Cuisine. We cater to large groups! Capacity, 90 total. Opening Hours: Lunch: 11am - 2
pm, Dinner: 5pm - 10pm. Closed Wednesdays.
226-4321 or 226-3850. Caramba!: “Is where the
food always speaks for itself!”
HACAL KIIK - Delectable breads, jams, butters,
soups, olive oils, village wines, homebaked pastries & desserts, coffees and teas. Open Daily, 7am
to 8pm. 226-3115.

The San Pedro Sun

Visitor Guide
EVERY WEEK we print a new edition
covering the “good news” about
San Pedro and Belize!
Contact the San Pedro Sun for more information.
spsun@sanpedrosun.net
(501) 226-2070
www.sanpedrosun.net
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Laughing Bird Caye
Heron, Melodious Blackbird and many
other birds from the surrounding cayes
and strays from the mainland. There are
also a variety of lizards and insects on
the Caye.
The island is covered with coconut
trees and scattered coastal mangroves.
Seven plant species have been recorded
on the island:
*Coconut tree - Cocos nucifera
*Spider Lily - Hymenocallis littorallis
*Seaside Purslane - Sesuvium
portulacastrum Euphorbia sp.
*Red mangrove - Rhizophora mangle
*Morning Glory - Ipomoea sp.
*Black mangrove - Avicennia germinans
Tourists with local guides from
Placencia Area (members of the
Placencia Tour Guide Association) are
carried in small boats (30 foot or less)
with outboard motors, or slightly larger
boats (40 foot or less) with inboard engines. These tours are for sightseeing,
snorkeling, SCUBA diving, and picnicking; generally lasting one to six hours.
The basic boat load is based on four
people plus a guide. Occasionally there
can be from twelve to twenty people on
a given boat. Sometimes, these visiting
groups will build fires for cooking. The
Conservation Branch of the Forestry
Department of the Natural Resources has
declared that there can be no overnight
stays on the Caye. There are no rest
rooms facilities or shelter on the Caye.
The primary users of Laughing Bird

Continued from Page 4

Laughing Bird Caye is a popular destination for visitors staying in Placencia.
It is only a 45 minute boat ride on nice
days and the swimming off the western beach is spectacular. Visitors often make a full day of the trip combining diving, snorkeling and a picnic on
the beach.
Caye are the residents of Placencia Village. The locals will visit the island for a
day of snorkeling, diving and picnicking.
Presently, there is no rest room facility.
The number of people using the caye in
this capacity is hard to estimate as it is
generally seasonally centering around
holidays and weekends. Placencia is a
popular destination for Belizeans. There
is also sporadic traffic from other surrounding communities such as Independence, Seine Bight, and the nearby citrus and banana plantations.
The heavy use has impacted the terrestrial habitats and is beginning to im-

pact the undersea environments.
Local community groups and national
regulatory authorities are working together to help save and manage the Park.
As always, sustainability is a major problem. Other problems related to
sustainability include management, research, and enforcement.
If you would like further information
about the Laughing Bird Caye National
Park or how you might be able to help,
please email info@robertsgrove.com or
visit www.laughingbird.org to fill in a
form with your ideas, questions, suggestions or comments.

Serving San P
edr
Pedr
edroo
since 1980!
We at Southwind Properties specialize in the listing & sale of fine island
properties - Homes, Condos, Hotels, Commercial, Income-Producing
Properties & Land for homes or large parcels for development. Be sure to
meet with Marianne or Claudio to discuss your particular needs. Southwind
Properties prides itself in being there full-time for full service and full
disclosure for all your real estate needs. Call 226-2005/2060 or
E-mail southwind@btl.net for more information.
Condos/Homes & Commercial Property
Exclusive opportunity at Palm Bay Club! We can offer you three side by side properties each with
a beach frontage of 60 feet and a depth of 130 feet, with beautiful coconut palms and a shared dock.
(E08) The house measures 20’x 20’, is a solid wooden construction and comes well equipped with
septic and a 4000 gallon cistern. Excellent buy at only $97,000 US.
(V17) Vacant but cleared lot that connects the other two available properties.
Excellent buy at only $59,000 US.
(M47) The very well maintained wooden house measures 16’x 20’ and has both septic system and
cisterns – ready to occupy! Excellent buy at only $97,000 US.
The three properties can either be purchased separately or buy all three together at a reduced price.
Buena Vista Residential: (W24) Two storey house with 2B/2B on large beautifully landscaped
property. Only 2.5 miles north of town center with easy dock and road access. Only $218,000 US.
Residential and Rental property in San Juan! (A21) 50’ x 75’ lot, two story concrete house
with (7) rental rooms and two bedrooms/one bath owners apartment. Very fairly priced at only
$350,000 BZ or $175,000 US.
Raw Land
Ambergris Bay (E10) Large beach front parcel on the west coast of Ambergris Caye. 140’of beach
frontage & 184’ of depth. Price only $110,000 US.
Alta Mar (S45) – 100’ x 100’ nice parcel in residential area. Priced at $85,000 US.
Habaneros Beachfront: Beautiful beach front lots with high elevation and lush vegetation.
(H30) 150’ of beach frontage and a depth of 435’. $345,000 US.
(Z02) 90’ of beach frontage with a depth of 400’. $225,000 US.
Paradise Coves (B36) good sized lot 3.5 miles north of San Pedro – great location- 121’ x 98’.
$25,000 US.
Club Caribbean - off the beach lots starting at $15,000 US.
Holiday Lands (M53) Parcel 2615 – measures approximately 78’ x 72’, only two rows off the
beach. Asking price $60,000 US.
Robles (S54) Lot #14a–Drive your boat up to your doorstep to this beautiful beachfront lot, lush with
vegetation. Lot measures 80’ x 204’ & is priced to sell at $160,000 US.
Robles (D19) Lot #23a measuring 100’ of beach front x 360’. Asking $119,000 US.
Robles (D20) Lot #44 measuring 50’ of beach y front x 270’. Asking $74,900 US.
Corozal Town Center (R31) 7 ½ Acres of prime real-estate, road accessible on 3 sides, beautiful
mature trees, cleared & ready to develop all amenities available.$110,000 US.
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Sharks of Rocky Point
Captain Dilzon Murcia is the project
manager for Island Ferry and owner operator of Dilzon Charters, a sport fishing charter business. To catch the fish
featured this week, and other large fish,
call Dilzon at 620-6118 or drop by the
Island Ferry office and schedule your
next fishing adventure.

Outside the reef : Black fin tuna are
outside the reef in large schools, Dolphin are still being caught along with
black snapper, yellow eyed red snapper and barracuda.

Inside the reef: Mutton snapper, silver
snapper and porgy are all being caught.
Flats: Bone fish permit and barracuda
are thick.

Ambergris

SEASIDE

REAL ESTATE
Belize

For details about great
properties in Belize,
please contact our office:
Barrier Reef Drive
Phone: 011-501-226-4545
San Pedro Town
E-mail ambergris@btl.net
Ambergris Caye
www.ambergrisrealestate.com

Love or hate them sharks can provide unexpected and often unwanted excitement on any offshore fishing adventure. This is especially true off Rocky

Point where some days the sharks are
so thick that practically every fish you
hook is nothing more than a head when
Continued on Page 14

Beachfr
ont
Beachfront
Condos z Homes

June 29, 2006

Visitor Guide Page 11

The San Pedro Sun Virtual Taste Trip
While it is summer, there are only so many healthy salads we can eat before
giving in to a treat! And if we’re going to break the rules, let’s do it properly,
and indulge in one of the most decadent Spanish pastries, The Churros. Be sure
to indulge even further and add chocolate sauce (recipe included)!

mon and dust mixture over the fresh,
hot Churros.

Chocolate Sauce
4oz dark chocolate, chopped
2 cups milk
1 tbsp is cornstarch
4 tbsp sugar
Place the chocolate and half the milk

in a pan and heat, stirring, until the
chocolate has melted. Dissolve the
cornstarch in the remaining milk and
whisk into the chocolate with the sugar.
Cook on low heat, whisking constantly,
until the chocolate is thickened, about
five minutes. Add extra cornstarch if
it doesn’t start to thicken after 5 minutes. Remove and whisk smooth. Pour
and serve in individual cups or bowls.
Serve warm.

Placencia Lobsterfest
Continued from Page 6

Ingredients:
Vegetable or Olive Oil
1 cup water
1/2 cup margarine or butter
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 cup all-purpose flour
3 eggs
1/4 cup sugar
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
Directions:
*Heat oil in a pan to 360 degrees F.
*To make Churro dough, heat water, margarine and salt to rolling boil
in large saucepan; stir in flour. Stir vig-

orously over low heat until mixture
forms a ball, about 1 minute; remove
from heat.
*Beat eggs all at once; continue beating until smooth and then add to saucepan while stirring mixture.
*Spoon mixture into cake decorators’
tube with large star tip, like the kind
used to decorate cakes.
*Squeeze 4-inch strips of dough into
hot oil (be very careful). Fry 3 or 4
strips at a time until golden brown,
turning once, about 2 minutes on each
side. Drain on paper towels.
*Mix Sugar and the optional cinna-

opening ceremonies, karaoke and
dancing to the hopping tunes of Gilharry
7 Band. Although thunderstorms
chased away some of the less committed merry-makers on Saturday, the
hardier lobster enthusiasts partied the
day (and night) away while enjoying live
music by the All Star Steel Band and
Gilharry 7 Band. Other activities
through out the day included kid’s
games, rum punch competition,
domino, arm wrestling and backgammon competitions, beach football and
volleyball.
Courtesy of Tropic Air, The San
Pedro Sun traveled to Placencia on
Sunday to partake in the festivities, and
fortunately for all the sunshine was in
abundance for the grand beach party.
Families enjoyed a kicked back day of
eating, playing, relaxing and visiting,
while people munched and mingled as
they shopped at the various craft tables
and admired local art work on display.

The day was full of activities for the
children, including fun on the giant inflated slide, face painting and sack
races. Kids and grownups alike enjoyed
the tug-of-war competitions and beach
volleyball. The crowd cheered on the
contestants of the kayak race, and hurried to the dock at 3:00 p.m. where
fishermen brought in their catch for the
fishing tournament. The weekend event
came to an end with the BTIA
Lobsterfest Raffle and presentation of
the fishing tournament prizes with a
dance following the ceremonies.
A special thanks goes to sponsors
Chabil Mar Villas, Seaview Properties and Placencia Properties, along
with of the other businesses and individuals that were instrumental in making this years festival a grand success.
The Placencia Lobsterfest committee
invites you all to come to next year’s
Lobsterfest…all the lobsters will be
there!

ORANGE
Gallery - Gift Shop
~On Coconut Drive ~San Pedro South
~226-4066 ~orange@belizegifts.com

2006 FIF
AW
ORLD CUP
FIFA
WORLD

Mayan carvings

pottery

GAME SHO
WN IN S
TEREO ON TTW
WO FLA
T SCREENS
SHOWN
STEREO
FLAT

slate carvings

ENGLAND V. PORTUGAL

art
caps
hats

BLAZE UP!

sculptures

crafts

drums

gifts
toys

wood turnings
sarongs

Jew
elr
ewelr
elryy

furniture and more!
San Pedro’s Largest Gift Shop
please visit us at www.belizegifts.com
we ship worldwide!

Page 12 Visitor Guide

June 29, 2006

SPECIAL Caye Caulker Visitor Section
Caye Caulker Lobster Fest

Tanesha McKoy, 18

Crystal Aguilar, 16

Among the many activities held in
Caye Caulker the biggest and most enjoyed festivity is their annual Lobster
fest. Caye Caulker’s annual Lobster
Festival is always a huge hit and this
year tourists and locals will gravitate
to the small caye to commemorate the
opening of the lobster season and taste
mouthwatering lobster dishes. This
weekend, the island will be the hub of
activities from June 30th to July 2nd.
History states that the festival first began to honor the lobster fishermen of
the island.
Located just 21 miles northeast of
Belize City and only 30 minutes from
neighboring La Isla Bonita, Caye
Caulker is popularly known for its laid
back ambience and island lifestyle. The
island is easily accessible via boat or
plane with hourly charters from the
water taxi and airports. The festival has
grown in size and numbers yearly, with
this year’s festival (apart from the
usual Lobster fare for sale) hosting a
canoe race around the island, as well
as merry-making day and night time
festivities. Picture an all day beach
bash with good music, excellent lobster, other seafood dishes, and drinks
of all flavors. With all that and more,
what else could anyone ask for?
The Caye Caulker Lobster Festival
will start out with the most anticipated
Beauty Pageant on Friday night, June
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Melanie Guzman, 19

30 . In preparation for the event, the
Lobsterfest Pageant Committee held a
“Latin Flair Gala” on Monday, June
26th to raise funds for the incurred expenses of the pageant. The Gala took
place at the Rainbow Hotel, and it was
a sold out show that brought people in
looking their best. The audience then
enjoyed a four course meal prepared
by Habaneros Restaurant and Rainbow
Grill & Bar, music and entertainment
by the Mariachis of Chetumal were on
hand for a performance as well.
The pageant consists of four lovely
Caye Caulker gals that will vie for the
title of Queen of Lobster Fest 2006.
This years participants include; Crystal Aguilar (16), Jade Carrasco (18),
Tanesha McKoy (18) and Melanie
Guzman (19). The elaborate pageant
will include an entertaining number of
items. The contestants will show off
their clever dance moves, model sports
wear (bathing suits), evening gowns and
display their comprehensive knowledge
of the history of Caye Caulker in a
question and answer segment.
On Saturday morning, there will be
a Fisherman’s Mass followed by the
official opening ceremonies and invocations, the festival will officially be
kicked into high gear. The 5th Annual
Lobsterfest Paddling Challenge will be
held on Sunday, July 2nd. In a new twist
on an old favorite, the race will now
th

begin in neighboring San Pedro starting at Ramon’s Village at 10:00 a.m.
and will end at
the Lobsterfest
Palapas on Caye
Caulker the
same day. The
total distance of
the race is 12
miles. The race
is being offered
as a “One person, One boat,
Any paddle”
race. Entry
forms can be
Jade Carrasco, 18
picked up in San
Pedro at the Seaduced Office and in
Caye Caulker at EZ-boy Tours. For
more information please contact Allie

Ifield at 226-0349 or 604-3553.
Other activities held during the festival are beach volleyball, frolicking
around the island in carts or on foot.
The event’s entertainment will be provided by the Dignitariz and a beach
bashment that will continue thru Sunday. With much activities, music, food
galore, and refreshing drinks there is
no doubt that this year will be a raving
success for all to enjoy. There will be
lobsters being barbequed everywhere.
The titillating scents of seafood will fill
the air through the refreshing summer
breeze off the Caribbean Sea. The Sun
will bring you a full report on this year’s
events; be sure to look for it in next
week’s issue! It is an event you don’t
want to miss, as the small island will
be packed with festive party goers. Be
there!

CC Personality of the Week
Reprinted from the Caye Caulker Chronicles

Frenchie’s Dive Shop has held an excellent professional reputation for the
more than a decade it has been in existence.
Brothers “Frenchie” and “Abel,” pioneers of SCUBA diving on the island,
have been at the helm since the shop first opened its doors. Both brothers are
certified PADI Dive Instructors.
“Frenchie” retired from the business about five years ago to take up residence in Belize City where his children attend school. Abel is now the sole
proprietor and the driving force behind the business’ success.
Abel has trained many divers and dive masters over the years. So in love with
the sport is Abel, that he feels proud when other local Hicaqueños take an interest and come to the shop to ask for instruction.
The introduction to his website proudly states Passionate about diving. Dedicated to sharing what we love. That’s why we dive 7 days a week, all year. And
that’s how we’ve built our business on reputation. With more than 70 years
combined experience, our captains, instructors and dive masters create a safe
environment in which you can explore our Caribbean wilderness.
Abel is the son of longtime tourism family, the Novelo’s, who have owned
and operated Edith’s hotel for more than thirty years.
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Old timers that used to fish grouper off
Rocky Point when San Pedro was a big
fishing port say that back in the day,
sightings of tiger sharks 20 foot and
larger where not uncommon.

Sharks
Continued from Page 11

landed. The species I come across at
Rocky Point are the bull shark, the reef
shark and the lemon shark. Rarely will
I find tiger sharks.
About three weeks ago I was fishing with SterlingVorus and Bill Vorus
off Rocky Point in 400 feet of water
when Sterling hooked a large shark.
You can tell a shark long before it
reaches the surface by the fight it puts
up. Just one constant and hard pull; it’s
like hooking a dump truck. I’ve had
sharks on for six hours only to be cut
loose because it was getting dark and
time to go home. He fought the shark
for about an hour at a quarter. We had
it near the surface and could see it about
twenty feet out. The shark was an 8
foot reef shark and he appeared on the
verge of giving up when all of a sudden
there was a strong jerk then the line
broke. Looking down you could see a
huge black shadow rapidly circle the
shark we had on the line, which was
now in two bloody pieces slowly sinking to the bottom. Some monster had
just bitten the 8 foot shark Sterling had
on in half. I saw the huge shadow move
under the boat towards the stern so I
rushed to my transom and saw the
monster: a tiger shark, swim out from
right under the boat. Its head was enormous, it was as wide as my transom
(about 5 feet) and it appeared to be as
long as my boat. The famous line from
the movie Jaws when Chief Brody
muttered, “I think we are going to need
a bigger boat,” came to mind. I guessed
it to be a tiger shark because of its size
but I can’t be sure because it moved
through too fast for me to ID it.
Since then, I’ve told this story to several of the old timers that used to fish
grouper off Rocky Point when San
Pedro was a big fishing port and they
told me that back in the day sightings
of tiger sharks 20 foot and larger where
not uncommon. To me, the shark was
a disruption from what turned into a
really good day for grouper fishing but
I have to admit a disruption worth the
time because it added a dimension of
high excitement and possible extreme
danger that only a shark of that unnatural size provides to an average offshore
fishing outing.
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Wolfe’s
Woofers
Same
Picture

by
Dennis Wolfe

It’s in
the Bible

“Boy, this is a tough crowd here at BC’s,” Denise said.
“What do you mean?” I asked, having just walked in.
“They’re placing bets on the Bible,” Roger said. “Denise is right. A group of
people wagering on what’s in the Bible is a tough crowd.”
“What was the bet?” I asked Jim.
“You know the two things you don’t discuss in a bar are religion or politics,”
Jim said. “Of course, that’s where the conversation got off to. Somebody mentioned something about the Bible and Drummer Dan said that anything that they
could think of was discussed in the Bible. According to him everything about the
human experience is found there.”
“How would Drummer Dan know? He’s a musician.”
“That’s my exact feeling about it,” Jim said. “According to him, though, he
was brought up in a house where reading the Bible was very important and he
claims to have read it from cover to cover.”
“Of course, Frank took up that challenge,” Roger said. “He bet Dan ten
dollars that the Bible does not mention PMS anywhere.”
“PMS? Premenstrual Syndrome?”
“Yep, that’s it.”
“Where is Drummer Dan?” I asked.
“Oh, he went over to his house to get a Bible,” Susan said. “He swears he’s
seen something about it in the New Testament.”
Drummer Dan Van Patten walked into BC’s with a Bible under his arm.
“You lose, Frank,” Dan said. “It’s right here in the book of Mathew.”
Frank said. “It actually talks about PMS?”
“It surely does. It’s in the part where Jesus and Mary are traveling.”
“You’ll have to read it to me,” Frank said. “I don’t believe it.”
“It says right here in Mathew,” Drummer Dan said, “that Mary rode Joseph’s
ass all the way to Bethlehem.”

Trivia Tidbits

*Actor Keanu Reeve’s first name means “cool breeze over the mountains” in the Hawaiian language.
*In Australia, the Number one topping for pizza is eggs. In Chile, the
favorite topping is mussels and clams. In the United States, it’s pepperoni.
*Dolphins swim in circles while they sleep with the eye on the outside of
the circle open to keep watch for predators. After a certain amount of time,
they reverse and swim in the opposite direction with the opposite eye open.
*Rats can swim for a 1/2 mile without resting, and they can tread water
for three days straight.
*A bee could travel four million miles (six and a half million kilometers)
at seven miles per hour (11 kilometers per hour) on the energy it would
obtain from one gallon (3.785 liters) of nectar.
*Flamingoes feel safest when they are crowded together, hundreds in a
group.
*Because its eyeball is fixed, the whale must move its huge body to shift
its line of sight.
*According to Greek mythology, the goddess of the rainbow was Iris.
*The simple act of walking requires the use of 200 muscles in the human
body. 40 or so will lift your leg and move it forward.

YOUR ISLAND SPECIALISTS!

*BEACHFRONT HOMES *CONDOS *VILLAS *LAND
*COMMERCIAL PROPERTY *HOTELS *ISLANDS

SUNRISE
Realty

www.SunriseBelize.com
TEL 501-226-3737 / FAX 501-226-3379
E-mail: Info@SunriseBelize.com

DEVELOPED PROPERTIES
 NEW** Buena Vista Beach Condo project. Pre-construction
pricing. Inquire!
 Banana Beach Resort: Condos and Suites with 2 Pools, beach,
restaurant and bar.Banana Beach properties have guaranteed
rental incomes!
3 bed beach condos $240,000.
2 bed beach condos $215,000.
1 bed beach condos $155,00 -195,000.
1 bed courtyard suites $123,500.
1 bed balcony suites $57,500.
 Villa del Mar – new custom built beachfront home, 1 ac, pier, 3
bedroom $945,000.
 Spacious rental beach home south of town. Sleeps 10 plus guest
cottage. Pool, mature landscaping, large pier. Inquire.
 Caye Villas – Beach villas with pool.
2 Bed 3 bath fully furnished $394,000.
2 bed 3 bath fully furnished $395,000.
 San Pablo canal home w/ 200ft water frontage, 2 boat slips, ramp,
fully fenced, 2 storey duplex 2bed/1bath up 1bed/1bath down.
$295,000.
 Mi Casa. Rental suites with spacious top floor owner’s quarters and
loft apt. $650,000.
 The Castle 10 apt complex: $400,000.
 NEW** Caye Casa – beachfront condo in town location. Inquire!
 Coming soon – Luxurious bay front homes – 4 bedrooms.
UNDEVELOPED PROPERTIES
 In town beach lot! Commercial or residential. $490,000. Undercontract
 Mexico Rocks area 178 ft beach $ 765,000. Under-contract
 Robles beachfront 100 ft beach $200,000
 Robles beachfront 200 ft beach $400,000
 Palmero Point 80 ft of beach $297,000
 Playa Blanca beach lot 60 x 105 ft w/dock $210,000. Sold
 Playa Blanca beach lot 52 X 120 ft $225,000. Sold
 Boca Ciega 4.5 acres 170ft beach front. $350,000.
 Buena Vista Point ocean view 75ft x 150ft $79,000 each.
 Buena Vista Point ocean view 75ft x 150ft $89,000 each.
 Laguna Estates ocean view lots from $30,000.
 Laguna Estates commercial tracts & islands Inquire!
 Caribbean Coves 200ft ocean front west side $ 125,000. GREAT
PRICE
 San Marcos 2 adjoining 50’ X 100’ lots - $35,000 each.
 Alta Mar 100ft x 100ft lot $65,000.

All prices are in US dollars and subject to change without
notice. For further details on these properties and much more
call your AMBERGRIS CAYE SPECIALISTS
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, Ambergris Caye’s latest trendy restaurant, is now open.
Serving Palm Tree Cuisine, a fusion of Central American and
Caribbean delicacies,
offers a selection of fresh local seafood,
tender meats and exotic vegetables prepared by
our renowned chef.
Menu selections include: Jerk Seared Sea Scallop Crouton,
Smoked Oyster Bruschetta, Spinach Pesto Goat Cheese Salad,
Rib-Eye Steak Argentino, Almond Nut Crusted Grouper,
White Chocolate Pudding laced with a cardamom anglaise sauce,
Strawberry & Mango Ice Parfait.
boasts an atmosphere of relaxed elegance and style,
with inventive cuisine in an enchanting setting.

At Journey’s End Resort
Reservations: 226-2173

Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner…
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